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ADVERTISEMENT. 





For the information of such as may not have seen the Prospectus for the sixteenth 
volume of “ The Religious Monitor,” it is proper to remark, that our aim is to make the 
work conformable to the import of its title. 

We disavow all sectarian views, all party spirit, and all unkind feelings towards 
any who may differ from us. The path of religious controversy is sufficiently thorny 
when strewed with the flowers of candour, gentleness, humility, and brotherly kind- 
ness; and in the absence of these graces of the Spirit, it becomes rugged and intole- 
rable. We shall honestly labour to effect a closer union among the friends of truth, 
in the only way in which it is believed to be at all practicable, namely, agreement 
in doctrine and discipline. 

Offensive personal allusions—matters of a merely personal character—comments 
respecting individual cases of discipline, beyond such as are authorized by the church 
courts—impeachment of motives, and remarks tending to foster party spirit, or the 
rivalry of men, must be excluded with sedulous care. But, on the other hand, we 
respectfully tender the use of our pages to the lovers of truth and good order. And 
all who may favour us with original articles, are invited to mark the insidious en- 
croachments of error, in whatever quarter it may appear. 

A monthly synopsis of religious intelligence, drawn from the most authentic 
sources, from all parts of the world, may be looked for without interruption. 

It seems incumbent on us to embrace the present opportunity, for expressing our 
obligations to early correspondents and patrons; and it is a renewed acquaint- 
ance may prove mutually profitable in a greater degree th merly. To you, dear 
brethren, and others of a like mind, must we look for count€nance and support, for 
the maintenance, in a dissolute age, of those vital principles, which involve the pre- 
sent and future happiness of ourselves, our children, and our fellow men. | Through 
the many changes, revolutions, and apostacies of mofern times, God, in sovereign 
mercy, has continued among us a pure dispensation of gospel ordinances, which ren- 
ders it obligatory on us, not only to walk in his ways, but also to transmit the “ un- 


speakable gift” to the succeeding generation. 
C, WEBSTER, 


Philadelphia, June, 1839. 





Peer SN 
Sy 


Lag 


MINUTES 


Of the Associate Synod of North America, at their Meeting in Pitts- 
burgh, May 22d, 1839, and continued by adjournment, being thetr 
Thirty-Sizth Annual Meeting. 


The Synod met pursuant to adjournment, and was cofstituted with prayer by the 
Rev. John Walker, Moderator. 
MEMBERS PRESENT. 
{Those members whose names are marked thus, (*) were not present at the opening of Synod 


Of the Presbytery of Cambridge. 


MINISTERS. 
Abraham Anderson, James P. Miller, *David Gordon. 
ELDERS. 
James Reid, John Law, 
John Bishop, *John Robertson. 
Of the Presbytery of Albany. 
MINISTERS. 
Peter Campbell, James Martin. 
ELDERS. 
James Smilie, Elisha Putnam, *James Geery. 
Of the Presbytery uf Philadelphia. 
MINISTERS. 
John G. Smart, *F, W. M‘Naughton, 
Chauncey Webster, *John S. Easton. 
ELDERS. 
Samuel Johnston, *William Cummings, 
William S. Young, *Joseph R. Dickson. 


*William Morris, 
Of the Presbytery of Illinois. 
MINISTER. 
James C. Bruce. 
ELDER. 
Aniel Rodgers. 
Of the Presbytery of Indiana. 
MINISTERS. 
J. M. Henderson, George M. Hall, *James Dickson. 
ELDER. 
William Patterson. 
Of the Presbytery of Miami. 
MINISTERS. 
Samuel Wilson, Andrew Heron. 
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ELDERS. 
David Brown, William Scott, 
Hugh Hamil, Thomas Rough. 
Of the Presbytery of Richland. 
MINISTERS. 
David Lindsay, *Samuel Irvine, 
Joseph M‘Kee, *Samuel Hindman. 
Robert Forrester, 
ELDERS. 
John Wilson, William Collier, John M‘Dowell. 
Of the Presbytery of Muskingum. 
MINISTERS. 
John Walker, Thomas Wilson, 
Thomas Hanna, *James Patterson, 
Daniel M‘Lane, Jr. Samuel M‘ Arthur, 
Joseph Clokey, James M‘Gill. 
Andrew Isaac, 
ELDERS. 
John Cunningham, David R. Little, 
John Auld, Thomas Latta, 
Francis Grove, John Warnock, 
David Harvey, *Samuel Connelly. 
Of the Presbytery of Ohio. 
MINISTERS. 
David Imbrie, William Douthet, 
Alexander Murray, Joseph Banks, 
*Elijah N. Scroggs, James P. Ramsay. 
*David Goodwillie, 
ELDERS. 
Andrew Glenn, *John Stewart, 
Joseph Stewart, *John Sharp. 


Joseph Lewis, 
Of the Presbytery of Chartiers. 


MINISTERS. 
William Wilson, Alexander Donnan, 
Thomas Allison, William M. M‘Elwee, 
James Ramsay, D. D., Bankhead Boyd, 
*Thomas Beveridge, D. D., *David Thompson. 
David French, 

ELDERS. 

Benjamin Babbett, *William Pollock, 
Matthew Atcheson, *Andrew Russell, 
Samuel Neily, *Samuel Brownlee, 


Robert Leiper, *Samuel M‘Ewen. 
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Of the Presbytery of Shenango. 


MINISTERS. 

Daniel M‘Lane, Sen. Matthew Snodgrass, 

John France, William C. Pollock. 
ELDER. 


David White. 
Of the Presbytery of Allegheny. 


MINISTERS. 
Robert Bruce, D. D., John Hindman, 
Joseph Scroggs, James Rodgers, 
David Blair, William Galbraith. 

ELDERS. 

Thomas Mitchell, William Bell, 
William Smith, Lobert Stewart, 
Alexander Gilmore, *Bernard Gilleland. 


Robert Marshall, 


Of the Presbytery of Vermont. 
None. 


Of the Presbytery of Stamford. 
None. 


Of the Presbytery of the Carolinas. 
None. 


Ministers without charge. 


Thomas Allison, *Thomas Ferrier, 
*James Templeton, *Alexander Boyd. 


Whole number of Members present, 109. 


Mr. John Robertson, ruling elder, from the Congregation ot 
Cambridge, being present, was assumed as a member of Synod. 

On motion, it was agreed, to dispense with the reading of the 
Minutes of last year, as they had been read and approved, previous 
to publication. 

On motion, it was resolved, that the standing hours of meeting 
and adjournment, be as follow: namely, 

Meeting in the morning, 9 o’clock. 

Adjournment, half-past 12 o’clock. 

Meeting in the afternoon, 2 o’clock. 

Adjourned till 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. Closed with 
prayer. 

Thursday, May 23. 


| The Moderator having preached, last evening, from Ps. 97. 1. 
(1st. clause.) “The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice,”—the 
Synod this day met, and was opened with prayer. Members pre- 
sent as above, together with Mr. D. Gordon, minister from the 
Presbytery of Cambridge; Messrs. M‘Naughton and John S. Easton, 
ministers, and Messrs. William Morris and William Cummings, 


\* 





Was 2 


A MN a, a ee 


q 





6 MINUTES OF SYNOD. 


ruling elders, from the Presbytery of Philadelphia; Mr. Dickson, 
minister, from the Presbytery of Indiana; Messrs. Irvine and S. 
Hindman, ministers, and Mr. John M‘Dowell, ruling elder, from 
the Presbytery of Richland; Mr. Patterson, minister, and Mr. Sa- 
muel Connelly, ruling elder, from the Presbytery of Muskingum; 
Messrs. D. Goodwillie and E. N. Scroggs, ministers, and Messrs. 
John Stewart and John Sharp, ruling elders, from the Presbytery 
of Ohio; Dr. Beveridge and Mr. D. Thompson, ministers, and 
Messrs. William Pollock, Andrew Russell, Samuel Brownlee, and 
Samuel M:Ewen, ruling elders, from the Presbytery of Chartiers; 
and Messrs. Ferrier and Templeton, ministers without charge. 
Mr. Joseph R. Dickson, ruling elder, from the Second Congregation 
of Philadelphia, being present, was invited to a seat. 

The Minutes of yesterday’s sitting were read and approved. 

Mr. M‘Naughton was chosen Moderator. 

The following standing committees were appointed, namely, 

Committee of Supplies—Messrs. Anderson, Martin, Smart, James 
Bruce, Dickson, 8. Wilson, M‘Kee, Hanna, Goodwillie, Dr. Ram- 
say, Messrs. Pollock, and J. Hindman. 

Committee of Bills and Overtures—Messrs. Walker, Clokey, and 
Hanna. 

Committee on the Funds—Messrs. Miller, Morris, and Webster. 

Committee on the Theological Seminary—Dr. Ramsay, Dr. 
Beveridge, and Mr. Rodgers. 

Committee on Appeals—Dr. Beveridge, and Messrs. Smart and 
Martin. 

Committee on Missions—Dr. Bruce, and Messrs. John S. Easton 
and S. Wilson. 

Committee to transcribe the Minutes—Messrs. D. Gordon and 
B. Boyd. 

On motion, it was resolved, that a committee be appointed to 
draught an act for a fast. Messrs. S. Hindman and Miller, were 
appointed said committee. 

Papers being called for, the following were given in and read, 
namely, 

No. 1. The Report of the Presbytery of Illinois, which was, on 
motion, referred to the committee of Supplies, the committee on. 
the Funds, and also of Bills and Overtures. 


Report of the Presbytery of Illinois. 


The Presbytery of Hlinois, according to the order of Synod, was constituted on the 
8th day of August last, afler sermon, by the Rev. James C, Bruce, from Acts 16. 4, 
Since the first uccupation of our bounds as a missionary field, the cause of truth has 
been successful in proportion to the attention given to the vacancies. Secession prin- 
ciples have taken root, and’ we trust the labour of Synod has not been in vain in the 
Lord. But although much has been gained, yet within the last two years much has. 
been lost; our vacancies, with a few exceptions, have been visibly on the decline. 
This is owing in a great measure to their having been alimost entirely neglected, and 
left destitute of the usual portion of supply. Several members of these vacancies 
finding themselves neglected, and giving up all hope of obtaining a sett'ed ministry, 
have connected themselves with other branches of the church, or removed to settle- 
ments still farther west. This has been truly discouraging to those who remained. 
steadfast. But we trust that these solitary places will yet have reason to rejoice. 
The organization of a Presbytery in this western wilderness, appears already to have 
had its influence, in reviving the spirits of the Lord's people, and in giving a new 
impulse to their exertious. 

As a Pre-bytery, our location is peeuliar. We are situated in a region where the 
principles of the Associate Church meet with a formidable opposition, where the most 
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gross errors are promulgated, and received with avidity. Even those errors, many of 
which do not flourish in a more enlightened part of the community, here meet with 
but little restraint; for such is the scarcity of the word, and so seldom is it preached, 
that whoever comes in the character of a gospel minister, it matters not what are his 
principles, he is joyfully received, and encouraged in his administrations. ~ 

In many places within our bounds, members of almost all the variety of religious 
denominations are found mingled together, and entirely destitute of the word of life. 
Among such there are many, who profess to approve of secession principles, and 
manifest an earnest desire to unite with us in a scriptural profession as soon as an 
opportunity is afforded. From these we have received repeated calls for preaching. 
To these calls we have not been able to respond for the want of ministerial aid, for 
such a small portion of supply was received during the last year, that Presbytery 
could not without injury to the vacancies occupy any new station, 

Our settled congregations are gradually increasing. The vacancies under our care 
have been much refreshed by the labours of Mr, John L, M‘Lean, who with fidelity 
and acceptance fulfilled the appointments of Presbytery. 

Mr. Samuel M‘Lean has not appeared within our bounds, nor rendered any rea- 
son for the non-fulfilment of his appointment. By this failure our congregations 
have sustained a severe loss. The frequent complaints of Presbyteries on this sub- 
ject surely call for the immediate action of synod, that more energetic measures may 
be taken, to put an end to this system of independency, and to secure to the destitute 
their promised portion. 

The vacancies have this year been as liberal as usual, but the amount received has 
not been sufficient for the payment of the supply sent. Having no funds at their dis- 
posal, Presbytery have agreed that they will, and hereby do, respectfully solicit 
Synod to grant to Mr. John L. M‘Lean the sum of fourteen dollars, the balance due 
to him for his services within our bounds, 

There is, perhaps, no section of the church where the demand for a supply of 
preaching is more urgent. We hope, therefore, that Synod will grant us as much as 
is consistent with the welfare of other sections of the church, and it would be more 
advantageous, both to the congregations, and the persons appointed, if the supply were 
sent in the summer, rather than in the winter months. 

The Synod’s fast, as far as has been ascertained by us, was observed by our mem- 
bers. 

A call for the Rev. John L. M‘Lean, from the united eongregations of Apple Creek, 
and Buffalo, has been sustained, and is herewith transmitted to Synod, with a request 
that it be presented as soon as practicable. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES C. BRUCE, Moderator. 
ANDREW RODGERS, Presbytery Clerk. 


No. 2. The Report of the Presbytery of Miami—referred as 
above. 
Report of the Presbytery of Miami. 


Since our last report to Synod, our ministerial aid has been greatly diminished. 
As is shown by the minutes of Synod’s commission, the pastoral relation of Mr. 
James Adams to the congregation of Wassie’s Creek, was dissolved by his deposition 
from the holy office of the gospel ministry in July last. 

At a meeting of Presbytery in the same month, our brother, Rev. James Temple- 
ton, tendered to Presbytery his resignation of the pastoral charge of the congregation 
of Sugar Creek, which was reluctantly accepted. 

In consequence of the greatly increased demand on Presbytery for supply of gos- 
pel ordinances, especially through these two congregations being thrown destitute 
upon our care, the injury sustained through the entire failure of Mr. W. H. Walker 
tc fulfil his Synodical appointment in our bounds was the more sensibly felt; and 
here we feel constrained to complain of this growing evil, and would urge Synod to 
adopt such measures as will secure the more certain fulfilment of your appointments. 
While we feel constrained thus to complain of the delinquency of this young brother, 
we are hound, also, to acknowledge the liberality of the Vresbytery of Albany and 
Philadelphia, in remitting to this Presbytery, upon application made by us to that 
effect, the portion of Mr. I. N. Laughead’s labours allowed them by Synod. 

Agreeably to the direction of Synod, Presbytery took Mr. I, N. Laughead on trial 
for licensure. After delivering the usual pieces of trial, he was on the 10th of July 
licensed to preach the everlasting gospel, and hus since that time, with the exception 
of several weeks, during which time he was prevented by sickness, been actively and 
very acecptably engaged in the service of the church. 

A call from the congregation of Massie’s Creek on Mr. James P. Smart, has been 
sustained by Presbytery, and was, on the 10th April presented, and by him accepted: 
his ordination and installation have not yet taken place, 
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Two calls on Mr. I. N. Laughead,—one of them from Poplar Ridge, Planefield, and 
Renton, and the other from Pistol Creek, Big Spring, and Salem, have been received 
and sustained; we, therefore, earnestly request Synod to send Mr, Laughead into our 
bounds immediately, that we may have a speedy opportunity of presenting these 
calls. 

Application has been made by Presbytery, to the settled congregations under their 
care, for contributions to meet the necessary expenses of Synod’s commission: we re- 
gret that we are under the necessity of reporting that our application, owing to se- 
veral causes, was not entirely successful; a balance of $16,40, is yet due to members 
of that commission, and, as we apprehend another application for contribution from 
these congregations would be unavailing, we are under the necessity of applying to 
Synod tor the means of liquidating this balance. 

The case of Rev. James Lyle having been by Synod referred to this Presbytery, 
we tabled against him a libel imbodying the charges informally preferred against 


him by Synod, and took every other step legally requisite to a fair investigation of 


his case; but when the time appointed for trial arrived, Mr. Lyle neither appeared, 
nor sent us any manner of communication; we were informed, however, by letter, by 
a brother, that Mr. Lyle had left Jacksonville, Ala., his former residence, and again 
removed—our corresponding informant could not tell us whither: we have some diffi- 
culty to know what farther step to take in his case, and, therefore, request Synod to 
take his case into their own hands, or give us farther instructions. 

A liberal portion of the supply at Synod’s disposal is earnestly requested. The 
necessity of this request will appear the more manifest from a statement of the fact, 
that a new vacancy in Adams County, Ohio, has lately been taken under our care, the 
necessities and prospects of which are such that we have considered it our duty at 
our present meeting to pledge ourselves to give them supply, if practicable, for one- 
fourth of the ensuing year. 

Respectfully submitted, , 
SAMUEL WILSON, Presbytery Clerk. 
ANDREW HERON, Mod. 

Xenia, May 8th, 1839. 


No. 3. The Report of the Presbytery of Muskingum, which was, 
on motion, referred to the committee of Supplies. 


Report of the Presbytery of Muskingum. 


In presenting this, our annual report, to the Synod, we have reason to acknowledg: 
the good hand of God upon us, during the past year. Our harmony and externa 
prosperity have met with no particular interruption, and our hands have been greatly 
strengthened by the addition of acceptable ministerial aid. 

Messrs. Samuel M‘Arthur and James M‘Gill, having given the usual probationary 
exercises, much to our satisfaction, were each ordained and installed as Pastors in 
the congregations respectively whose calls they accepted at last meeting of Synod. 

Messrs. J. W. Harsha, William H. Walker, and John L. M‘Lean, were also duly 
licensed to preach the everlasting gospel, Although we have but one organized va- 
cancy within our bounds, yet there are several calls made on us, by a few families 
in different places for supply of preaching. In some instances these openings are 
very promising. ‘The Presbytery have taken measures to raise funds to aid in send. 
ing supply to those who are desirous of obtaining it, but are as yet unable to meet 
the necessary expenses. We therefore ask a full proportion of the supply that may 
be at the disposal of Synod. 

On inquiry, it was ascertained that all the members of Presbytery had cbserved 
the Synodical fast. 

By order of Presbytery, 
THOMAS HANNA, Presbytery Clerk. 


No. 4. The Report of the "Presbytery of Shenango, which was, 
on motion, referred back to said Presbytery for correction. 

No. 5. A call from Apple Creek and Buffalo, for Mr. John L. 
M‘Lean, which was, on motion, laid on the table. 

No. 6. A petition from Randolph County, Illinois, praying for a 
speedy issue of the case of the Rev. !saac Beggs, and the enjoy- 
ment of his labours among them, as their stated pastor. This pe- 
tition was, on motion, laid on the table, until the report of the 
Presbytery of Indiana shall be received. 

No. 7. A memorial from certain members of the Associate Con- 
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egation of Cadiz, respecting the duty of public covenanting. 

his memorial was, on motion, referred to a select committee, wit 
instructions to report at the present meeting. Dr. Beveridge and 
Mr. Martin were appointed said committee. 

No. 8. A Report of the Presbytery of Miami, on the printed 
draught of a book of discipline. This report was, on motion, laid on 
the table. 

No. 9. A call from Tuscaloosa for Mr. Joseph T. Cooper. This 
call was, on motion, referred to the Presbytery of Miami. 

No. 10. The Report of the Presbytery of Stamford. As there is 
no member present from said Presbytery, and as a standing rule of 
Synod prohibits the receiving of a report from any Presbytery 
which has no representative present in the Synod, it was, on mo- 
tion, resolved, that the aforesaid rule be rescinded. ‘The Report 
was then read, and on motion, referred to the committee of sup- 
plies, and on the funds. 


Report of the Presbytery of Stamford. 


No material change has taken place in our settled congregations since last meeting 
of Synod. ‘The supply allotted to us was received, which, we trust, has proved re- 
freshing to our vacancies. 

We regret to observe that the small balance due to Mr. M’Gill, for missionary ser- 
vices in our bounds last year, was not paid. ‘This, we believe, was an oversight, 
owing to the press of business. To prevent such an occurrence, Presbytery have 
paid whatever arrears were due to Messrs. Small and Walker, (namely, $16,25 to 
the former, and $12 to the latter,) and wish to do so in future to those who may be 
appointed to us, if we be allowed by Synod, to retain, and apply, to this purpose the 
collections that have been, or may be raised in our congregations for Synod’s funds, 
so far as this may go. In hope of being allowed to do so, we retain for the present, 
a collection from the Associate congregation of Dumfries, amounting fo $15,374. 

Presbytery have sustained a call from London Congregation, for Mr. Edward 
Small, preacher, which we transmit to Synod for presentation, 

We trust, that Synod will grant us as liberal a supply of preachers as circumstances 
will permit. Supply equal to a preacher the whole year, would be desirable, as we 
have the prospect of soon organizing another congregation in Chinguacousey, and 
would wish to be able to meet other applications. 

As Synod’s former intention of making to our Presbytery a donation of Testimonies 
has never been carried into effect, we hope that it may be done now, as the want is 
great and increasing. 

A day of fasting has been generally observed by our congregations, but it has been 
found that that appointed by Synod is often at a season when it is very difficult for 
many of our people to attend. We would tlierefore suggest the propriety of a later 
period in the winter being fixed, if a simultaneous and universal observance is expected. 

DAVID COUTTS, Moderator. 


Messrs. Miller, D. Gordon, John Robertson, and John Bishop, 
asked and obtained leave of absence. 

No. 11. A memorial from James Mitchell on slavery, and 

No. 12. A memorial from certain brethren of the Congregation of 
Massie’s Creek, in relation to the Ferguson case, now in the hands 
of Synod. Both these memorials were, on motion, referred to the 
committee of Bills and Overtures. 

No. 13. A communication from the Rev. Dr. Pressly, as a mem- 
ber of a committee appointed by the Convention of the Reformed 
Churches lately held in this city, containing a copy of the proceed- 
ings of said Convention, and requesting the appointment of dele- . 
gates, by this Synod, to attend another meeting of the Convention, 
to be held at Philadelphia, on the third Thursday of September 
next. This communication was, on motion, referred to a select 
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committee, consisting of Dr. Ramsay, Dr. Beveridge, and Mr. An- 
derson. 

The commission appointed to meet at Massie’s Creek, last July, 
laid their Minutes on the Synod’s table, and on motion, the com- 
missioners were ordered to prepare a condensed report of their 
proceedings, to be published with the Minutes of Synod. 

During the progress of the discussion, in relation to the above 
Minutes, the members of the Presbytery of Chartiers, had asked 
and obtained leave of absence during the remainder of the present 
sitting. 

Adjourned till 2 o’clock. Closed with prayer. 


2 o’clock, P. M. 


The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. Members pre- 
sent as above. ‘The Minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and 
approved. 

Papers being called for, the following were given in and read, 
namely, 

No 14. The Report of the Presbytery of Cambridge, which was, 
on motion, referred to a select committee, consisting of Dr. Ram- 
say and Mr. J. Scroggs. 


Report of the Associate Presbytery of Cambridge. 


The Associate Presbytery of Cambridge report, that though they have cause to 
bless God, that he is still maintaining his cause among us, and has been “lifting up 
a standard when the enemy was coming in as a flood, yet there is occasion for great 
searchings of heart for the divisions of Reuben. ‘This Presbytery have suffered the 
loss of one member, the Rev. A. Whyte, since the last meeting of Synod, by with- 
drawal; but, with this exception, they have, through the mercy of God, enjoyed peace 


among themselves, and harmony of sentiment and action. Yet they have with grief 


seen the congregations under their care tempted and disturbed by separatists, and 
some of the people drawn away from their profession. Christ's fan is in his hand, 
and he is purging his floor, and though the Presbytery feel it as a chastisement, they 
believe that it is a work of merey for the support of truth and godliness. But as 
Christ’s work, whether of mercy or of judgment, requires action of his followers, so 
the attention, not only of Presbytery, but of Synod, is necessary to this section of the 
church, (The attention of Synod is especially requested to the conduct of those 
whose sentence of deposition, they last year confirmed, and of others who have taken 
part and encouraged them in their disobedience and disorder.) Dr. A. Bullions and 
Mr. Stalker have continued the exercise of the ministry in ordinances both teaching 
and sealing; they have disregarded and trampled on the decisions of Synod as well 
as of Presbytery, and contemned the authority and order of Christ’s house. They 
have set an example of insubordination which some of the people have followed, and 
become fugitives from discipline. Their doctrines virtually denying¢ church govern- 
ment and discipline, have been embraced by the latitudinarian, the ignorant and un- 
stable. They have entered other congregations than their own under the care of this 
Presbytery, dispensed ordinances among them, and led some of the unstable from the 
communion of the Associate Church in devotion to persons and to a party. The 
Associate Presbytery of Vermont, have encouraged them and assisted in these disorders 
and schisms, by one of the grossest outrages on Presbyterial order and government, 
respecting which, a special report will be laid before Synod. ‘Those deposed minis- 
ters have held out the idea to their people and to others, that the decisions of Synod 
in their cases were not final—that their protests were admitted, and that they have a 
right to preach under them, contrary to the express decisions of Synod in these cases, 
and many profess to follow them through the influence of these representations. It 
is hoped that Synod will not allow these measures and representations to pass unre- 
proved, nor suffer the people to be farther insnared without taking such measures as 
may be calculated to undeceive the ignorant, to correct mistaken apprehensions, and 
to maintain the order of the Presbyterial church government, The Presbytery have 
endeavoured to deal with Messrs. Stalke: and Bullions, according to the order of Sy- 
nod, but have received little in answer to their citations but refusals and expressions 
of contempt. Presbytery would ask the advice of Synod what farther measures they 
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should take in the cases of these men respectively. A special report on the case of 
the Rev. A, Whyte, will be laid before Synod. 

Presbytery acknowledge the diligence and faithfulness of the Synod’s commis- 
sioners, Messrs. M‘Kee and M‘Gill, although their labours did not produce the de- 
sired results, 

The vacancies attached to this Presbytery in Canada have had but little supply 
during the past year. The necessities of the congregations in the immediate vicinity 
of the members of Presbytery, have required special attention on account of their pe- 
culiar circumstances; and much of the supply allotted to this portion of the church 
by Synod was appointed at such a season, that the Presbytery could not avail them. 
selves of it for the assistance of the vacancies in Canada. ‘The Presbytery would re- 
new their request that Synod would allow some special supply to those vacancies, and 
furnish the necessary expenses of it. Presbytery acknowledge the commendable 
punctuality of the probationers sent to them in the fulfillment of their appointments. 
The Rev. George M, Hall, by an arrangement with a member of this Presbytery, has 
been in our bounds for some months; and though we regret the privation which his 
congregation in Indiana have suffered by his absence and by the Providential failure 
of the arrangement for supply in his place, yet we feel grateful for the acceptable as- 
sistance thus providentially rendered to us and the congregations under our care. 
Presbytery still request such a share of supply as Synod can afford. ‘There is due to 
Mr. James Law, the sum of $15, for missionary services in Lower Canada, which 
Presbytery request Synod to furnish from their funds. 

D. GORDON, Moderator. 
A. ANDERSON, Presbytery Clerk, 


No. 15. A memorial from the session of Cmsar’s Creek, on the 
subject of occasional hearing, which was, on motion, referred to 
the committee of Bills and Overtures. 

On motion, it was resolved, that the Report of the committee of 
last year on the Ferguson case, lying on the Synod’s table, be re- 
ferred, together with all the papers relating to said case, to the 
committee of Bills and Overtures. 

No. 16. A memorial from certain brethren under the inspection 
of the Presbytery of Stamford, complaining of the procedure and 
decisions of said Presbytery, in refusing to receive and sustain a 
charge laid against the Associate Session of Dumfries. This memo- 
rial was, on motion, referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. 8S. Hindman, Donnan, and Miller. ' 

No. 17. The Report of the Presbytery of Ohio, which was, on 
motion, recommitted to said Presbytery. 

No. 18. A communication from the Associate Synod of original 
Seceders in Scotland, which was, on motion, referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Dr. Ramsay, and Messrs. Anderson and 
Imbrie. 

No. 19. The Report of the Presbytery of Albany, which was, on 
motion, referred to the committee of Supplies. | 


Report of the Associate Presbytery of Albany. 


For some time past the Head of the church has been subjecting to a severe trial 
the fidelity of this Presbytery, in the matter of “holding fast his name.” It is 
hoped, however, that through the good hand of our God upon us, we shall be enabled 
to “abide the trial,” and “endure to the end,” and that our “stcadfastness in the 
faith,” will be made manifest to all. It is known to the Synod, that some, who 
were formerly associated with us in the public maintenance of a witnessing profes- 
sion, and associated, too, by pledges of the most sacred character, have abandaned 
our standard—“have gone out from us.” This schism, whatever may be pre- 
tended to the contrary, originated doubtless in a want of cordial attachment to the 
principles of our public profession. Hence, though the Presbytery has by this de- 
fection been reduced in number, there has been no reduction in point of real strength. 
The cause, in which the Associate Churci: has displayed her banner, is really in as 
good condition within our bounds as ever it was. However mueh, therefore, the 
conduct of our schismatical brethren, and their adherents is to be lamented on their 
own account, it rather furnishes matter of gratulation than otherwise, when the true 
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interests of our Zion are taken into consideration. It is truly a dangerous case when 
“a man’s foes are they of his own household.” Although, therefore, the Presbytery 
has been called during the past year, to contend against the most unprincipled oppo- 
sition, yet that opposition has been from without; and hence, the danger arising to 
our holy cause has not been really so great as in former years, when the same oppo- 
sition was waged against us, but from within. 

As the Synod must be aware of the existence of the schism to which we have re- 
ferred, it will not be necessary that we should, at present, particularize any thing 
more concerning it, It may be stated, however, that the congregations adhering to 
the Presbytery appear to be generally in a settled state, and manifest a becoming de- 
gree of attachment to the casuse of truth as exhibited in our public profession. 

The second congregation in the city of New York has been called in the Provi- 
dence of God to encounter a succession of trials, which have greatly enfeebled it; but 
we nevertheless hope, that it will prove instrumental in keeping alive the secession 
cause in that city. 

In September last the Presbytery found it necessary to deprive Mr. James Wil- 
liamson of the authority formerly given him to preach in the Associate Church, 
and to suspend him from the fellowship thereof, on account of his insubordination 
and schismatical conduct. 

The Presbytery, also, in obedience to the order of Synod undertook “to deal” 
with the suspended brethren, namely, Messrs, P. Bullions, Stark, and Blair; and having 
cited thei three several] times to appear and answer for their misconduct, but without 
receiving from them the least notice whatever, the Presbytery found itself shut up to 

‘the infliction of a higher degree of censure upon them. Accordingly, on the 17th 
of April last, the aforesaid suspended brethren were in the name and by the authority 
of Zion’s King, deposed from the office of the holy ministry. 

The Synodical fast was duly observed by our congregations, though, in some in- 
stances, not on the day appointed by the Synod. 

Owing to bodily indisposition, our brother Mr. De Freest was unable to fulfil his 
Synodical appointments at the south. 

The Synod is respectfully requested to grant us an adequate portion of supplies for 
our vacancies during the ensuing year. 

Respectfully submitted, 


PETER CAMPBELL, Moderator. 
Pittsburgh, May 23d, 1839. 


No. 20. The Report of the Presbytery of Chartiers, which was, 
on motion, referred to the committee of Supplies. 


Report of the Associate Presbytery of Chartiers. 


Since the last meeting of Synod the calls reported for Mr. David Thompson, have 
been presented, and the call to the united congregations of Mount Hope and Cross 
Creek accepted. He has been accordingly ordained as their pastor. Calls have also been 
moderated for Mr. John W. Harsha, in the congregations of Noblestown, and also of 
Ohio, which have been sustained, and are hereby forwarded to the Synod to be pre- 
sented. The Rev. Alexander Wilson, without any notice given to the Presbytery, 
has relinquished the congregation of Peter’s Creek, and the communion of the Asso- 
ciate Church. His late congregation is to be added to the list of our vacancies, and 
the Synod will perceive from their statements, that a greater portion of supply than 
usual will be necessary to meet the wants uf this and other vacanciga. 

Mr. Sawyer was admitted to attend the Theological Seminary, but not having 
completed the usual preparatory studies, he will give attention to these during the 
summer in order to his full admission as a student. The members of the Presbytery 
have all observed the Synodical fast We have nothing farther, to report, unless it 
be that through the divine goodness, nothing has occurred for several years past to 
interrupt the harmony of our members, or materially to affect the prosperity of our 
congregatiuns. 

WILLIAM WILSON, Moderator, pro tem. 
JAMES RAMSAY, Clerk. 


The Report of the Presbytery of Shenango, as corrected, was 
given in, and on motion, referred to the committee of Supplies. 


To the Associate Synod of North America, to meet in Pittsburgh, 4th Wednesday of 
May, 1839, 


The Presbytery of Shenango report, 


That peace and prosperity seem again to be restored, in this portion of Zion, and 
have reason to be thankful, that we have not such evidences, now, of the Lord’s con- 
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troversy; as we had some time past, in the reduction of our number, and are encour- 
aged, to hope, that his chastenings, in this respect, will ultimately be overruled for 
profit. The persons allotted by Synod, to supply our vacancies, promptly fulfilled their 
appointments. 

The pastoral relation between Rev. A. Boyd, and his congregation was dissolved, 
in October last; since that time he has been supplying in some of our vacancies. A 
call from the united congregations of Springfield, and Rocky Spring, for Mr. Edward 
Small, was sustained in January last, and on presentation, was by him accepted. 

A call has been sustained from the congregation of Mercer, for Mr. James P. 
Smart, likewise a call from Cherry Ran congregation, for half the ministerial labours 
of the Rev. Thomas Ferrier, which has been sustained by Presbytery, and which we 
hope will be accepted. No other material changes have taken place; and we again 
crave of Synod a just proportion of supply. 

Respectfully submitted, by order of Presbytery. 
WILLIAM C. POLLOCK, Clerk, 


On motion, it was resolved to inquire how far the Synod’s order 
of last year, in relation to absentees from the Synod’s meeting, had 
been complied with by Presbyteries. After some conversation, it 
was agreed to suspend the inquiry, and appoint a committee to 
ascertain to what Presbyteries, respectively, the absentees from 
last meeting of Synod belong, and report before the Synod rise. 
Messrs. D. Gordon and Rodgers were appointed said committee. 

The records of Presbyteries being called for, the following re- 
cords were declared to be forward, and referred to their respective 
committees, as follow: namely, 

Those of the Presbytery of Allegheny, referred to Messrs. Dick- 
son and Lindsay. 

Those of the Presbytery of Shenango, referred to Messrs. Clokey 
and Hanna. 

Those of the Presbytery of Ohio, referred to Messrs. S. Hind- 
man and Donnan. 

Those of the Presbytery of Chartiers, referred to Messrs. J. 
Scroggs and Imbrie. 

Those of the Presbytery of Muskingum, referred to Messrs. Hall 
and M‘Kee. 

Those of the Presbytery of Miami, referred to Messrs. Isaac an 
Irvine. 

Those of the Presbytery of Indiana, referred to Messrs. Lindsay 
and Patterson. 

Information was given that the records of the Presbyteries of 
Richland and Illinois were not in readiness—the excuses offered 
were sustained. 

On motion, Mr. Dickson was added to the committee to tran- 
scribe the Minutes. 

No. 21. A petition from Sumpter County, Alabama, for supply, 
which was, on motion, referred to the committee of Supplies. 

No. 22. A petition from persons claiming to be the Associate 
Congregation of Cambridge, complaining of certain grievances in 
their situation. The Moderator having decided that this paper 
could not be received, an appeal was taken from the decision, but 
not sustained. From this decision, Mr. Heron entered his dissent. 

On motion, it was agreed to take up the appeals from the deci- 
sion of the Presbytery of Miami, in relation to the violation of the 
Synod’s rule, on the publication of the purpose of marriage, by 
Thomas White and Mr. Heron. The report of the committee of 
Vor. XVI.—2 
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appeals laid on the table last year, was read, together with all the 
papers connected with the case. The parties were heard and re- 
moved, and a motion was made to sustain the appeals. While 
this motion was under consideration, the Synod adjourned till the 
usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 


Friday, May 24. 

The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. Members pre- 
sent as above. The Minutes of last sitting were read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Blair gave notice that he protested against the decision of 
yesterday afternoon, in relation to the petition from the Congrega- 
tion of Cambridge. In this protest he was joined by Mr. Brown. 

On motion, Dr. Ramsay and Mr. Miller were appointed a com- 
mittee to complete the minute in the above cage. 

Papers being called for, the following were given in and read: 
namely, 

No. 22. A memorial from certain brethren in the bounds of the 
Presbytery of Miami, complaining of certain decisions of Synod 
last year, in the case of the Presbytery of Albany, Dr. A. Bullions, 
and Mr. Stalker, and praying for a reconsideration and reversal of 
said decisions. This memorial was, on motion, referred to a se- 
lect committee, consisting of Dr. Beveridge, and Messrs. Walker, 
and J. Scroggs, with power to send for persons and papers. 

No. 23. The Report of the Presbytery of Indiana, which was, 
on motion, referred to the committees of Appeals and Supplies. 


Report of the Presbytery of Indiana. 

In presenting this our first report to Synod, we have only to state, that agreeably 
to a previous order of Synod, the Presbytery of Indiana was organized at Blooming- 
ton on the eighth of August, 1838. A number of petitions were presented at that 
meeting, for supply of gospel ordinances, und they have since increased. Judging 
trom the solicitude expressed in these petitions, we are led to believe that there is 
among the many destitute people within our bounds a hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness, and to trust that the Lord will in his own good time fill them aceurd- 
ing to his promise. ‘There appears, also, to be a commendable attention to ordi- 
nances where they are enjoyed. During the few months that we have existed in a 
presbyterial capacity, we have neither witnessed nor felt any thing but peace and 
tranquillity, and our hope and prayer is that these rare blessings may be long con- 
tinued with us. But whilst we have cause to rejoice and take courage on the one 
hand, we have experienced something of divine chastisement on the other. Our bro- 
ther Mr. Ingles, in consequence of i]! health, has preached but three Sabbaths since 
August, and as there is but little hope entertained of his recovery soon, it would seem 
but just that some provision be made for supplying his destitute ¢ongregations. A 
liberal portion of Synod’s aid is earnestly solicited on another account. Mr. Hall 
having been disappointed in his expectation of one to fill his pulpit during his ab- 
sence the last winter, his people have been destitute the principal part of the time, and 
as it is probable that he will feel it necessary, for providential reasons, to resign his 
charge soon, they may be vacant a considerable part of the ensuing year. A call 
from the Associate Congregation of Bloomington for the ministerial labours of Mr. 
Isaac N. Laughead, has been sustained by Presbytery, which, together with the ac- 
companying papers, is herewith transmitted to Synod, to be presented to the candidate 
with other competing calls. Also, a call from the united congregations of Princeton 
and Midway for Mr. John L. M‘Lean has been sustained by Presbytery, which, to- 
gether with other accompanying papers, is herewith handed over to Synod for presen- 
tation. We have farther to state that Mr. James A. Brown having requested the pri- 
vilege of prosecuting his studies under the care of Presbytery during the last winter, 
and the professors of the Theological Seminary having signified their willingness 
that he should do so, his request was granted, and, accordingly, he continued under 
our direction through the winter, during which time he manifested commendable di- 
ligence and improvement. As it respects the difficulty about occasional hearing, 
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which stood in his way of obtaining license last year, we are happy to state that it is 

now entirely removed, and we feel the utmost freedom in recommending him as a 

candidate for licensure as soon as convenient. Respecting the case of Mr. Beggs, re- 

ferred to us at last meeting of Synod, we have only to state that the papers in the 

case not being forwarded in time, nothing could be done at our first meeting, and 

when they were afterwards obtained were found so utterly defective, there being no 
libel or charge formal, nor informal nor any properly authenticated minute in the 
case, Presbytery, thinking it impracticable to come to any proper decision under the 
circumstances, resolved after due consideration to refer the whole matter back to your 
Rev. body, and transmit the papers; and in doing so we would humbly and earnestly 

entreat Synod to take up and issue the case at the present meeting, if possible, sinc: 

the cause of truth and good order has already suffered much by unnecessary delay 

We are, also, sorry to inform Synod that Mr. Beggs has been preaching, notwith- 
standing his suspension by the proper authority. This he acknowledged at our first 
meeting, and we entreated him to desist, though the time might seem to be long, 
which he declared to be the reason of his doing so. He accordingly did cease for a 
few months, but after the Presbytery referred his case back to Synod he resumed 
preaching, and continued, according to his own acknowledgment, to do so through 
the winter, giving as his reason that he thought our deed equivalent to an acquittal; 
but how he could arrive at such a conclusion we cannot say. Having thus endea- 
voured to discharge the duty assigned us, but failed through a want of the requisite 
papers, and having given Synod such information as we possessed on the subject, we 
leave the whole matter to your disposal, trusting that it will be speedily and righte- 
ously terminated, By order of Presbytery, 


J. M. HENDERSON, Moderator. 
JAMES DICKSON, Clerk. 


No. 24. The Report of the Presbytery of Richland, which was, 
on motion, referred to the committees of Bills and Overtures, and 
also of Supplies. 


Report of the Presbytery of Richland. 


In presenting our first report we have to state, that—in obedience_to the order of 
Synod, the ministers with their elders respective ly, included in that part of the Pres. 
bytery of Muskingum lying west and north of the Tuscarawas, and Muskingum 
rivers, met at Wooster, on the Ist Wednesday of August last, and were constituted 
into a Presbytery by Mr. Samuel Irvine, who previously preached from Psalm 
133rd, Ist. 

The calls for Mr. Robert Forrester mentioned in the last annual report of the Pres. 
bytery of Muskingum, with one for the same person from the congregation of Ohio, 
transinitted by the Presoytery of Chartiers, being presented; and that from Truro ac- 
cepted; Mr. Robert Forrester, on the 7th of November last, was ordained to the of. 
fice of the holy ministry, and installed pastor of the congregation of Truro. 

Recently a change has been effected in Mr. Hindman’s charge. Formerly it con. 
sisted of three branches; now it consists of four. In consequence of the southern 
part of Washington congregation having been by Presbytery struck off into a regu- 
jar vacancy, the northern part felt unable to retain the time previously enjoyed by 
the whole of the original congregation, namely, one third, and accordingly petitioned 
to be released from their pastor one-half of said time. ‘The congregation of Mansfield, 
which, also, had enjoyed a third of the time, avowedly un account of inability to 
support, presented a similar petition. Both these petitions were granted by Pres. 
bytery, and in consequence Mr, Hindman was left unsettled one-third of his time 
Soon after, a call from the conjoined congregations of Killbuck and Mohican, for two- 
thirds of the time, with one from South Washington for one-fourth, were presented 
to Mr. Hindman, the latter of which was accepted, still, however, one-twelfth of his 
time is not occupied in a settled way. 

The supply allotted to us by Synod was not all received. Mr. Samuel M‘Lean nei- 
ther came into our bounds, nor sent any excuse for not doing so. Mr. Smail, we 
suppose, was prevented from fulfilling his appointment with us, by his accepting a 
call in a different Presbytery. Mr. I. N. Laughead, by bodily indisposition, was pre- 
vented from fulfilling his regular appointment, but came and supplied in our vacancies 
during the month of April. Messrs. Harsha and Smart fulfilled their appointments. 
Besides three organized vacancies, we have application from four different places for. 
preaching, and, therefore, would solicit as liberal a proportion of supply as the ge- 
neral demand will warrant. 

To the book of church government and discipline submitted to the several Presby- 
teries two years ago, we have given some attention, and would say, that, while we 
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think it in some respects preferable to the one now in use, we cannot consent to its 
adoption as a substitute without some amendments, In a new book of the kind, not 
to mention the grounds of censure enumerated in the old, would have, we appre- 
hend, an injurious effect—at least it should contain a distinct and explicit reference 
to the Testiinony and Confession on the subject, with a statement of those offences 
now judged censurable, though not expressly mentioned in the above standards; for ex- 
ample, the practices of occasional hearing and slave-holding. ‘The forms appended to 
the old should be retained in the new, and others, namely, of censure, and the obli- 
gations in baptism, added, It would, we think, also be for edification and peace, to 
define a protest as taken against a decision of the highest court; showing what privi- 
leges a protestor may claim in such a case, 

As the subject of slavery is now deeply agitating the community—and as some 
im our own communion are unwilling to admit the immorality of holding human be- 
ings as goods and chattels; and others, while they admit slavery to be a sin, main- 
tain that the people of the non-slaveholding states have nothing to do with the evil, 
we would suggest the propriety of Synod’s addressing a letter to the churches under 
their care on this subject. A call from the conjoined congregations of Killbuck, Mo- 
hican, and Clear Creek, for Mr. I. N. Laughead has been sustained, and is herewith 
transmitted, to be presented as soon as convenient. In conclusion, we have to ex- 
press our acknowledgement of the divine favour manifested to us in our infant state. 

By order of Presbytery, 
S. IRVINE, Moderator. 
J. M‘KEE, Presbytery Clerk. 


No. 25. A call from the Congregations of Princeton and Midway, 
for Mr. John L. M‘Lean, referred to in the Report of the Presby- 
tery of Indiana, and 

No. 26. A call from Bloomington for Mr. I. N. Laughead, re- 


ferred to, in the above report. ‘These calls were, on motion, laid 
on the table. 


No. 27. The Report of the Board of Managers of the Theologi- 
cal Seminary, which was, on motion, laid on the table. 


Report of the Board of Managers of the Theological Seminary. 


The annual meeting of the board took place on the 27th of March, at the Theolo-. 
gical Seminary. 

The number of students in attendance during the last session was twenty-one. 
Their names and grades respectively are as follow, namely: Messrs. Thomas Gil- 
kerson, James Hawthorn, William Smith, and David R. Imbrie of the 4th year. 

Messrs. John Bryan, John M, French, Isaac Law, Daniel H. A. M‘Lean, Archibald 
Reid, and George C, Vincent, of the 3rd year. 

Messrs. Ambrose Barcroft, David Bullions, William J. Cleland, James R. Doig, 
James W. Logue, John Patrick, John Tod, and Thomas B, Walker of the 2nd year, 
and Messrs, Titus Bassfield, Robert J. Hammond, and Benjamin F. Sawyer of the 
Ist year. 

Discourses were delivered by all the students excepting one of the 3rd year, (who 
was prevented by indisposition,) and those of the lst year, which were generally con- 
sidered as respectable specimens of theological attainments. Those of the 4th year 
were examined on the distinguishing principles of the Secession Church, and their an- 
swers were satisfactory. 

The board take the liberty of expressing their opinion, that it would be improper 
for Mr. John Patrick to continue his theological studies, as he has stated doubts 
concerning the immorality of slavery, in opposition to the act of Synod, and as he 
has withdrawn for some time from the communion of the church, 

A contribution has been received from a friend of the Associate Church, amount- 
ing to one hundred dollars, which has been distributed by the board equally, to the 
aid of five students of theology. 

By order of the Board, 
THOMAS HANNA, Secretary. 


P.S. According to the organization of the hoard, the term of service of Messrs. 
Donnan and Walker will expire at this meeting. 


No. 28. A memorial from certain brethren, in the bounds of the 
Presbytery of Miami, in opposition to the one voted above, and 
marked No. 22. This Memorial was, on motion, referred to the 
same select committee as the former. 
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‘ 


No. 29. A paper containing reasons of protest by Mr. Stalker, 
against the Synod’s decision of last year in his case, and a petition 
for a reconsideration of the case. ‘The first part of this paper was, 
on motion, laid on the table. The petition was rejected as inad- 
missible. 

No. 30. A memorial and petition from the Congregation of N. 
Argyle, in relation to the case of their pastor, Mr. Stalker. The 
Moderator having decided that this paper is not admissible, till it 
come through the Presbytery of Cambridge, an appeal was taken 
from the decision, but not sustained. From this decision Messrs. 
Heron, Ferrier, Blair, Brown, and Rough, entered their dissent. 
Mr. Clokey also dissented, for reasons to be given in. 

No. 31. A petition from the Second Congregation of New York, 
praying for pecuniary aid from the Synod in maintaining a stated 
dispensation of gospel ordinances among them. This petition was, 
on motion, referred to the committee of Missions. Dr. Bruce was, 
at his own request, released from serving on said committee, and 
Mr. Isaac, appointed in his stead. 

No. 32. The Report of the Presbytery of Allegheny, which was, 
on motion, referred to the committee of Supplies. 


Report of the Presbytery of Allegheny. 

Presbytery, in presenting this, our report, to Synod, cannot refrain from expressing 
our thankfulness tothe Author of all our mercies, that two ministers have been added 
to our number since the last meeting of Synod, and that peace and harmony prevail 
among the members and people. Mr. John M‘Auley was ordained to the office of 
the holy ministry, in the Congregations of Upper Piney, Jefferson, and Cherry Run, 
in the month of July; and Mr. Rodgers has been installed in the Congregation of Al- 
legheny. 

Presbytery have failed in getting any supply from Synod during’ the last year, 
for our vacancies, excepting three or four Sabbaths from Mr. Ferrier: we think it 
will be obvious to any one who will look over the statistical table of the various Pres- 
byteries, that there is not an equal distribution of the labours of our travelling preach- 
ers in the different Presbyteries. We hope Synod will attend more particularly to 
the claims of our Presbytery: Mr. Dickey has resigned his charge in the town of 
Kittaning, and remains with the other branches of his congregation. Mr. Blair has 
tendered the resignation of the Couemaugh branch of his congregation, and there 
is little doubt but it will be accepted by Presbytery, at its first meeting, which will 
take place in a few weeks. These things will show that our demand for supply of 
preaching is on the increase. 

We have called on all the members of our Presbytery who left Synod, last year, be- 
fore its close; and their reasons have been sustained by Presbytery. 

We are very desirous that Synod should, at this meeting, be enabled on scriptu- 
ral grounds to take some measures, which would effectually remove the various diffi- 
culties presently existing in our church. We feel, as members of the body, deep 
affliction, on this subject, and our people are much grieved, on the subject. “ Behold 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” That the 
Lord may direct you in this, as in all matters, is our earnest prayer. 

DAVID BLAIR, Moderator. 
JOHN HINDMAN, Clerk. 


The Presbytery of Philadelphia requested permission to defer 
the presentation of their report till to-morrow morning. The re- 
quest was granted. 

No. 33. A call from Clear Creek, Killbuck, &c., for Mr. I. N. 
Laughead, referred to in the report of the Presbytery of Rich- 
land. This call was, on motion, laid on the table. 

No. 34. A representation and petition from a body claiming to 
be the Associate Presbytery of Albany, signed James Williamson, 
Q* 
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Moderator, and Andrew Stark, Presbytery Clerk. This paper was, 
by the Moderator, pronounced inadmissible. 

No. 35. Reasons of dissent, from the decisions of last year, in re- 
ference to the Presbytery of Albany, by a body calling themselves 
elders in the Second Congregation of New York. This paper was, 
also, decided by the Moderator to be inadmissible. 

No. 36. A Report of the Presbytery of Cambridge, respecting 
the Presbytery of Vermont, complaining of certain steps in the 
proceedings of said Presbytery. This report was, on motion, re- 
ferred to the select committee, to whom the memorials from the 
brethren of Miami, had been referred. 

No. 37. A call from the Second Associate Congregation of Phila- 
delphia, for Mr. Joseph ‘T. Cooper. This call was, on motion, laid 
on the table. 

Extracts of Minutes, from the Presbytery of Miami, were read, 
respecting the call from Tuscaloosa, for Mr. Cooper, and referring 
said call to Synod, as sustained. These papers were, on motion, 
laid on the table. 

No. 38. A remonstrance and petition from the Associate Con- 
gregation of Barnet, against the proceedings of Synod last year, in 
the case of the Presbytery of Albany, Dr. A. Bullions, and Mr. 
Stalker, and praying for a review and reversal of said decisions. 
This paper was, on motion, referred to the select committee, to 
whom the other memorials, on the same subject, were referred. 

No. 39. The Report of the Presbytery of Vermont, which was, 
on motion, referred to the committee of Bills and Overtures. 


Report of the Presbytery of Vermont. 


The Associate Presbytery of Vermont was constituted at the time and in the man- 
ner appointed by Synod at its last meeting. Few things of sufficient importance to 
report to Synod, have occurred in our Presbytery within the last year. Notwith- 
standing the aspect of the times is unfavourable, in some respects, we have some evi- 
dences of the Lord’s gracious presence and power among us. At our first meeting 
a resolution was passed to request the Presbytery of Cambridge to transmit to us an 
account of the receipts and disbursements of their funds, for a few years past. Long 
since we have been informed, by the clerk of that Presbytery, of the receipt of our 
request. But that court, through want of courtesy, or some other reason, has not re- 
turned us any direct answer; although the Synod ordered “ that all documents in the 
hands of the Presbytery of Cambridge, affecting the Presbytery of Vermont or any 
of its members, shall be transmitted to them.” An account of their funds was neces- 
sary, not only to an equitable division of the Presbytery, but to counteract the injuri- 
ous reflection upon the congregations in this Presbytery, implied in the last report of 
the Presbytery of Cambridge to Synod. At the same meeting, Dr. A. Bullions ap- 
plied to Presbytery to be received and restored to his former standing in our Church. 
After consideration of his case, his application was received, and, on submitting to 
censure, he was restored to the communion of the church, and, to the office of the gos. 
pel ministry. Inthe “Religious Monitor,” falschoods and calumnies have been pub- 
lished against Presbytery and individuals, who are members of it. On aceount of 
these things, and others of a similar nature, this Presbytery cannot concur with the 
Synod in patronising that publication. We lament the sad strife and contention 
which agitate the Associate Church. May the God of Zion, who turns away ungod- 
liness from Jaeob, and redeems Israel out of all his troubles,” repair the breach and 
heal these unhappy divisions. 

All which is respectfully submitted to the Rev. Synod, 


CLAUD GILFILLAN, Presbytery Clerk. 
May, 7th, 1839. 


The Presbytery of Ohio asked permission to defer the presenta- 
tion of their report till the afternoon. Theyrequest was granted. 
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No. 40. The Report of the Massie’s Creek Female Missionary 
Society, which was, on motion, referred to the committee of Mis- 
sions. 

May 6th, 1839. 
Rey. Sirs, 

The Massie’s Creek Female Missionary Society respectfully beg leave to ad- 
dress you on a subject which is intimately connected with the glory of the church’s 
Head, and the everlasting welfare of immortal souls, and one in which we feel a deep 
interest. The subject of missions to the heathen has, of late, engaged the attention 
of the females of this section of the country, and considering the advantages we en- 
joy from a ministration of gospel ordinances, we think it our duty to do something 
for the spread of the gospel among those who are destitute of the blessings we en- 
joy. It isa fact, well known to us all, that by far the greater portion of the human 
family have never heard of the Redeemer’s name, and are in the depths of spiritual 
darkness; and in the expressive language of Scripture, they are “ without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
without God, and without hope in the world.” Oh! how agonizing to think how 
many of those wretched beings are carried hourly to the gulf of endless perdition, 
without one solitary ray of hope of a happy resurrection beyond the grave. When 
the Redeemer was about to ascend to his mediatorial glory, he commanded his disci- 
ples,—‘‘ Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” ‘Go, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, and lo, 1 am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” Our 
sister denominations are actively engaged in fulfilling this command; they have carried 
the gospel even to farthest India, and that, too, mingled with error. And shall Se. 
ceders be the last to go and preach the gospel in its purity, in order to counteract 
the error and mischief that may be done by false teaching. Or will they ¢ fold their 
arms in listlessness,’ and say, “ The time is not yet come, the time when the Lord’s 
house should be built.”—Believing as we do, that the church, in her distinctive ca- 
pacity, is the only authorized organ of missionary operations, we propose becoming 
auxiliary to Synod, to furnish them with pecuniary aid in spreading the gospel in 
heathen lands. We earnestly entreat you, at your present session, to take the sub- 
ject into consideration; and may the God of missions guide and direct you in your 
‘decisions. 

Report, 

The Massie’s Creek Female Missionary Society was organized January 2d, 1837. 
The object of the society was to gain information on the subject, to excite a missionary 
spirit, and also to raise funds for the support of foreign missions. Society, at a late 
meeting, passed a resolution— ; 

‘* That all funds on hand, and to be collected, be placed in the hands of the Pres- 
bytery of Miami, until said Presbytery, or the Associate Synod, shall take definitive 
order on the subject of foreign missions, and that society inform Synod of what 
it has done. In compliance with this resolution, society has placed in the hands of 
the Presbytery of Miami eighty-two dollars forty-one cents, which can be had ut 
any time it is called for. Society, though small, is now in successful operation: it has, 
at no period, exceeded twenty, the majority of the congregation having been de- 
terred from espousing the cause on account of Synod not acting on the subject. We 
feel confident that were Synod to take some decisive measures on the subject, the 
Congregation would, unanimously, ** come up to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty.” 

By order of Society, 
JANE MOODIE, President. 

MARY L. CASSIL, Secretary. 


The committee of Bills and Overtures reported on the memorial 


from the Session of Czsar’s Creek, on the subject of occasional 
hearing, and the report was adopted, as follows: namely, 


Report of the Committee of Bills and Overtures, on the Memorial of the 
Session of Caesar's Creek on the Subject of Occasional Hearing. 
Your committee beg leave to report, that as the apparent object of this petition is 
to have something more definite on the subject of occasional hearing, in a new book 
of discipline, than is in the present one, that said papers lie onthe table until this 
book is before the Synod for consideration. JOHN WALKER. 
THOMAS HANNA, 
JOSEPH CLOKEY. 
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The committee appointed, yesterday, on the subject of absentees 
from the last meeting of Synod, reported, and the report was re- 
committed. 

Information was given to the Synod by Mr. Anderson, that Mrs. 
Smith, of Hebron, in the state of New York, lately deceased, has 
bequeathed a certain legacy to this Synod, payable after her hus- 
band’s death; and that the husband proposes a compromise. In re- 
lation to this matter, it was, on motion, resolved, that the executor, 
Mr. Reid, be authorized to compromise the matter according to his 
discretion. 

Resumed the consideration of the business left unfinished last 
evening; namely, the resolution to sustain the appeals from the de- 
cision of the Presbytery of Miami, in regard to the publication of 
the purpose of marriage. After some discussion, but before coming 
to a final vote, the Synod adjourned till the usual hour. Closed 
with prayer. 


2 o’clock, P. M. 


The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. Members pre- 
sent as above, together with Mr. James Geery, ruling elder, from 
the Second Associate Congregation of New York, who being pre- 
sent, was assumed as a member of Synod. 

The Clerk of Synod not being present, Mr. Hanna was appointed 
Clerk, pro tem. Agreed to proceed with the business left unfinished 
in the forenoon; namely, the appeals from the decision of the Pres- 
bytery of Miami, in the case of the publication of the purpose of 
marriage. Soon after the commencement of the discussion, the 
Clerk appeared and took his seat. After a free discussion, the ques- 
tion was put, “ Sustain the appeals, or not,” and carried “ Sustain.” 

The Minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and corrected. 

The Presbytery of Miami gave notice that they had referred the 
cases, the appeals on which had not been decided, to the Synod for 
final issue. The reference was, on motion, accepted, and a commit- 
tee appointed to prepare a resolution issuing the whole matter. 
Messrs. Martin, Hanna, and Clokey, were appointed said commit- 
tee, and the committee, at their own request, had leave to retire. 

Answers to reasons of protest by Dr. Bruce and othérs, against 
the decision of Synod last year, in the case of Dr. Bullions, were 
given in and read, and on motion, adopted. 


‘ 

We, the subscribers, protest against the decision of Synod, sustaining the Presby- 
tery of Cambridge in its procedure in the case of Dr. B., for the following reasons,—re- 
serving to ourselves, if we see cause, the right to assign others in due time. 

1, Because of the great precipitancy of the Presbytery in the case, and the mani- 
fest want of Christian tenderness, manifested by Presbytery in their procedure. It 
is admitted, on all hands, there was uncertainty as to the words used by Dr. B., which 
gave offence. While he was insisting that what the Presbytery charged him with, 
was not his language, and did not convey his meaning, he was silenced by the Mode- 
rator; and during this imposed silence, even after he protested against the correct- 
ness of the minute professing to state his language, he was judged worthy of cen- 
sure. The sentence was proposed to be executed, and because Dr. B., under all the 
irritation necessarily resulting from such treatment, did not immediately submit to 
the censure which appeared to him in the circumstances harsh and unjust, he is im- 
mediately suspended. 

2. Because, in this case, the Presbytery violated a plain rule of church order, in re- 
jecting a protest against a final sentence, and proceeding to execute that sentence 
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when a protest had been entered against it. No principle is better settled in Presby- 
terian Church discipline, than that a protest and appeal sists [arrests] the final exe- 
cution of the sentence. This rule was violated by Presbytery, and in so doing, 
the Synod sanction their deed. 

3. Because, in our judgment, Dr. B. made ample acknowledgment of his offence, 
which ought to have satisfied the Presbytery, and should have been sufficient cause 
to sist all farther procedure in the matter. 

4. Because, by this decision, the Synod have sanctioned the deed of Presbytery, 
in excluding three members of court at one time, and one at another from their seats 
in Presbytery on that case, against. whom no charge is even alleged, which exclusion 
entirely changed the character of Presbytery, and vitiated its acts. “"o exclude any 
of them on the ground of relationship is sanctioned by no law or principle received 
by the Associate Church; nor approved precedent in that, or any other Presbyterian 
Church; and if alleged partiality in the Dr’s. favour, was a good reason for the exclu- 
sion of any, surely partiality against the Dr., or, to speak more properly, prejudice 
against him, should have also properly excluded the others who did judge and con- 
demn him. 

5. Because the majority of those voting against Dr. B. were interested, and there- 
fore could not be supposed to be impartial judges. But the decision of Synod says 
they were. The contempt of court was the alleged offence of slandering Messrs. 
Miller, Anderson, A. Gordon, and D. Gordon. 

6. Because, by mixing up foreign and extraneous matter with the case, the deci- 
sion of court is affected by that which constituted no part of the original offence, 
which ought to have been decided on its own merits. There was no allusion to any 
letters on the part of Dr. B., or of other members of Presbytery, till he was judged 
worthy of censure, and, therefore, they had no concern in procuring that decision un- 
less secretly in the minds of members. 

7. Because the Synod has sanctioned the principle that the Presbytery were right 
in proceeding in the case of Dr. B., when a declinature of their action and an ap- 
peal to Synod was lying before them. 

8. Because, contrary to well-established constitutional law in this case, the Presby- 
tery are sustained in deposing Dr. B. in his absence, which is not competent to a 
Presbytery, &c. 

9. Because Synod have sustained the members of the Presbytery of Cambridge to 
sit and decide as judges in a case in which they were one of the parties, and conse- 
quently interested, and by the laws of all courts unfit to judge impartially. 

10. Because of the fewness of the members present at these proceedings, and the 
hurry with which the whole matter was conducted, by meetings held at such times as 
rendered it impossible for the other members of Presbytery to be present. 


ROBERT BRUCE, 
THOMAS GOODWILLIE, 
WM. GILKERSON, 

WM. GALBRAITH, 
WM. PRINGLE, 
THOMAS FERRIER, 
DAVID GOODWILLIE. 


Answers to Reasons of Protest given in by Dr. Bruce and others, against 
a Decision of Synod made in the case of Dr. A. Bullions, and the Pres- 
bytery of Cambridge. 


It should be observed, in general, respecting these reasons of protest, that the 
greater part of them are founded on misapprehension. The protestors had not learned 
the facts of the case, which may account for their votes and their protest, and, per- 
haps, for some reasons of a different nature which they have advanced. 

1, The first reason complains of the precipitancy of the Presbytery in the case. 
This is a vague charge, a matter of opinion, and its proof almost always imaginary and 
uncertain. Speedy action is not always precipitancy. A fatal stroke for an irritating 
expression is precipitancy, but not so, if it be absolutely necessary in immediate de- 
fence of life. Dr. Bullions’ expression, which occasioned his suspension, was itself 
suspending the entire action of the Presbytery, and holding the members disqualified 
for every part of ministerial duty. The Presbytery must suspend him, or suspend 
proceedings, and the members he under the grave charge of immorality and error. 
The Presbytery too, ave him abundant time to explain, retract, confess his fault, or fur- 
nish the means of investigation, Ashe did none of these, and added open contempt, 
and as the sentence of suspension was not final, nor irreversible, the Presbytery were 
not precipitant. But even precipitancy is not necessarily a valid objection against a 
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decision of Presbytery, if that decision be correct, and much less is precipitancy in 

& inferior court a ground of condemning the decision of the superior court passed 

n the merits of the case. The charge of manifest want of Christian tenderness, is 
gratuitous, rash, and slanderous. 

In this reason, it is asserted that, ‘*It is admitted, on all hands, there was uncer- 
tainty as to the words used by Dr. B., which gave offence.” This is a misapprehen- 
sion of the facts of the case. Dr. Bullions had pleaded that there was uncertainty, 
but the Presbytery showed a record of the words, and abundant testimony besides, 
proving them, 

2. The second reason complains that Presbytery violated a plain rule of discipline 
in rejecting a protest against a final sentence, and proceeding to execute that sen- 
tence. The protestors ought to have stated what final sentence they had in view. 
It is presumed they mean suspension. But this sentence was not final; it was a step 
necessary in the case, in order to the final issue of it. And, besides, there was no pro- 
test entered against this sentence till it was executed. This is another instance of a 
mistake of facts by the protestors. ‘Though it is boldly asserted that a protest always 
sists the final execution of the sentence, the rules of discipline maintain the re- 
verse. They expressly leave it to the judgment of the court whether to sist or 
proceed. 

3. The third reason alleges that Dr. Bullions made ample acknowledgment of his 
offence, which should have satisfied Presbytery. It is supposed the protestors mean 
that he did this in his written disclaimer. But though he disclaimed the meaning attri- 
buted to him, he did not say what he did mean; he still left the expression unretracted, 
and his plea on it for the postponement of the business of Presbytery not withdrawn. 
And though he not only disclaimed the meaning attributed to him, but his words, 
yet he repeated his offensive words before he was suspended. 

4. The fourth reason alleges that four members of Presbytery were excluded from 
their seats, without even a charge alleged against them. But it is not necessary to a 
just exclusion, that a charge should be made. Relationship is no charge nor ground 
of charge. It is strangely asserted that no law or principle received by the Associate 
Church sanctions the exclusion of any on account of relationship. Yet it has been a 
common practice, both in church and state, to exclude relations from acting as judges, 
and is expressly recognised in books of discipline. See Pardovan, book iv. tit. 5, 

Sect. 9. 

Besides, prejudging the case was charged against one of the excluded members, 
and partiality also against the other three. 

5. The fifth reason alleges that those who condemned Dr. Bullions in Presbytery 
were interested, and consequently partial judges. But even if this were true, it can- 
not prejudice the Synod’s decision, which did not respect the Presbytery’s partiality, 
but the merits of the case. The Synod’s decision, therefore, was so far a proof that 
the Presbytery had acted above the influence of interest. This reason presents ano- 
ther evidence that the protestors did not understand the case. They suppose that 
the contempt of court with which Dr. Bullions was charged, consisted in his slander- 
ing four members. But Presbytery did not make the charge on this ground, but on 
the ground that he refused the means of investigation while they demanded these 
according to the acknowledged rules of discipline, and while he still held them under 
a charge; and, with this refusal, contemptuously saying, that they might censure him 
till they were tired. But farther, in answer to the allegation of interest, let it be re- 
membered, that it is always admitted, that a court has the right of self-protection, 
and can justly punish contempt. 

6. The sixth reason charges Presbytery with mixing up extraneous matter with 
the case, while they ought to have confined themselves to the original offence, and as- 
serts that Dr. Bullions made no allusion to any letters till he was judged worthy of 
censure, This is another instance of a mistake of facts by the protestors. Dr. Bul- 
lions did, in his first offensive expressions, refer to the letters in question, as the 
ground of his charge, and this was presented to Synod on the trial. The contents of 
these letters had, indeed, no concern in the first decision of Presbytery, nor did they 
allow them any, although they had some concern in the latter decision, when it was 
proved that Dr. Bullions had made himself responsible for them. This was, there- 
fore, no extraneous matter, and courts have always a right in their final sentence to 
accumulate all the offences proved against the member charged. 

7. The seventh reason alleges that the Presbytery should have sisted procedure 
on account of Dr. Bullions’ declinature, representing it as a declinature of the action 
of Presbytery This is another instance of a mistake of facts of important bearing in 
the case. Dr. Bullions might lawfully have declined the acfion of Presbytery in the 
case as every lawful appeal does; but he declined the authority of Presbytery, which 
is unlawful, and warrants deposition as a high contempt of court. See Pardovan. 
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Dr. Bullions not only denied the authority of Presbytery, but even their existence, 
and, consequently, their authority. Synod, therefore, only maintained their acknow- 
ledged rules in this case, in sustaining Presbytery’s procedure. 

8. The eighth reason assumes that by well established law it is not competent to a 
Presbytery to depose a minister in his absence. This rule has been latterly often 
spoken of, but not pointed out. It might suit the wishes of some to have such a law, 
but it has, as yet, no existence in our books of discipline, and it would be fatuity in 
a church to adopt it. Deposition is competent to a Presbytery, a contemptuous ab- 
sence is made a just ground of inflicting it. Pardovan, form of process, paragraph 6. 

9. The ninth reason is much the same with the fifth. It alleges that the Presby- 
tery were a party, even interested, and ought not to have judged in the case. If 
this were correct, no court could protect itself; it must submit to every contempt, be- 
cause by the contempt of a member it has become a party; and thus a guilty member 
may arrest all procedure by adding contempt to his other crimes. But not even 
were the individual members of Presbytery patties in the case. The trial was not held 
on the slanders uttered by Dr. Bullions in his first offence, nor on the contents of the 
letters afterwards; on none of these did he give an opportunity for trial; but it was held 
on his contempt of court, violation of law, and on his responsibility for the letters. 

10. The tenth reason alleges the fewness of the members of Presbytery, who de- 
cided in thegcase, and the hurried procedure, as reasons why Synod were faulty in 
their decision. Butas the Synod decided on the merits of the case and sustained 
the decision of Presbytery, justice, it appears, was not wounded by the fewness of 
Presbytery, nor by their celerity. It is strange that such a reason of protest should 
be advanced. If Synod are bound by their rules to sustain a quorum of three in a 
Presbytery as a lawful court, why should they not acknowledge it when eight or nine 
members acted; and must six or seven months of laborious attention to the case be 
accounted a hurried procedure? The members of Presbytery that had a right to sit 
on the case, and who chose to attend, had always not only legal time, but abundance 
of time given between meetings. 


A. ANDERSON, 
JAMES MARTIN. 


Mr. Blair craved the privilege of joining in the protest against 
the decision of Synod last year in the case of Dr. Bullions. The 
Moderator decided that the claim was not in order. 

Answers to reasons of protest by Dr. A. Bullions, against the de- 
cision of Synod last year, sustaining the decisions of the Presbytery 
of Cambridge in his case, were given in and read. These answers 
were, on motion, adopted. 


The subscriber protests against the decision of the Associate Synod, passed this 
day, sustaining the Presbytery of Cambridge in suspending and deposing him, and 
that for the following reasons, which he now submits, reserving to himself the right 
to assign additional reasons in due time. 

1. Because this decision of Synod sustains the Presbytery of Cambridge in suspend- 
ing the subscriber on the ground of an alleged insinuation insufficient to warrant it, 
and which he disowned. The Presbytery charges him not with asserting, but insi- 
nuating that a member or members present were unfit to sit in any court, and for this 
alleged offence, the court suspends him, and continues this suspension, and even fol- 
lowed it up with deposition, although he solemnly asserted, that he had no recollec- 
tion of having uttered the imputed offensive words, and declared that they did not 
convey the meaning he intended, that he regarded them as improper, and disowned 
them. Granting that the offence charged was actually committed, the above de- 
clarations given in to Presbytery, and recorded in their minutes, ought to have been 
accepted as an ample reparation. 

2. Because of the conduct of the Presbytery, in proceeding to suspend the under- 
signed, when he had protested against the correctness of their minutes, and also 
against a previous decision to inflict upon him the censure of rebuke, and appealed 
to Synod, which conduct of the Presbytery was illegal, and contrary to the usages of 
the Associate Church, and ought not to have been done till this appeal was issued. 

3, Because this decision of Synod sustains the Presbytery in excluding four of the 
ministers, who were members of that Presbytery, from their seats and votes, without 
any just reason, which entirely changed the character of the Presbytery, and 
rendered its decisions null and void, because they were not the decisions of the Pres- 
bytery, but the decisions of a part of the Presbytery, and the very reverse of what 
they would have been had the excluded members retained their seats, and been per- 
mitted to vote. 
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4. Because the decision of Presbytery, sustained by Synod, respecting an anony- 
mous letter, was made by those members of Presbytery who were themselves inte- 
rested in the matter, and could not have any right to vote in the case, and the trial 
was held after the subscriber had declined their authority, and could not consistently 
be present to defend his own interests. 

5. Because this decision sustains the Presbytery in deposing the subscriber before 
he was thrice cited to appear before them, and was passed in his absence; both of 
which were altogether illegal, according to the long established rule, that no Pres- 
bytery can depose a minister without citing him thrice to appear before them, nor in 
his absence, unless it be the supreme court. But so far were the Presbytery from 
observing these rules, that they cited him only twice on the trial of the anonymous 
letters, and only one day intervened between the second citation and his deposition. 

For these and other reasons, which may be given in due time, the subscriber pro- 
tests against the above named decisions of Synod; holding that nothing is bound on 
earth, which is not bound in heaven, and will hold it to be null and void till reviewed 
and reversed, and claims all his rights as a minister of the gospel to discharge all the 
functions of the gospel ministry, as though no such act had passed. 

ALEXANDER BULLIONS. 

Philadelphia, June 2d, 1838. 


Answers to Reasons of Protest by Dr. Bullions against a Decision of 
Synod in 1838. 


1. The first reason holds the decision of Synod faulty in sustaining the Presbytery 
of Cambridge, in their suspending him for an alleged insinuation, when‘ he had de- 
nied recollection of the words imputed to him and had disowned them. The allega- 
tion that Presbytery suspended Dr. Bullions for an insinuation is a mere quibble on 
words which were sufficiently explained in Synod. Dr. Bullions did utter words 
which were specified and recorded, and which carried an insinuation, He openly ac- 
knowledged and repeated these words before suspension. Nor was he suspended 
merely for the words, but for contempt of court by his refusing the means of investi- 
gating this charge, while Presbytery demanded them under acknowledged and ne- 
cessary rules of discipline, by his persisting in his slander and contempt, and by his 
express mockery of Presbytery’s action and authority. And though Dr. Bullions 
solemnly denied recollection of the words imputed to him, he himself again repeated 
them as the words that he had at first used, varying in no material point from the 
words charged against him by Presbytery, and he afterwards several times recognised 
them. And though he disclaimed a meaning, he did not explain his meaning, and 
thus he still kept up the charge. 

2. The second reason alleges that the Conduct of Presbytery was illegal in sus- 
pending him when he had protested against the correctness of the minute, and 
against a decision to inflict the censure of rebuke. But books of discipline and com- 
mon sense give to Presbytery the power of proceeding in trials and censures, not- 
withstanding protests entered, when the case requires it, and does not admit of delay, 
as in suspension and deposition instanter for some crimes. Dr. Bullions’ case was of 
such a class, because his charge as he made and maintained it by disobedience and 
contempt, necessuriiy suspended all business of Presbytery then and ever after, unless 
they resisted it by suspending him. He ought not to have a seat with them while 
he held them disqualified for a seat in Presbytery. Besides, in referenge to his pro- 
test against the correctness of the minute, it must be remembered that the court 
were the only legal judges of what passed before them. 

3. The third reason complains of the decision of Synod for sustaining the Pres- 
bytery in excluding four members from their seats and votes, without any just reason, 
which rendered their acts null and void. The exclusion of those members without 
just reason is here assumed, but not supported. No argument is offered to show that 
those members were excluded without just reason, and, therefore, no farther answer 
is called for. Yet it may be stated that Presbytery showed just reason for their ex- 
clusion, which was not disproved in Synod. ‘Therefore, the part of the Presbytery 
remaining, being many more than merely a legal quorum, did lawfully act in the case; 
and the Synod justly sustained the Presbytery in their decisions. 

4. The fourth reason alleges, that the members of Presbytery who acted in the 
case of the anonymous letters were interested, and thereby disqualified to act as 
judges. But all kinds of interest in a cause do not disqualify for acting as judges in 
it. Weare all interested in the matters of our profession; but not, therefore, disqua- 
lified to act as judges respecting it. In the case in question, the matter of the anony- 
mous letters was not in trial. And as the Synod decided on the merits of the case, 


ee ne ee ne se et Se a 


ee 


NR CO te: rill et 








_— AS we oes 











| 


ih nw 


ee 


= eS ad alee ete ES Oi. 





MINUTES OF SYNOD. 25 


and sustained the Presbytery, the impartiality of the latter was proved, whatever 
temptations they were under to the contrary. 


This reason farther adds, that Presbytery’s decision respecting the anonymous let- 
ters was made after, Dr. Bullions had declined their authority, and that, therefore, he 
could not be consistently present to defend his interests. ‘This, by the way, shows 
the necessity of the rule of discipline, which does not allow a member of Presbytery 
to decline their authority, nor even to stay all process by an appeal; for otherwise, fugi- 
tives from discipline would have the plea of legal order for their worst conduct, and 
crime, however great or manifest, must pass unpunished. But Dr. Bullions cannot 
complain that he had not opportunity of defence in Synod on the trial; and the deci- 


sion of Presbytery had no effect in preventing such opportunity. It gave an addi- 
tional opportunity. 


5. The fifth reason complains that the decision of Synod sustains the Presbytery 
in deposing Dr. Bullions before he had received three citations. But, notwithstand- 
ing the pretence here, books of discipline do not require imperiously and universally 
three citations; they allow three citations, and they also allow deposition without 
this number, when refusals to attend, and contempt of court are offered. And such 
was this very case. Dr. Bullions not only refused to attend on the first citation, but 
he expressly declined, not only the action, but the authority of Presbytery. The rule 
here so confidently referred to, as prohibiting the deposition of a minister by a Pres- 
bytery in his absence, has no existence in our books of discipline; but the contrary 
does exist, expressly allowing deposition in his absence. If such a rule prevailed as 
Dr. Bullions pretends, it is not probable that any minister would be deposed by a 
Presbytery, however guilty he might be. 


A. ANDERSON. 
JAS. MARTIN. 


The Report of the Presbytery of Ohio, as corrected, was given in 
and read, and, on motion, referred to the committee of Supplies. 


[By some over-sight this report was not received by the editor. 
If forwarded, it will be inserted in a subsequent number.] 


The committee appointed last year, to report some alleged errors 
in the minutes of the former year, were called upon for their re- 
port; but not being prepared, were instructed to report as early 
as practicable during the present meeting, and Mr. Miller was, on 
motion, added to the committee. 

Agreeably to the standing rule of Synod, it was agreed to go into 
a nomination of members of the Board of managers of the Theolo- 
gical Seminary, in the room of Messrs. Walker and Donnan, whose 
térm of service has expired. Messrs. Walker, Donnan, D. Thomp- 
son, and Thomas Wilson were put in nomination. 

The Presbytery of Cambridge requested leave to retire a short 
time, for business. The request was granted. 

On motion, it was resolved, that the calls now on the Synod’s 
table, be presented to such of the candidates as are present. 

In pursuance of this resolution, the calls for Mr. Joseph T. Cooper, 
from the Second congregation of Philadelphia, and from Tusca- 
loosa, were presented, and that from Philadelphia accepted. 

The calls for Mr. John L. M‘Lean, from the united congregations 
of Apple Creek and Buffalo, and from the congregations of Prince- 
ton and Midway, were presented, and that from Princeton and 
Midway accepted. 

On motion, resolved, that the calls reported for Mr. I. N. Laugh- 
head, be referred to the Presbytery of Miami, for presentation. 

Paper No. 41, was given in and read; namely, a report from the 
Presbytery of Cambridge, on the case of the Rev. A. Whyte. This’ 
report was, on motion, referred to the select committee to whom 

Vor. XVI.—3 ’ 
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the several memorials on the proceedings of Synod last year had 
been referred. 
Adjourned till the usual hour to morrow morning. Closed with 
prayer. 
Saturday, May 25. 


The Synod met, and was opened with prayer: members present 
as above. The minutes of last sitting were read and approved. 

Papers being called for, there was given in and read, 

No. 42, the Report of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, which was, 
on motion, referred to the committee of Supplies. 


The Associate Presbytery of Philadelphia, in compliance with the requisi- 
tions of Synod, report, 


That none of our vacancies within the past year have been settled. The Rev. 
James Templeton has laboured with much acceptance, within our bounds, several 
months during the past year. By order of Presbytery, a new congregation was or- 
ganized by Mr. Templeton, in Union County, Pennsylvania, under the name of Re- 
hoboth, and the sacrament of the Lord’s supper dispensed amongst them in the month 
of May. 

This adds another to our list of vacancies, and encourages us to hope that a banner 
for the truth will yet be displayed in other places, where it has hitherto been compa- 
ratively unknown. Our vacancies have had a limited supply of the preaching of the 
gospel. ‘To the last, we allude not from any disposition to complain, as if it were al- 
together in your power to remedy it, for it is not to be denied that the labourers for 
the haryest are few; but, that your attention may be called to the subject, in order 
that s measure may be devised, if possible, tending to thrust more labourers into 
the harvest. We are aware that one step was taken towards this at your last meet- 
ing, but we are not aware that the funds disposable for such a purpose are of such 
an amount as to be of any material aid in effecting the desired object, Let, then, 
some plan be adopted to raise what is practicable. The settled congregations con- 
tinue much as usual: no great increase or diminution has taken place; and, however 
it may be hereafter with respect to the latter, we have no reason to calculate much 
on the former, when causes local, as well as natural and moral, are operating against 
it. Those ministers that have pastoral relations, continue the same in number as 
when last reported, are in good standing, and remain in the active discharge of their 
pastoral duties. ‘There are no ordained preachers without charge in Presbyterial con- 
nexion with us. The Rev. A. T. M‘Gill, who was formerly placed in Carlisle and 
branches, and who was upon the plea of ill health released from them, but who af- 
terwards received and accepted a call from the same places, and was, in consequence, 
continued by you under our inspection, has been by us suspended from the exereige 
of the office of the ministry, and the communion of the charch. Since which 
he has been received into the Presbyterian church under the General Assembly, — 

a fact, we are bound to make this announcement of it, and we would content ourselves 
with this bare announcement alone, were it not for sorfe considerations which induce 
us to take a farther notice of it. There has appeared in a newspaper called “ ‘The 
Presbyterian,” what purports to be a history of the proceedings of the Atssociate Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia, that suspended, and of the Carlisle Presbytery that received 
him, This seems to have been done for two objects. The one to attract sympathy 
and notoriety. And this will doubtless be effected; for in these times there appears 
no surer way to attain it than for a person to be brought under the discipline of the 
church for erroneous conduct. But of this we do not complain, at least in this parti- 
cular case; for some men deserve pity, and moreover, ought to be known. The other 
object, to cast odium upon the Presbytery. But here let it be remarked, in passing, 
that, if the individual felt himself aggrieved, he had only himself to blame: the im- 
proper manner in which he forced bimself upon our notice, left us no alternative; for 
it was asking rather too much of us to withhold discipline and pervert judgment 
even for one who might have maintained a much more unequivocal! course of conduct. 
But, to resume: in the publication referred to, and in a letter to the Carlisle Pres- 

tery, asking admission, Mr. M‘Gill eays, in relation to the Associate Presbytery, 
“Upon my expressing doubts, &c., they immediately suspended me.” Now, it is rea- 
dily admitted that there may be an expression of doubts that is not censurable; but 
again, there may be in the manner of expression, or in the matter connected with the 
expression, things highly rable. ‘Therefore, in the case under consideration the 
Presbytery suspen Mr. aiPGill, for the following things. An advancement of sen- 
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timents, judged by them to be deistical. Statements, which known facts proved to 
be untrue, impeaching articles of faith solemnly engaged to be maintained, and an 
avowed intention of apostacy. And now need it be asked, were we not justified in 
doing as we did? But yet, in the face of these things, Mr. M‘Gill comes before the 
Carlisle Presbytery, and seems to be understood as saying, “ Dear brethren, I just 
simply expressed my doubts,” no, nothing more, and, lo, they suspended me!” Some 
might call such conduct disingenuous, others an attempt to cover sin. Nay, it might 
perhaps be called by even a more characteristic name. Again; in said letter, Mr. 
M‘Gill says, “* My standing was unblemished.” In reference to this declaration, 
we have only to say, that public rumour had for a length of time made several charges 
against him, which, in our opinion, seriously impeached his standing, and that this 
rumour had become so clamorous, that we felt ourselves bound in duty to notice it. 
Accordingly, a paper containing some of these charges was laid upon our table, in 
order that the truth or falsehood of them might be investigated. Upon our table this 
paper still remains. With this statement, to correct erroneous impressions that may 
have gone abroad about these matters, we dismiss the subject.—Mr. Joseph T. Cooper, 
who was sent into our bounds, and whom we were directed to take on trial for license, 
was, according to the usual order, on the fourth of July last, licensed to preach the 
everlasting gospel. A call for him from the Second congregation of Philadelphia is 
herewith transmitted for presentation. We ask a liberal portion of the supply at your 
disposal. Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN 8S. EASTON, Moderator. 


JOHN G, SMART, Clerk pro tem. 


The committee of Bills and Overtures reported on the repre- 
sentation and complaint of the Presbytery of Cambridge, against 
the Presbytery of Vermont, in the case of Dr. A. Bullions. 


To the Associate Synod of North America, to meet in the City of Pitisburgh, 
May 22d, 1839. 


The following representation and complaint of the Presbytery of Cambridge, re- 
spectfully showeth to your Rev. body, that however painful it is to appear before 
you, in the attitude of complaining of the conduct of any of their brethren, a sense of 
duty to the cause of truth and order compels this Presbytery to call th attention of 
the Synod to some conduct of their brethren of the Presbytery of Vermont, which 
reqhires the judicial notice of the Synod. 

Soon after the time had elapsed when, by the appointment of Synod, the Presbytery 
of Vermont was to constitute and hold iis first meeting, a rumour prevailed in the 
bounds of this Presbytery, that Alexander Bullions, who was under sentence of depo- 
sition from the office of the ministry and the lesser excommunication from the fel- 
lowship of the church, and who had, by Synod, been remitted to the care of this 
Presbytery for farther dealing, had been received as a regular member of the Presby- 
tery of Vermont. This Presbytery addressed a friendly communication to their 
brethren of the Presbytery of Vermont, requesting information respecting the truth’ 
of said rumour, to which communication the following is a copy of the only answer 
which has been received by this Presbytery from them. 


“ Barnet, September 28th, 1838,—To the Associate Presbytery of Cambridge.—By 
a resolution of the Presbytery of Vermont, which met at Ryegate on the 24th ult, it 
is made my duty to inform you that your paper concerning Rev, Archibald Whyte, 
and Rev. Alexander Bullions, D. D., was received and laid on the table. 
CLAUD GILFILLAN, Presbytery Clerk. 


Recently, however, this Presbytery has been certified of the fact, in a manner 
which leaves no room to doubt of its trath—particularly by a communication from 
the said deposed brother himself, and by an affidavit sworn to by the Rev. Archibald 
Whyte, a copy of which will be laid before Synod—and a report of a committee, ap- 
pointed by this Presbytery to converse with Mr. Whyte on this subject, and, also, re- 
specting the part which he himself took in the matter. 

This Presbytery is of the opinion, that the conduct of the brethren complained of 
in this instance has given a deep wound to the cause of Christ in our bounds, and has 
done an injury to the cause of truth, which they may never see healed nor repaired. 
Their conduct has been certainly unparalleled in the history of the Associate Church, 
or indeed, it is believed, in any regularly conducted branch of the Presbyterian 
Church. It manifests, 

1, Contempt of the authority of Synod. 


2. It presents an instance of solemn mockery and perversion of the divine institu- 
tion of church government. 
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3, The conduct of the Presbytery of Vermont was not only illegal and unconstitu- 
tional, but disreputable to the ministerial and Christian character of the brethren 
themselves of that Presbytery, and consequently calculated directly to injure religion, 
and more especially from the relation in whieh the only two ministerial members of 
that Presbytery stood to Dr. Bullions, the one being his brother-in-law, the other his 
son-in law. 

4. It is a most disorderly and irregular attempt to usurp the prerogative of a co-or- 
dinate Presbytery, and to destroy all order and zovernment in the church. 

5. It was trifling with, and in direct violation of their ordination vows. 

6. It was unbrotherly towards the Presbytery of Cambridge—and directly calcu- 
lated to disrupt all fraternal feeling. This Presbytery would, therefore, request Synod 
to take judicial cognizance of the conduct of the Presbytery of Vermont, and give such 
judgment on the same as truth and duty may require, 


Agreed to at Argyle, ? Siened D. GORDON, Moderator. 
May ist, 1839. § gnees 4, ANDERSON, Presbytery Clerk. 


The committee of Bills and Overtures, on the representation and complaint of the 
presbytery of Cambridge respecting the official conduct of the Presbytery of Ver- 
mont in the case of Dr. Alexander Bullions, beg leave to report, that the history of 
this transaction in the Report of the Presbytery of Vermont is not materially different 
from the statements made in said complaint, and as that Report is also referred to your 
committee, both these papers shall be comprehended in this our Report. 

The history of this extraordinary transaction is, that at last meeting of Synod Dr. 
Alexander Bullions, who had been deposed by the Presbytery of Cambridge, and 
this sentence being confirmed by Synod, was remanded to that Presbytery for 
farther dealing—instead, however, of submitting to Synod and Presbytery, he went 
and appeared at the bar of the Presbytery of Vermont—this Presbytery, without 
regard either to the Synod or a co-ordinate Presbytery, administered some kind of 
censure, and restored him to full standing in the Secession Church. Upon the conduct 
of the Presbytery of Vermont, your committee would therefore submit the following 
resolutions: 


I. That the Synod concur with the following sentiments expressed in the com- 
plaint of the Presbytery of Cambridge respecting the conduct of the Presbytery of 
Vermont, in the restoration of Dr. Bullions, namely, that their conduct manifests, 

1. **Contempt of the authority of Synod.” 

2. “It presents an instance of solemn mockery and perversion of the divine*in- 
stitution of church government.” 

3. “The conduct of the Presbytery of Vermont was not only illegal and unconsti- 

tutional, but disreputable to the ministerial and Christian character of the brethren 

themselves of that Presbytery, and consequently calculated directly to injure reli- 
ion.” 

4. “It isa most disorderly and irregular attempt to usurp the prerogative of a co-or- 

dinate Presbytery, and to destroy all order and government in the church.” 

5. It was trifling with, and in direct violation of their ordination vows.” 

6. “It was unbrotherly towards the Presbytery of Cambridge, and directly caleu- 
lated to disrupt all fraternal feeling.” 

II. That the conduct of the Presbytery of Vermont, during the first year of their 
Presbyterial existence, renders it evident to Synod that it is, for the present, unsafe 
to commit to them the Presbyterial oversight of that section of the church, by the 
Synod committed to their care. 

Hil. That the Presbytery of Vermont be suspended from the exercise of Presbyterial 
authority until the next meeting of Synod, and that these brethren and all the con- 
gregations settled and vacant under their oversight, be committed to the care of the 
Presbytery of Cambridge, until next meeting of Synod. 

IV. That the Synod order the clerk to cite the members of this Presbytery to ap- 
pear at the bar of the Synod at its next meeting, to answer for their conduct as 
charged above. JOHN WALKER, 

THOMAS HANNA, 
JOSEPH CLOKEY. 


The Report, after amendment and a free discussion, was adopted 
by the following vote. 

Ayes.—Dr. Beveridge, Messrs. Imbrie, Walker, French, Ander- 
son, Miller, Hanna, Campbell, Martin, Clokey, M‘Elwee, 8S. Wil- 
son} ‘Templeton, Smart, J. Bruce, Hall, Lindsay, D. Gordon, Web- 
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ster, Thomas Wilson, M‘Kee, M‘Arthur, John S. Easton, S. Hind- 
man, Dickson, Patterson, E. N. Scroggs, D. Thompson, Ministers. 
—Messrs. John Robertson, James Reid, John Bishop, John Law, 
James Smiley, Elisha Putnam, Samuel Johnson, William S. Young, 
Aniel Rodgers, William Patterson, Hugh Hamil, William Scott, 
John Wilson, William Collier, John Carnahan, John Auld, 
Francis Grove, David Harvey, David R. Little, Thomas Latta, 
John Warnock, Andrew Glenn, Samuel Neily, William Smith, 
William Morris, William Cummings, Samuel Connelly, John 
Stewart, Joseph R. Dickson, John M*Dowell, Andrew Russell, 
John Sharp, James Geery, Ruling Elders.—61. 

Noes.—Drs. Ramsay and Bruce, Messrs. William Wilson, D. 
M‘Lean, sen., Donnan, France, Murray, Heron, D. Blair, Isaac, D. 
M‘Lean, Jr., Henderson, Rodgers, Snodgrass, Douthet, B. Boyd, 
Galbraith, Pollock, Forrester, M‘Gill, Irvine, D. Goodwillie, Fer- 
rier, Ministers—Messrs. David Brown, Thomas Rough, Joseph 
Stewart, Benjamin Babbett, Matthew R. Atcheson, David White, 
Thomas Mitchell, Alexander Gilmore, Robert Marshall, William 
Bell, William Pollock, Samuel Brownlee, Samuel M‘Ewen, Ruling 
Elders.—36. 

Non liquet,* Messrs. J Scroggs, and J. Hindman. 

From the adoption of the 2nd and 3rd resolutions in the Report 
Dr. Ramsay dissented. Mr. Donnan also dissented for reasons to 
be assigned, and was joined by Messrs. Heron, Isaac, W. Wilson, 
Douthet, France, Ferrier, Pollock, Rodgers, Brown, Rough, D. 
M‘Lean, sen., Snodgrass, Babbett, D. Blair, Galbraith, Good- 
willie, and M‘Ewen. 

Mr. Henderson craved to have it marked that he voted in the 
negative, not because he was opposed to the spirit of the Report, 
but because the resolutions do not sufficiently define the relations 
and privileges of individuals and sessions in that Presbytery, as 
under the care of the Cambridge Presbytery. Messrs. Irvine and 
B. Boyd wished the same explanation of their vote recorded. 

The following resolution was then offered, and after some dis- 
cussion adopted. 

“ On motion, resolved that the deeds of the Associate Presbytery 
of Vermont, restoring Dr. A. Bullions to the office of the ministry 
and the communion of the church, and admitting him as a mem- 
ber of that Presbytery, are null and void from the beginning.” 

The state of the vote is as follows: 

Ayes.—Drs. Ramsay and Beveridge, Messrs. Imbrie, Walker, 
Murray, J. Scroggs, Isaac, Anderson, Miller, Hanna, Campbell, 
Martin, Clokey, M‘Elwee, J. Hindman, D. M+Lean, Jr., ‘Temple- 
ton, Smart, Henderson, J. Bruce, Hall, Douthet, B. Boyd, Lindsay, 
D. Gordon, Webster, T. Wilson, Pollock, M‘Kee, John 8S. Easton, 
Forrester, M‘Arthur, S. Hindman, Dickson, Patterson, E. N. 
Scroggs, D. Thompson, Ministers.—Messrs. John Robertson, 
James Reid, John Bishop, John Law, James Smiley, E. Putnam, 
S. Johnson, William S. Young, Aniel Rodgers, William Patterson, 


H. Hamil, William Scott, Thomas Rough, John Wilson, William 


* Not clear, A technical phrase in ecclesiastical proceedings, applied to such as 
decline voting on the question at issue.—Epit. Mon. 
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Collier, John Carnahan, John Auld, Francis Grove, David Har- 
vey, David R. Little, Thomas Latta, John Warnock, Andrew 
Glenn, Benjamin Babbett, Matthew R. Atcheson, Thomas Mit- 
chell, William Smith, Robert Marshall, William Bell, William Mor- 
ris, William Cummings, Samuel Connelly, John Stewart, Wil- 
liam Pollock, Samuel M‘Ewen, Joseph R. Dickson, John M‘Dowell, 
Andrew Russell, John Sharp, James Geery, Ruling Elders.—77. 

Noes. —Dr. Bruce, Messrs. Heron, D. Blair, Snodgrass, Galbraith, 
Ferrier, Ministers.—Messrs. David Brown, David White, Ruling 
Elders.—8. 

Non liquet.—Messrs. D. M‘Lean, sen., Donnan, Ministers.— 
Messrs. Jogeph Stewart, Alexander Gilmore, Ruling Elders. 

From the decision adopting the above resolution, Dr. Bruce dis- 
sented, for reasons to be given in. 

Messrs. S. Hindman, Templeton, William Pollock, and D. R. 
Little asked and obtained leave of absence for the remainder of 
this sitting. 

Adjourned till 10 o’clock on Monday morning. Closed with 
prayer. 

Monday, May 27. 


The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. Members pre- 
sent as above, with the exception of Messrs. D. Harvey and John 
Warnock, whose excuses for absence were sustained, and that 
Robert M‘Neil attended in the room of Samuel Neily, and Wil- 
liam Robb in the room of Robert Leiper.—Mr. James M‘Cormick, 
Ruling Elder, from the congregation of Peter’s Creek, being pre- 
sent, was invited to a seat. 

On motion, it was resolved that a portion of the present sitting 
be spent in the exercises of prayer and praise, and Messrs. Camp- 
bell and M‘Kee were appointed to lead in these exercises. 

After the religious exercises were closed, the minutes of Satur- 
day’s sitting were read and approved. 

‘The committee appointed to bring in a Report, issuing the matter 
respecting the publication of the purpose of marriage, presented a 
report, which, being amended, was adopted as follows. 


The committee appointed to draft resolutions for the issuing of the appeals from the 
Presbytery of Miami, report the following: 

1. Resolved, That the Synod highly approve of the conduct of the session of Su- 
gar Creek, in judging Thomas White to be worthy of censure, on account of his vio- 
lation of the Synod’s rule, relative to the publication of the purpo’e of marriage; 
but the Synod would, at the same time, recommend to that session to use as much le- 
nity as they may deem consistent with duty in their farther dealing with the said 
‘Thomas White, or dismiss the case with an expression of disapprobation. 

2.. Resolved, ‘Vhat the conduct of the Rev. Andrew Heron, in marrying a couple in 
the bounds of another congregation, not merely in contravention of the Synod’s rule, 
referred to in the preceding resolution, but in opposition to the known efforts of the 
minister and session of that congregation to enforce the observance of said rule, is 
viewed by this Synod as both disorganizing and unbrotherly, and, as such, highly to 
be disapproved of, and that Mr. Heron be warned against the commission of the same 
offence in future.. J. MARTIN, 

_ THOMAS HANNA, 
JOSEPH CLOKEY. 
Papers being called for, the following were given in and read; 


namely, No. 48,—the Report of Daniel Murphy, assistant treasu- 
rer, which was, on motion, referred to the committee on the funds. 
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Associate Synod in account with Daniel Murphy, Assistant Treasurer. 
1858. Dr. Cr. 
June 28, Tocash paid James Gra- By Balance in cash, as per report 
ham, for services as of June 2nd, 1838, 571.09} 
sexton, e } 20.00 | July 12, By cash for missionary 
To cash paid Rev. Wm. fund from Mr. Alex- 
; Y. Hamilton for mis- der Bachop, Argyle, 
sionary Services, . 59.00 Washington County, 
Tocash paid Rev Joseph N. York, . : 100.00 
M‘Kee and Rey. A. T. 1839, 
M‘Gill, expenses to N. May 7, By Cash, for student’s 
York and Cambridge, 63.00 fund from one year’s 
July 24, To cash paid Wm. S. interest on Commer- 
Young, as per order of cial Bank Stock . 99.00 
D. Houstun, 50.00 —_—. 
Aug. 9, To cash paid John $770.094 
M. Scroggs 100.00 292.00 
$292.00 |} Balance 478.094 


The above report, showing the state of Synod’s fund at Philadelphia, with the accom- 
panying vouchers, is respectfully submitted, 


DANIEL MURPHY, Assistant Treasurer. 
Philadelphia, May 16th, 1839. 


No. 44, A Petition from certain subscribers in and about Ca- 
nonsburgh, praying for liberty to hold meetings of the anti-slavery 


Closed with prayer. * 
2 o’clock P. M. 


As it 
With 


JOHN WALKER, 


1 society in the buildings of the seminary, during the recess. Said 
l petition was, on motion, referred to the board of trustees, with a 
. recommendation that the use of the building be granted during the 
a recess, both to the anti-slavery and colonization societies, if re- 
. quested. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. 

“4 

)- 

The Synod met, and was opened with prayer: members present 
as above, except that Mr. Alexander Reid attended in the room of 
Andrew Russell.—John Kayton in the room of Thomas Mitchell, 

T and James Thom in the room of William Pollock. 

a The minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and approved. 
Messrs. Walker and Thomas Wilson were elected members of the 
board of managers of the Theological Seminary. 

ne Papers being called for, there was given in and read, No. 45. 
A Report from Rev. A. Whyte, respecting the fulfilment of appoint- 

4 ments by probationers in the Presbytery of the Carolinas.—This 

es Report was, on motion, referred to the committee of Supplies. 

le- The committee on Bills and Overtures reported respecting the 

id delinquencies of certain probationers complained of in the Reports 

n f of Presbyteries. ‘The Report was adopted. 

o 

2 ° . 

ee The Committee on Bills and Overtures report, 

| ~ ‘ Your committee find in the Reports of the Presbyteries of Miami and IHinois com- 

+ plaints against Messrs. S. M‘Lean and William H. Waiker, two of your itinerant 

me § preachers, for delinquency with respect to their Synodical appointments. 

; would be evidently unjust to condemn without a hearing, your committee recom- 
mend, that as Mr. M*Lean is not present, bis case be referred to the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia for such procedure as the nature of his delinquency will warrant. 

; respect to Mr. W. H. Walker, who is present, your committee recommend that he 

d; ' should now be called to the bar of Synod, to answer for his conduct. 

su- 

ds. 





. THOMAS 'IANNA, 
: JOSEPH CLOKEY. 
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The same committee reported on the matters in the Report of 
the Presbytery of Richland, which had been referred to their con- 
sideration, and the report was adopted. 


The Committee of Bills and Overtures, on that part of the Report of the 
Presbytery of Richland referred to them, beg leave to report, 


That so much of said Report, as recommends certain amendments to the draught 
of a book of discipline now under the consideration of this Synod, lie on the table 
until said draught come before Synod for discussion. 

And farther, that so much of said Report as requests Synod to address the people 
under their care on the sinfulness of slavery, and the participation of the non-slave- 
holding States in that sin, be granted, by the Synod’s appointing a committee to pre- 
pare a letter accordingly. JOHN WALKER, 

JOSEPH CLOKEY, 
THOMAS HANNA. 


Messrs. Patterson and Walker were appointed the committee 
contemplated in the above Report. 

The committee of Appeals reported on the case of Mr. Beggs, as 
referred in the Report of the Presbytery of Indiana. The Report 
was adopted, as follows; namely, 


The committee of Appeals on the case of Mr. Beggs, as referred to Synod in the 
Report of the Presbytery of Indiana, would recommend to Synod the acceptance of 
this reference, in order to the final issuing of his case. 

T. BEVERIDGE, 
J. MARTIN, 
J. G. SMART. 


In pursuance of the above Report, Messrs. Rodgers, D. M‘Lean, 
sen., and Clokey were appointed a committee to consider and re- 
port upon the case, with power to send for persons and papers. 

The select committee on the various memorials respecting the 
proceedings of Synod last year, reported, and their Report was 
adopted. 


The committee to whom were referred certain memorials relating to the proceed- 
ings of the last meeting of Synod, see no reason to enter particularly upon the state- 
ments and reasonings contained in these papers; but would reeommend to Synod the 
adoption of the following address to such of these memorialists as have expressed dis- 
satisfaction with the aforesaid proceedings. T. BEVERIDGE, 

JOHN WALKER, 
J. SCROGGS, 
Dear Brethren, 

The Associate Synod having given sueh attention as their time and circumstances 
would admit, to the complaints contained in your memorials, would respectiully reply, 
that they can sce no sufficient reason for reconsidering and reversing their former 
deeds. It is evident to the Synod, that the complaints against their proceedings are 
ehiefly founded on misapprehensions. We do not attribute this to the want of atten. 
tion to published documents relating to their affairs, but to the difficulty of under- 
standing cases so involved, without being personally present, and more conversant with 
the history of them than could be expected of those who are not members of the Sy- 
nod. Our proeeedings, also, have been industriously misrepresented in certain pub- 
lications, and with so much confidence, that we are not surprised that some have been 
misled, We hope that the publication of the reasons of protest in the cases to which 
we refer, and the answers to these reasons, adopted, almost unanimously, at the present 
meeting, will do much to remove any unfavourable impressions, Our brethren will 
find in these answers such statements as supersede the necessity of any farther re- 
marks on their grounds of complaint. However desirous of gratifying their wishes, 
and promoting a greater degree of harmony in a few of our ehurches, which have 
been disturbed by the agitation of questions about our proeedure, we hope they would 
be far from wishing us to employ means inconsistent with that faithiul exercise of 
discipline which is so essential, both to the purity and peace of the church. The 
door is still open for the readmission of those who have been cut off for their offences, 
and we trust that no other feeling would be entertained but that of gratification at 
their return; yet this return must be in the way of repentance and submission. We 
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have acted from a sense of duty, and have not felt ourselves convinced of injustice 
in our proceedings; and, however much we are grieved that charges of this kind should 
be brought against us, until convinced in our own minds, we cannot recede from what 
we have done. If the plea used in behalf of the brethren under censure, be good in 
their case, it must, at least, be equally good in ours, not to yield until we are made sen- 
sible that we have done wrong. If you judge that these persons are innocent of the 
charges brought against them, yet surely you cannot acquit them of pursuing a 
course of conduct exceedingly vexatious and contemptuous to their brethren. If, as 
appears more probable, you view them as guilty and worthy of being condemned, but 
regard some of the proceedings of the church courts in arriving at their condemnation 
as not regular, then why should yon desire the restoration of the guilty, without con- 
tession of repentance, as a means of correcting such errors of procedure? Would it 
not be the most disorderly step of all, “ to justify the wicked” in his sin? We do not, 
as a court of Christ, claim infallibility, and if any steps in our procedure be wrong, we 
trust, when convinced of this, we shall cheerfully correct them; but it is not a just rea- 
son for abolishing discipline that there have been mistakes attending its exercise. 
Even supposing our acts to have been wrong, both in the process and in the issue, as 
they relate to the administration of discipline, and not to the principles of our profes- 
sion, they form no sufficient ground to justify these brethren in withdrawing from 
the communion of the church, and treating her discipline and courts with contempt; 
nor can others be justified in countenancing these men in conduct manifestly divisive 
and contrary to their solemn ordination vows, 

We hope that our brethren who have complained will remember the duty of obey- 
ing those who are over them in the Lord; that while adhering to the doctrines and 
ordinances of the word of God in opposition to all who would infringe upon their 
liberty in these things, they will be careful to distinguish this liberty from that 
licentious spirit which is prevailing to such an alarming extent, and which fears not 
to speak evil of dignities, and to set at naught the authority both of civil and ecclesias- 
tical rulers. This authority is the ordinance of God, and is correctly employed in en- 
acting and enforcing such rules as may promote the good of society, and especially 
ot the kingdom of Jesus Christ. Whoever, therefore, resists the lawful exercise of 
this authority, is resisting an ordinance of God, and is guilty of a most aggravated 
sin. 

Brethren, we beseech you to beware of those who would artfully beguile you, and 
alienate your affections from the courts of Christ, and your holy profession. Beware 
of attending on the ministry of those who have been righteously deposed from their 
office, and have now no authority to act in Christ’s name. We beseech you, “ by 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there 
be no divisions among you, but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind, 
and in the same judgment.” “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account; that they 
may do it with joy, and not with grief: forsthat is unprofitable for you.” Brethren, 
“the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.” 


The same committee reported on the case of the Rev. A. Whyte. 
sen., and the Report was, on motion, adopted, and referred to the 
Presbytery of Cambridge. 

Paper No. 46 was given in and read, namely, a Petition and 
Memorial from the Associate Congregation of Troy, praying for a 
review and reversal of the Synod’s decisions of last year, in relation 
to the Presbytery of Albany. The Moderator having pronounced 
this paper inadmissible, an appeal from the chair was taken and 
sustained. ‘The paper was then, on motion, referred to the com- 
mittee on memorials. 

On motion, the report of the board of managers of the Theolo- 
gical Seminary was taken into consideration, and the following 
students were ordered to be taken on trial for licensure, namely, 

Mr. Thomas Gilkerson, by the Presbytery of Chartiers. 

Mr. William Smith, by the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

Mr. David R. Imbrie, by the Presbytery of Ohio. 

Mr. James A. Brown, being recommended by the Presbytery of 
Indiana, was, on motion, referred to said Presbytery to be taken 
on trial for licensure. 

On motion, resolved, that Synod do not appoint Mr. James Haw- 
thorn to be taken on trial for licensure. 
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On motion, resolved, that a committee be appointed to converse 
with Mr. John Patrick, and report on his case as presented in the 
Report of the board. Messrs. Martin and Anderson were ap- 
pointed said committee. 

Reasons of protest by Mr. Heron against the Synod’s decisions 
of last year, in relation to the Presbytery of Albany, and the Rev. 
D. Stalker, were read, and on motion, referred to Messrs. Martin, 
Anderson, and Miller, to prepare answers; and the committee 
were instructed to report during this meeting, if practicable. 

Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow morning. 
Closed with prayer. 


Tuesday, May 28. 


The Synod met, and was opened with prayer: members present 
as above, with the exception, that Mr. Joseph M‘Nary attended 
in the room of Matthew R. Atcheson. 

The minutes of the last sitting were read and adopted. 

Mr. William Wilson craved to have his dissent marked from the 
decision of yesterday, adopting the report of the committee on the 
case of the Rev. A. Whyte. 

Answers to reasons of dissent by Dr. Bruce and Mr. Walker, 
from a deed of Synod passed in 1829, in relation to the right of in- 
fants to baptism, were read; and the following resolution, after 
discussion, was adopted. 

That as it is impracticable for want of time for Synod at present 
to examine the answers of the committee, with that deliberation and 
care that the importance of the subject demands, and in order that 
the members of the Synod may have an opportunity to examine 
the subject, therefore, resolved, that the reasons of dissent, together 
with the answers by the committee, be published in the minutes. 


The subscribers, having dissented from a deed of the Associate Synod at their last 
meeting in the city of Pittsburgh, in the year 1829, were providentially hindered from 
attending the last meeting in the city of Philadelphia, beg leave to offer their reasons 
of dissent, and have the same entered in the minutes. 

Reason Ist. That circumcision, in the room of which baptism came, was adminis- 
tered to the members of the household, and not confined to the natural posterity of 
professing parents. 

2d. That the reason why the members of the household of Abraham were entitled 
to the privilege of this seal, was, that they were under his particular command, and 
that he had engaged to train them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
(Gen. xviii. 19.) P 

3d. That baptism does not appear to be confined to the natural posterity of profess- 
ing parents, by any declaration of scripture; but in Acts xvi. 33, and in other places, 
the contrary appears to be asserted. 

4th. That parents stand in the same moral relation to their adopted children that 
they do to their natural posterity, and of course the former possess all the religious 
privileges of the latter, and why refuse them the seal of these privileges? 

5th. That the act of this Synod appears to determine that the entailment of the co- 
venant of grace is by natural generation, and not by promise, contrary to Rom. ix. 8. 

Signed, JOHN WALKER, 
ROBERT BRUCE. 


Answers to Reasons of Dissent from a deed of the Associate Synod of North 
America, at Pittsburgh, 1829, respecting the right of infant children to 
baptism: by the Rev. Messrs. Walker and Bruce. 

The decision of Synod from which these brethren dissent, although they have not 
taken care to mention it, is the following: 


“‘ The natural relation of parentage, alone warrants the presentation of a child for 
baptism; and this relation entitles the child of a professing parent in all cases.” 
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It is proper, in the first place, to state the doctrine of our subordinate standards on 
this point; for the decision of Synod not only agrees with it, but is almost in the same 
words. Confession of Faith, chap. xxviii. sect. 4. ‘* Not only those that do actually 
profess faith in, and obedience to Christ, but also the infants of one or both be- 
lieving parents, are to be baptized.” Larger Catechism, Question 166. “ Unto 
whom is baptism to be administered? Baptism is not to be administered to any that 
are out of the visible church, and so are strangers to the covenant of grace, till they 
profess their faith in Christ, and obedience to him; but the infants descending from 
parents, either both, or but one of them professing faith in Christ, and obedience to 
him, are, in this respect, within the covenant of grace, and are to be baptized.” 
Shorter Catechism, Question 95. “To whom is baptism to be administered? Bap- 
tism is not to be administered to any that are out of the visible church, till they pro- 
fess their faith and obedience to him; but the infants of such as are members of the 
visible church are ‘9 be baptized.” 

The dissenters oppose this doctrine for the following reasons— 

Reason 1. ** Circumcision, in the room of which baptism came, was administered 
to the members of the household, and not confined to the posterity of professing pa- 
rents.” 

Answer. If the dissenters mean that in Israelitish families or households, others were 
circumcised beside the children of these Israelites, it makes nothing for their opinion; 
but if they mean that male children in these families, whose parents had not made a 
profession of the true religion, were circumcised, it is denied; and the dissenters have 
not attempted to prove it. We cannot understand how children of heathen or unbe- 
lieving parents could be in the families alluded to; for the same law which required 
such children to be circumcised, required also the male parents to be circumcised. — 
Gen. 17. 15: “He that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised.” 
Therefore the children of these household servants were, by natural parentage, with- 
in the covenant of grace, and were to be circumcised. ‘This was the way in which 
Abraham understood the law of circumcision, as appears from his practice in obe- 
dience to it. Gen. 17.27: “In the self-same day was Abraham circumcised, and 
Ishmael, his son; and all the men of his house, born in his house, and bought with his 
money of the stranger, were circumcised with him.” 

Reason 2. “ The reason why the members of the household of Abraham were en- 
titled to the privilege of this seal, was, that they were under his particular command, and 
that he had engaged to train them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

Answer. According to the common way of arguing, the dissenters should have 
said that Abraham’s authority over these children, and his engagement to give them 
a religious education, gave him a right to circumcise them; and not that these chil- 
dren had thereby acquired a right to be circumcised. But the doctrine, that the 
right of an infant to the initiating seal of the covenant of grace may originate in the 
authority or duty of a master, is not only new, but is also without any foundation in 
Scripture or reason. The authority of a parent or master to govern and instruct his 
household, is a right or moral power belonging to that relation, and is common to all 
men, independent of circumcision. Were the believing parents of a child both dead, 
and their authority at an end, its right to baptism, by the natural relation of parentage, 
would still be the same; because it does not originate from that authority.—As the 
lissenters do not object to the doctrine, that the ** natural relation of parentage war- 
rants the presentation of a child for baptism, but only that that a/one warrants it, there 
is reason to conclude that they believe there are two ways in which children may 
have a right to this seal of the covenant of grace: one way for children of believing 
parents, that is by parentage; and another way forthe children of heathens and others, 
out of the visible church, that is, the authority of the believing master, and his en- 
gagement to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. This notion 
receives no support or countenance from the only text of Scripture to which we are 
referred: ** I know him, that he will command his children and his household after 
him; and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment,” Gen. 18, 
19. There is no allusion in these words, or in their preceding or following contexts, 
to the right of Abraham’s household to circumcision, nor even to circumcision itself. 
Abraham had the same authority over his household before the institution of circum- 
cision that he had after it, and had performed the same duties in his family before cir- 
cumcision that he performed after it. ‘The text referred to contains, first, an expres- 
sion of the divine approbation of Abraham’s faithful discharge of domestic duties; and, 
secondly, a declaration of the divine favour to him on that account. 

Reason 3. ‘* Baptism does not appear to be confined to the natural posterity of pro- 
fessing parents, by any declaration of Scripture; but, in Acts 16, 33, and in other 
places, the contrary appears to be asserted.” 

Answer. The doctrine of infant baptism is supported from three sources of argu- 
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ment. First, from the subjects of circumcision under the Old Testament dispensa- 
tion; and we are sure that the male children of believing parents were commanded 
to be circumcised. Secondly, from the fair and necessary consequence of such as the 
two following texts: “ Suffer little children to come unto me; for of such is the king- 
dom of heaven,” Matt. 19.14. These children could be members of the visible 
church, or ** of the kingdom of heaven,” in no other way than by the natural relation 
of parentage. Acts 2.39: **The promise is to you, and to your chikiren;” where 
Peter’s anxious hearers were referred to the ancient promise to Abraham, and to his 
seed. Thirdly, infant baptism is proved by such texts as plainly assert that the “in- 
fants of both or one believing parent, are within the pale of the visible church, and, 
therefore, have a right to baptism. 1 Cor. 7.14: ‘* The unbelieving husband is sane- 
tified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were 
your children unclean; but now are they holy.” ‘This is properly considered as 
meaning that such children, and such only, are externally, relatively, and federally 
holy, a seed separated to the Lord, and entitled to the privileges of the covenant of 
grace. If the dissenters grant that these texts prove the right of infant’ of believing 
parents to baptism on account of their relation to their natural parents, infant baptism 
should be confined to them, unless it can be very clearly shown that there is some 
other appointed way in which they can acquire that. The dissenters have only re- 
ferred us to Acts 16. 33; and to * other places,” where they say it ** appears to be as- 
serted.” In Acts 16. 33, it is said the jailor was baptized, and all “his straightway.” 
There is nothing said here about servants or strangers in the jailor's house; and surely 
the most safe and natural way of understanding the expression, “all his” is, that it 
means his own family, his wife, and children.—In the 15th verse of this 16th chapter 
of the Acts, it is said, “* Lydia was baptized and her household,” and in 2 Cor. 1. 16, 
the Apostle says, ** 1 baptized the household of Stephanas.” These are the ** other 
places,” we suppose, to which the dissenters refer. But they surely know that Pe- 
dobaptists consider these passages as strongly supporting the doctrine of the baptism 
of the infants of members of the visible church; because the word cme, in these texts 
rendered household, and the word bayith in the Old Testament exactly agreeing with 
it, commonly and properly signifies, not strangers or servants in a family, but chil- 
dren in a strict and natural sense. But, supposing the term were taken in the sense 
for which the anti-pedobaptists plead, and in which the dissenters understand it, as 
including servants, it would prove nothing in opposition to the doctrine we are de- 
fending; for, if there were adult servants, they were baptized upon their * professing 
their faith in Christ, and obedience to him,” and, if they had children, they were bap- 
tized as ‘* infants of such as are members of the visible church.” 

Reason 4. “ Parents stand in the same moral relation to their adopted children 
that they do to their natural children; and, of course, possess all the religious privi- 
leges of the latter; and why refuse them the seal of these privileges?” 

Answer. The dissenters have not been careful to express some things in this fourth 
reason so as to be easily understood; nor to support their opinion, which is neither 
self-evident, nor entertained by many others, with so much as an attempt to prove it. 
By ‘adopted children” it is not known whether they mean children that are bond 
in a family, for life, or for a time; or children whose adoption is sanctioned and ren- 
dered binding by an act of the legislature: perhaps they mean both. They assert 
that ** parents stand in the same moral relation to their adopted children that they do 
to their natural children.” Whether the moral relation is, in some degree, the same, 
in the case of adopted and natural children, we need not dispute; but we are sure it 
is not the same to the full extent of the natural relation between parents and chil- 
dren. The fifth commandment does not require this kind of parents to have the 
same ardour of affection, the same anxious care, the same unceasing labour, and en- 
deavours to promote the welfare and happiness of any kind of adopted children they 
should have for their natural offspring. Neither does it require such adopted chil- 
dren to have such a warmth of love and gratitude, such reverence and confidence, 
such a lively concern for the honour, the lives and comfort of this kind of parents by 
adoption, as children should have for their natural parents. 

The love of parents for their natural offspring is employed by the Holy Spirit as 
the finest and strongest figure to express the love of God for his people; and the love 
of children to their parents is also used to express the piety of his people toward 
himself. Speaking of the religious privileges possessed by these adopted children, 
the dissenters ask, “ Why refuse them the seal of this privilege?” Buptism is not a 
seal of privileges; it is itself a privilege, and a seal of promises. But this confident 
assertion, that the adoption of children by persons making a religious profession gives 
such children a title to baptism, cannot by any means be admitted; no artificial or 
civil relation, like that between masters and servants, and between those who become 
parents and children by an act of adoption, can make these servants and children 
members of the visible church, or give them a right to baptism. 
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Reason 5. “The act of Synod appears to determine that the entailment of the co- 
venant of grace is by natural generation, and not by promise, contrary to Rom. 9.8.” 

Answer. The dissenters have certainly mistaken the meaning of the Synod’s deter- 
mination; for all pedobaptists found their doctrine principally upon the covenant 
promise to believing parents, and to their children, and the dissenters should not 
have suspected or suggested that the Synod would assert the right of children to bap- 
tism, by the natural relation of parentage, in opposition to the promise. The cove- 
nant of grace, or the promise of that covenant, is not mentioned in the Synod’s deci- 
sion; it was not necessary; it was to be expected that all in communion with the Sy- 
nod would know that,it was included. ‘The doctrine of the Synod in that decision is, 
that the promise of the covenant of grace is conveyed to children by the natural rela- 
tion of parentage. Indeed this objection to the Synod’s decision is so groundless 
and unreasonable, that it scarcely deserves a serious refutation. As to the text, Rom. 
9. 8, to which the dissenters refer, as if it were contrary to the judgment of Synod 
about the warrant for the baptism of the infants of believing parents only, it seems 
necessary to remark, that the Apostle is not, in that place, treating of circumcision, 
or baptism, or of the way in which children have a title to the seal of the covenant of 
grace ; but of a very different subject. In the sixth verse of that chapter, Rom. 9, the 
Apostle introduces an instance and illustration of God’s sovereignty in making 
such a difference between persons who were, in themselves, alike. ‘ They are not all 
Israel ;” that is, true Israelites in God’s account, or interested in the saving blessings 
of the covenant of grace, “ that are of Israel ;” that is, the natural offspring of Jacob, 
and who belong to the nation and visible church of Israel. He then refers to that 
remarkable instance of divine sovereignty in making such a difference between Isaac 
and Ishmael: “ neither because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: 
but in Isaac shall thy seed be called,” verse 7, The Apostle treats of the same sub- 
ject in the fourth chapter of the Epistle to the Galatians, verse 23. “He who was 
born of the bond woman was born of the fiesh;” that is, in the order of nature, and 
by the power of nature; “ but he of the free woman was born by promise;” that is, 
though according to the order of nature, yet not by the power of nature, but by the 
promise of God. ‘Then the Apostle says, “ these things are an allegory ;” or, these two 
were typical persons. Ishmael, who was born after the flesh, according to the 
order, and by the power of nature, was a type of men in their natural state, and 
trusting in something of their own for justification, Isaac, who was born after the 
Spirit, was a type of those who are begotten by the almighty power of God, by means 
of the word, and who believe the promise of salvation through Jesus Christ. 
The Apostle is speaking on the same subject here, Rom. 9.8. They that are the 
children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the promise 
are accounted for the seed. It is not easy to say in what sense the dissenters under- 
stand this text; but, by the literal construction they put upon it here, and by the way 
in which they apply it in opposition to the Synod’s decision, they exclude all infants 
from baptism who are born “according to the flesh,” or by natural generation; a 
consequence they surely did not intend. THOMAS ALLISON, 

ALEXANDER DONNAN. 


Reasons of dissent by Dr. Bruce, from the decisions of Synod 
in the case of the Presbytery of Vermont, were read. Mr. D. 
Blair craved the privilege of joining in these reasons if he shall see 
proper to do so.—Messrs. Smart and Walker were appointed a 
committee to answer said reasons. 

The committee to whom the petition from the Associate congre- 
gation of Troy was referred, presented a Report, which, after a 
free discussion, was, on motion, adopted, by the following vote, 
namely: 

Ayes.—Drs. Ramsay and Beveridge, Messrs. Imbrie, Walker, 
Murray, J. Scroggs, Anderson, Miller, Hanna, Campbell, Martin, 
M‘Elwee, S. Wilson, Templeton, Smart, Henderson, J. Bruce, Hall, 
B. Boyd, Lindsay, D. Gordon, Webster, T. Wilson, J. P. Ramsay, 
M‘Arthur, John S. Easton, Irvine, Dickson, Patterson, E. N. Scroggs, 
and D. Thompson, Ministers.— Messrs. John Robertson, James Reid, 
John Bishop, John Law, James Smiley, Elisha Putnam, Samuel 
Johnston, Wm. S. Young, Aniel Rodgers, Wm. Patterson, H. Ha- 
mil, Wm. Scott, John Wilson, Wm. Collier, John Carnahan, John 
Auld, Thomas Latta, Andrew Glenn, Wm. Robb, Wm. Smith, Wm. 

Vor. XVI.—4 
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Morris, Wm. Cummings, Samuel Connelly, John Stewart, James 
Thom, Samuel Brownlee, Samuel M‘Ewen, Jos. R. Dickson, John 
M‘Dowell, Alexander Reid, John Sharp, and James Geery, Ruling 
Elders. —63. 

Noes.—Dr. Bruce, Messrs. D. M‘Lean, sen., Donnan, France, 
Heron, D. Blair, Rodgers, Snodgrass, Banks, Douthet, Galbraith, 
Pollock, M‘Gill, D. Goodwillie, and Ferrier, Ministers. aublloues. Da- 
vid Brown, Thomas Rough, Joseph Stewart, David White, Thomas 
Mitchell, Alexander Gilmore, Wm. Bell, and Robert Stewart, Ruling 
Elders. —23. 

Non liquet.—Messrs. Wm. Wilson, Isaac, Clokey, D. M‘Lean, jr., 
and Forrester, Ministers.—Messrs. Joseph M‘Nary, Robert M‘Neil, 
Robert Marshall, and James M‘Cormick, Ruling Elders.—9. 


The committee to whom were referred a petition and memorial from the Associate 
congregation of Troy, beg leave to report, that the answer already given to other 
memorials and petitions on the same subject, applies equally to this, and renders any 
thing further unnecessary, Although this memorial differs in some respects from 
some others which the Synod has determined to be inadmissible, yet it appears from 
this paper, that the said congregation, in common with the other petitioners, view them- 
selves as separated from the communion of the Associate church. ‘This congregation 
appears before us as subordinate to an Associate Presbytery of Albany, with which this 
Synod has no connexion. The committee think, while the utmost care should be 
used not to infringe upon the right of petition, and while those not having a right might 
in many cases be allowed a hearing, that the right of petitioning for a review of the 
deeds of Synod should not be conceded to such as have not, and avow that they have 
not, any ecclesiastical connexion with us. It appears to your committee, that the pro- 
per course to be pursued by such as think themselves aggrieved, is to contend against 
what they judge to be wrong in the way of continuing in communion, and not to with- 
draw till all hope of a present reformation is cut off. Your committee would also re- 
commend the following Resolution:— 

Resulved, That the petitioners from the congregation of Troy, and also from other 
congregations, whose papers, on account of the form in which they were presented, 
could not be received, be directed to apply to the respective Presbyteries to which 
they formerly belonged, in respect to cases which have been referred to these Pres- 
byteries; and that in respect to all matters properly coming before the Synod, they be 
instructed not to assume in their petitions such names and titles as are in contradiction 
to the Synod’s deeds, and which, for this reason, — be judged to imply a contempt 
of the Synod’s authority. T. BEVERIDGE, 

J. WALKER, 
J. SCROGGS. 

On motion, resolved, that a committee be appointed to inquire 
and report this afternoon, whether a more convenient place for 
Synod’s meetings can be procured. Messrs. Bell and Mitchell 
were appointed ‘said committee. 

Resolved, that the hour of meeting in the afternoon, hereafter be 
half past 2 o’clock. 


Adjourned. Closed with prayer. 


Half past 2, P. M. 


The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. Members pre- 
sent as above, together with Mr. Barnard Gilleland, Ruling Elder 
from the Presbytery of Allegheny. 

The minutes of the forenoon sitting, were read and approved. 
Mr. France gave intimation that he joined with Mr. Wm. Wilson 
in his dissent from the decision of Synod, in the case of the Rev. 
A. Whyte. 

Mr. Wm. H. Walker being present was, pursuant to a former 
resolution, called upon for his excuse for the non-fulfilment of his 
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appointment in the Presbytery of Miami. The excuse being heard, 
was sustained. 

Mr. Miller was, at his own request, released from the committee, 
to whom the paper from the Presbytery of Stamford had been re- 
ferred. 

The committees appointed to examine the records of the Pres- 
byteries of Muskingum and Miami reported, and their reports were 
accepted. 

The report of the commission that met at Massie’s Creek, lest ° 
July, was presented as follows, and, on motion, accepted, and or- 
dered to be spread upon the records. 


The commission appointed by Synod, to examine and issue all matters affecting the 
standing of the Rev. James Adams, met accarding to appointment, at Massie’s Creek 
Mecting House, July the 5th, 1838. The Presbytery of Miami, being in session at the 
same time and place, transmitted tothe commission a libel against Mr. Adams, charging 
him with five instances of intoxication, and with the habit of intemperance. These 
charges being judged relevant and admissible, testimony for and against the accused was 
taken andrecorded. The testimony being read, and the parties heard, the commission 
found the Rev. James Adams guilty of four of the specifications in the libel, and of 
the habit of intemperance. For these offences, persisted in, in despite of warning and 
reproof, the commission judged him worthy of deposition from the holy ministry, and 
of suspension from the church, sine die; and did depose and suspend him accordingly. 
This conclusion, the commission arrived at, after careful and painful, and, they trust, 
impartial examination of the evidence in the case. Having appointed Mr. Samuel 
Hindman, a member of the commission, to preach the following Sabbath in Massie’s 
Creek, announce the sentence of the court, and declare the congregation vacant, 
the commission closed with prayer and praise, and the pronunciation of the Apostolic 
Benediction by the Moderator, on Friday evening, the 13th of the month aforesaid. 

THOMAS HANNA, Moderator. 
WILLIAM M. M‘ELWEE, 
SAMUEL HINDMAN. 


The next meeting of Synod, was appointed to be held at Balti- 
more, on the the 4th Wednesday of May next, at 4 o’clock, P. M. 
Mr. Rodgers was appointed the Moderator’s alternate, to preach 
the synodical sermon. . 
The report of last year’s committee, on the report of the Pres- 
bytery of the Carolinas was called up, and, after some discussion, 
referred to a select committee, with all the other papers on this sub- 


ject. Messrs. J. Scroggs and Patterson were appointed said com- 


mittee. 

On motion, resolved, that a new edition of the Declaration and 
Testimony be published by Mr. Wm. 8. Young, as soon as prac- 
ticable. Two thousand copies were ordered, and Mr. Young 
was authorized to draw upon the Synod’s Treasurer for the ex- 
pense of publication. 

A resolution was offered to reconsider the deed of Synod last 
year, in relation to the Presbytery of Albany. ‘his resolution, af- 
ter considerable discussion, was negatived by the following vote, 
namely: 

Ayes.—Dr. Bruce, Messrs. Wm. Wilson, D. M‘Lean, sen., Don- 
nan, France, Heron, D. Blair, Isaac, Clokey, D. M‘Lean, jr., Rod- 
gers, Snodgrass, Banks, Douthet, B. Boyd, Galbraith, Pollock, J. P. 
Ramsay, M‘Gill, D. Goodwillie, D. Thompson, and Ferrier, Minis- 
ters.— Messrs. D. Brown, Thomas Rough, Joseph Stewart, Joseph 
M‘Nary, David White, Thomas Mitchell, Alexander Gilmore, Wm. 
Bell, Robert Stewart, and James M‘Cormick, Ruling Elders.—32. 

Noes.—Drs. Ramsay and Beveridge, Messrs. Imbrie, Walker, 
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Murray, J. Scroggs, Anderson, Miller, Hanna, Campbell, Martin, 
M‘Elwee, 8S. Wilson, Templeton, Smart, J. Bruce, Hall, Lindsay, 
D. Gordon, Webster, T. Wilson, M‘Kee, M‘Arthur, John 8. Eas- 
ton, Dickson, Patterson, E. N. Scroggs, Ministers.—Messrs. John 
Robertson, James Reid, John Bishop, John Law, James Smiley, E. 
Putnam, 8. Johnston, Wm. 8. Young, Aniel Rodgers, Wm. Patter- 
son, H. Hamil, Wm. Scott, John Wilson, Wm. Collier, John Car- 
nahan, John Auld, Francis Grove, Thomas Latta, Andrew Glenn, 
Bénjamin Babbett, Robert M‘Neil, Wm. Robb, Wm. Smith, Wm. 
Morris, Wm. Cummings, Samuel Connelly, John Stewart, Joseph 
R. Dickson, John M*‘Dowell, Alexander Reid, John Sharp, and 
James Geery, Ruling Elders.—59. 

Non liquet—Messrs. J. Hindman and Henderson, Ministers.— 
Messrs. Robert Marshall, James Thom, Samuel Brownlee, and 
Samuel M‘Ewen, Ruling Elders.—6. 

Against the above decision, Mr. Heron protested, for reasons to 
be assigned, and was joined by Dr. Bruce, Messrs. Donnan, D. 
M‘Lean, sen., Ferrier, D. Blair, Brown, and White. 

Mr. Francis Grove asked and obtained leave of absence during 
the remainder of the session. 

On motion, resolved, that Mr. J. W. Harsha be referred to the 
Presbytery of Chartiers, during the remainder of his probationary 
year, and that whatever calls may be in readiness for him at the 
expiration of that period, be referred to said Presbytery for pre- 
sentation. 

Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with 
prayer. 

Wednesday, May 29. 

The Synod met, and was opened with prayer: members pre- 
sent as above. The minutes of last sitting were read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Joseph Stewart asked and obtained leave of absence during 
the remainder of the session. 

Mr. Allison gave notice that he joined in the protest taken last 
evening against the decision, refusing to reconsider the decision of 
last year, in relation to the Presbytery of Albany. 

Papers being called for, there was given in a paper signed “ A 
Seceder.” Said paper, having a fctitious signature, was judged 
inadmissible, and was not read. ‘ 

A petition from certain individuals of the congregation of Rye- 
gate, praying for a review and reversal of the Synod’s deeds of 
last’ year, in relation to the Presbytery of Albany, Dr. A. Bul- 
lions, and Mr. Stalker, was read, and, on motion, referred to the 
committee, to whom the other memorials of the same nature had 
been referred. 

A petition was read from Mr. Beggs, praying that he may be 
heard on his case, either before the committee or the Synod itself. 
It was, on motion, agreed that he be heard before the Synod, and 
that the committee on the case be discharged. The Synod entered 
on the consideration of the case, and Mr. Beggs was heard. Af- 
ter some discussion, it was agreed to postpone the farther consi- 
deration of the case for the present. 

The committee of Supplies presented a report, which was, on 
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motion, recommitted. Dr. Ramsay was, at his own request, re- 
leased from said committee, and Mr. B. Boyd appointed in his room. 

On motion, it was resolved, as a standing rule of Synod, that at 
the close of each session of the Theological Seminary, the profes- 
sors assign to such students as the board agree to recommend, sub- 
jects of trial for licensure. 

The following preamble and resolution were offered and adopted, 
namely, “ W hereas, there are demands for supply of preaching, 
which this Synod find themselves unable fully to answer; there- 
fore resolved, that a committee be appointed to inquire what can be 
done to encourage and facilitate the education of young men, 
whereby candidates for the gospel ministry may be placed at 
Synod’s disposal.”—Messrs. ‘Templeton, M‘Elwee, and Miller, 
were appointed said committee. 

The committee on the memorial from certain persons in the 
congregation of Dumfries, in the Presbytery of Stamford, reported. 
The Report Was on motion accepted, and laid on the table. 

On motion, resolved, that a copy of the above memorial be refer- 
red to the Presbytery of Stamford, and that said Presbytery be 
ordered to appear before Synod at next meeting in their own de- 
fence. 

The Report of the committee on the Report of the Presbytery 
of Cambridge, was given in and read. While this Report was un- 
der consideration, a motion was made that Mr. Stalker be heard. 
The Moderator decided that the motion is not in order. 

The Report was then on motion adopted, as follows: 


‘The committee on the report of the Presbytery of Cambridge ask leave to state, 
that they find in it a complaint of the continued insubordination of the brethren whose 
sentence of deposition was confirmed last year, Dr. A. Bullions and Mr. Stalker.— 
That their example seems to have a pernicious effect in encouraging others to disre- 
gard the discipline of the church.—That, not contented with forming a party within 
their own bounds, they are endeavouring to extend the schism into the bounds of 
other congregations under the inspection of that Presbytery. That they claim the 
right to pursue the above course under their protest of last year, and finally, that they 
have proved contumacious to all their citations, and thereby baffled every attempt to 
deal with them acco ding to the order they received from Synod last year. Under 
these circumstances, they ask the Synod’s advice with regurd to farther measures in 
the cases of these men respectively. 

On the case as thus presented, your committee report, that as the course pur- 
sued by those deposed brethren and their adherents has evidently been dictated by a 
latent hope, that they may yet be saved the necessity of submitting to the decisions 
of the Presbytery and Synod in their case, by having those decisions set aside; the 
evil may, in their opinion, be fully met by proposing the following resolutions: 

Resolution Ist.—That as the Synod still believe their decision of last year, in the 
ease of the above named brethren, was founded in truth and right, and based on suf 
ficient evidence, so they are firmly resolved to adhere to it. 

Resolution 2nd.—That if the depose -d brethren have any submissions to make, the 
Presbytery of Cambridge, to which they belonged, are fully competent to receive 
those submissions, and restore them to their former standing without the intervention 
of the Synod. 

Resolution 3rd.—TVhat said Presbytery be directed to continue to deal with them 
vet farther, with a view to their restoration. That, however, they be directed to cer- 
tify to them, that if they persist in their present contumacious and disorderly course, 
they may find themselves impelled, by a suitable regard to the interests and safety of 
that part of the church under their inspection, to proceed to the highest censures. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
JAMES RAMSAY, 
J. SCROGGS. 


Mr. Brown craved to have it marked that he voted in the nega- 
tive. 
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Answers to Mr. Heron’s reasons of protest against the Synod’s 
deed of May 26th, 1838, in the ease of the Presbytery of Albany 
were read, and, on motion, adopted;—Mr. Brown craving to have 
it marked that he voted in the negative. 


On the 26th of May, 1838, this Synod passed an Act, declaring for reasons assigned 
in the deed, that **the body of which Mr. Stark was a member, is not the Asso- 
ciate Presbytery of Albany; but that said body was irregular in its constitution, and 
all its acts null and void;—and further declaring, that the body of which Messrs. 
Martin and Campbell are members, is truly the Associate Presbytery of Albany.” 
Against the above decision, I, along with some other brethren, entered my protest at 
the time, and now proceed respectiully to lay before your Rev. body a summary of 
my reasons for doing so.—and, 

I. 1 protest against the above decision, because, according to my views, it sus- 
tains and approves a high-handed act of insubordination. Whether the Synod of 1837 
acted right or not, in restoring Mr. Stark, for the time being, to his seat as a mem- 
ber of the court, the deed was done. Your records show that he left the Synod in 
the enjoyment of all his rights. Yet, notwithstanding this, the Presbytery of Al- 
bany, of which he was a member, refused him a seat as a member of that body, and 
that without any new charge preferred or tried. Now I am not disposed to dispute 
their right to call Mr. S. to account on any new charge which they had against him, 
and even to suspend him, if they thought it expedient to do so, till the cause was 
tried, Nothing, however, of this kind was done. ‘The Presbytery set him aside at 
once, without any new charge tabled, or trial had; thereby, in my view, evidently 
nullifying the decision of Synod, and the Synod, by the deed of which F complain, 
have said that they did right. Presbyteries, as well as individuals, have an undoubt- 
ed right to protest, remonstrate, or memorialize, when they are aggrieved by a deci- 
sion of the court above; but they have no right to set aside such decision, or de- 
clare it null and void. 

2. I protest against the aforesaid decision, because it introduces into the govern- 
ment of the church a principle hitherto unknown among Presbyterians, namely: that 
an act of mal-administration vitiates, not only the proceedings, but the very existence 
of acourt. In the decision protested against, it is expressly said, that “ Mr. Stark’s 
illegal admission to a seat vitiated all their proceedings;” and from this, together with 
eertain other premises, the conclusion is drawn that they “are not the Associate 
Presbytery of Albany; but were irregular in their constitution, and all their acts null 
and void.” 

For a long series of years the fathers of the Secession, together with many other 
friends of truth, had complained loudly, and complained justly, of many decisions of 
Presbyteries, Synods, and General Assembly, as illegal, oppressive, and injurious to 
the cause of God and truth. But they never viewed these deeds as vitiating the ex- 
istence of the courts. ‘They considered them as corrupt courts, and their unscriptural 
decisions as null and void; but they still professed and yielded submission to them in 
the Lord, as courts of Christ’s house. And if the principle imbodied in this decision 
be admitted, where can we look for a legal or constitutional court of Christ on earth ? 
It is believed that there can be none; for while composed of fallible men, exemption 
from every act of mal-administration eannot be pretended. 


Where, on this principle, 
will be the Associate Synod itself? 


fas there never been an act of mal-administra- 
tion committed by the Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania, or the Associate Synod 
of North America? None, I believe, will affirm this. Yet, as it gppears to me, the 
late decision gives to any man, who conscientiously belicves that an act of mal-ad- 
ministration has heen committed, a right to say to the Synod—* Your very existence 
is vitiated, and all your acts are null and void.” : i 

I have no wish to vindicate the regularity of the proeeedings of the brethren, in 
the manner in which they admitted Mr, Stark to his seat, As far as I know any 
thing of presbyterial order, I believe that when their protest was taken against the 
former deed excluding him, they ought to have presented their appeal before the su- 
perior court, and if they could not regularly obtain a reconsideration, let the matter 
rest till this was done. But whatever irregularity attended the proceedings, it could 
only affect the decision itself. It could never affect the constitutionality of the court. 

3. 1 protest against the aforesaid decision, because it opens a door for endless 
anarchy and confusion. This, I believe, it does, by sanctioning the conduct of Messrs 
Martin, Campbell, and Milmine, in withdrawing from the meeting, and constituting 
themselves into a Presbytery. If these brethren were aggrieved, they had a presbyte- 
rial remedy, and one that they could in a short time have applied. ‘hat remedy was, 
appeal to the superior eourt. And if in the tyrannical exercise of power this sa- 
ured right should be denied, stil they could have come before the Synod by memo- 
tial and complant.. And had they done so, they had no reason to doubt but that their 
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erievances would have been redressed. But instead of this, these brethren take the 
matter into their own hands, retire, and constitute themselves into a Presbytery, 
without waiting for the action of Synod; and the Synod have said that they did right. 
According to this decision, whenever a number of the constituent members of any in- 
ferior court, sufficient to constitute a quorum, are aggrieved by a decision, all that they 
have to do is to retire, and form a new court, and transact business in their own way. 
This is the first time, I believe, in which a Presbytery was formed in the Associate 
Church in this manner; but as it has received the sanction of the Associate Synod, it 
will not probably be the last. In this matter, it seems to me to be a mere question 
of moonshine, whether the brethren uforesaid, previous to their retiring, proclaimed 
their design or not. They had, on presbyterial principles, no more riglit to take the 
step with such declaration of intention than without it. 
Respectfully submitted. 
May 2\st, 1839. ANDREW HERON. 


Answers to the foregoing Reasons of Protest. 


As the protester has lost sight of some important and governing facts in the case, 
it will be proper, before proceeding to consider his reasons particularly, to give a 
brief history of the case itself. The Associate Presbytery of Albany, in January, 
1836, tabled a libel against the then Rev. Andrew Stark, which contained sundry 
charges, deeply affecting both his moral and ministerial character. ‘Two citetions to 
appear before Presbytery and answer to said charges, he treated With silent contempt; 
and in answer to the third, he sent in a paper containing a declinature of the Pres- 
bytery’s jurisdiction, The Presbytery, then, for reasons, which to them appeared 
satisfactory, referred the libel to the Synod for adjudication, reserving, however, at 
the same time, the right to deal with Mr. Stark in relation to his paper of deelina- 
ture. ‘This reservation was recognised by the Synod as proper; and, accordingly, 
the aforesaid paper was returned to the possession of the Presbytery. In the month 
of June, 1837, Mr. Stark again, after an absence of more than a year, appeared in 
Presbytery. But as he had declined the authority of that eourt, and had withdrawn 
from them, his name was dropped from the list of the members; and when a motion 
was made to have his name restored to the list, the motion was negatived, among 
other reasons, because he refused to take back, when requested, the aforesaid paper 
of declinature; in which he had not only refused subjeetion to the Presbytery, but 
had also abused several of its members in a truly outrageous manner. Against this 
decision, Messrs, Stark, Bullions, and Blair protested and appealed to the Synod, and 
afterwards gave in their reasons of protest, which were answered by a committee of 
the Presbytery. 

The Presbytery were, some time afterwards, constrained to table certain charges 
against Dr. Ps Bullions, involving his moral and ministerial character, and he was 
cited to answer to the same, at the bar of the Presbytery, on the 18th of April, 1838. 

On the said 18th day of April, at a very few minutes after the hour appointed for 
the meeting of the Presbytery, Messrs. Campbell and Martin, together with an elder, 
entered the place of meeting, and were immediately informed that the Presbytery 
was constituted: that Messrs. Bullions and Blair had withdrawn their protests, and 
that in consequence thereof, Mr. Stark and his elder had been admitted to seats in 
the court. Messrs. Campbell and Martin pronounced such procedure to be utterly 
subversive of presbyterial order, and offered to protest against it, but this truly pres- 
byterian privilege was strangely denied them. Dr. P. Bullions, moreover, offered a 
resolution to suspend, from their seats in Presbytery, Messrs, Campbell and Martin, 
together with their elders, for an alleged opposition to the Synod in having voted, 
the preceding year, that Mr. Stark’s name ought not to be put on the roll till he 
would, at least, withdraw his offensive declinature. As this resolution was about to 
be put to the vote, and that, too, without allowing the persons, whose presbyterial 
standing it affected a full opportunity of expressing their abhorrence at seeing such 
outrages committed in the name of Zion’s King, they withdrew, declaring that they © 
could not regard that disorderly body as a court of Christ, and that the Presbytery 
would be constituted elsewhere. This was accordingly done, an additional eldez 
having previously arrived. 

Hence, there appeared on the floor of last Synod two bodies, each claiming to be 
the Presbytery of Albany. And the Synod decided in favour of those who withdrew, 
together with such as adhered to them. And this decision was made on the follow- 
ing grounds:— 

1. Mr. Stark having declined the jurisdietion of the Presbytery, that court was 
right in refusing him a seat as long as he refased to withdraw his declinature. 

2. The withdrawal of the protest and appeal, above referred to, could only have the 
effect of confirming the deed against which that protest had been entered ~ 

3. The admission of Mr. Stark and his elder was, therefore, in fact, the admission 
of individuals who had no right nor title to seats in the Presbytery. 
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4. The right of protest and appeal was taken away from Messrs. Campbell and 
Martin, and that, too, under circumstances which must invalidate every claim to the 
title of a Presbyterian court. 

5, The individual who was arraigned for trial, at that time, was allowed to take 
an active part in the organization of the court, and actually to offer a resolution to 
suspend from their seats two ministers with their elders, for no other reason than 
that they had not voted to his mind on a former occasion. 

6. As Dr. P. Bullions could not legally take part in any procedure which affected 
the final issue of the process in which he was involved, while he was taking such 
part, as in introducing persons into the court who had no right there, and excluding 
those who had a right, there remained but a single ministerial member who was qua- 
lified to sit and act in the case, 

7. The great precipitancy and indecent haste with which the protesting brethren 
of the Presbytery, with their elders, met and proceeded to admit Mr. Stark and his 
elder to seats, in the absence of all those who had voted against their admission on 
the former occasion, although it was known thatygome of these were so near at hand 
that they could have been called in, in almost a minute’s time. 

8. There were clear indications given by the protesting brethren of an intriguing 
design, to circumvent their brethren in this matter—such as the presence of Mr. 
Stark and his elder: the anxiety manifested about the arrival of a distant member; 
the presence of Dr. P. Bullions, at that hour, contrary to his practice for twelve 
years; having the resolution which provided for the suspension of Messrs, Campbell 
and Martin with their elders, from seats in Presbytery, prepared beforehand, &c. 

The foregoing reasons, together with other circumstances, were all before the Sy- 
nod, and were urged by meimbers previously to the taking of the vote on the resolu- 
tions protested against by Mr. Heron; and although they are not all mentioned in 
the resolutions, they are not to be regarded as after-thoughts. It is not usual for 
church courts to imbody in their minutes all the reasons which govern the votes of 
members. This is impracticable. One member may have but one reason, and ano- 
ther may have a score for giving precisely the same vote. Hence it is unfair to in- 
fer that a judicatory has no mure reasons for any of its decisions than those which 
it may choose to publish in its records. 

In view, then, of the foregoing reasons, taking them altogether, who can hesitate 
to express his approbation of the Synod’s decision in the case? It is not, indeed, pre- 
tended that the Presbytery of: Albany became annihilated by the unlawful deeds 
above referred to; the Presbytery still existed in those members who withdrew and 
transacted Presbyterial business in another place. Nor is it pretended to fix upon 
the precise and solitary deed which rendered it evident that the persons who first 
assembled under the name of the Presbytery, lost all title to that name, It is diffi- 
cult to determine at what particular point a true church may cease such, and, 
on the contrary, become a synagogue of Satan. A succession, however, of anti. 
christian acts, at length, may determine the matter. So in the present ease; a suc- 
cession of anti-presbyterial, oppressive, disorderly, and violent measures, such as are 
mentioned above, gives decisive evidence as to the character of the body from which 
those measures proceeded. It ceased to be a court, of Jesus Christ, and the Presby- 
tery was preserved in those members who bore testimony against those measures, 
and proceeded to act as a Presbytery in another place, which members would have 
been unfaithful to their Master, and would have acted inconsistently with their ordi- 
nation engagements, had they done otherwise, or ceased to act as Presbyters at all, as 
the protester would have had them do. 

After the above history and view of the case, the reasons of the pyotester will re- 
quire but brief answers. 

1. His first reason is, that the Synod sustained by their decision a high-handed 
act of insubordination in the Presbytery. But there is no foundation for this reason 
in fact. The Presbytery did not meddle with the deed of Synod removing Mr. 
Stark’s suspension, as the protester intimates, They did not sit in judgment upon 
it. Tney never questioned the validity of it. Neither did they, in the smallest de- 
gree, act in insubordination to it. But on the contrary, they manifested. their obe- 
dience to the Synod in taking the very first opportunity of dealing with Mr. Stark 
on account of his offensive declinature, as Synod directed, or at least, allowed them 
to do, at its meeting in 1836. (Sce Minutes of Synod for 1836.) 

2. The second reason proceeds on the false assumption that the Synod decided 
that an act of mal-administration vitiated the very existence of the body which had 
been guilty of such act. But the Synod only say that it vitiated their proceedings. 
There was, as has been already stated, a succession of mal-administration acts, 
which, together with all the other circumstances combined, led the Synod to judge 
that the body in question ought not to be recognised as a true and lawful Presbyte-~ 
rian court, and that the powers of the Presbytery of Albany, of right belonged to 
those who resisted those unlawful deeds until they were, in a measure, thrust out, 
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and who then met in another place, and acted as a court in conformity to presbyte- 
rian rules, And their conduct was so far from contradicting the views of the early 
fathers of the secession, that it was in strict accordance therewith, For those em)- 
nent men maintained that the judicatures of the established church had ceased to be 
lawfully constituted courts of Jesus Christ, because of the admission of the “ intruders”’ 
into them, together with other high-handed acts of mal-administration, 

3. In answer to the third reason of protest, it is sufficient to say that the evil de- 
precated by the protester, would be far more likely to arise, had the Synod decided 
otherwise than they did. If it were ever again to happen, that a few protesting mi- 
nisters, in a Presbytery under the inspection of this Synod, should be found meeting , 
with the manifest design to circumvent their brethren of the majority, and should 
proceed to withdraw their protests with the view of killing the decision against 
which they were entered, admit persons to seats who had no right there, suspend the 
privilege of protest and appeal, attempt to thrust out the members belonging to the 
majority, as they arrived, allow a = under process for scandal, to take an ac- 
tive part in having the court that wa™ to try him composed only of such members as 
he knew would vote in his favour, and do all these things in a hurried, if not profane 
manner, the Synod would say, to such members as might refuse to acknowledge such 
a disorderly body to be a court of Jesus Christ, and who might retain and transact 
Presbyterial business elsewhere, “ Brethren, you did right.” 

JAMES MARTIN, 
JAMES P. MILLER, 
A. ANDERSON, 


Adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 


Half past two P. M. 

The Synod met, and was opened with prayer: members pre- 
sent as above. The minutes of last sitting were read and cor- 
rected. 

Answers to reasons of protest by Mr. Heron against the deed of 
Synod of May 28th, 1838, adopting the Report of a committee 
suspending the brethren of the Presbytery of Albany, were read, 
and, on motion, adopted. 








On th Tay, 1838, this Synod adopted the report of a committee, in refe- 
rence to rethren of the Presbytery of Albany, thereby suspending said 
brethren fr exercise of their offices, and the communion of the church. Agairist 
this decision® entered my protest at the time, along with other brethren of the Sy- 
nod, and now proceed to assign some reasons which have induced me to take this 
step. 

As this decision reduplicates on that of the 26th of May, 1838, in reference to the 
same brethren, all the reasons which I have already assigned for protesting against 
that decision apply to this, and to these I beg leave to refer, without repetition. 

The following are some additional reasons of protest. 

1. The decision in question appears, in its spirit, to deny, or at least unduly to limit, 
the right of protest. It declares that the paper of the suspended brethren, purport- 
ing to be some of their reasons of protest, offers a contemptuous opposition to the au- 
thority of this Synod. The decision protested against by the brethren was nothing 
less than the annihilation of their presbyterial existence. Such being its nature, 
there was evidently no middle ground between unconditional submission to the deed, 
and holding it null and void. ‘They could not conscientiously submit, and, therefore, » 
there was no alternative left for them but to hold it null and void as they say. Iam 
not aware of any thing in these brethren’s protest that is or can be cavilled at, ex- 
cept this declaration. And if they are censured for imbodying in their protest a de- 
claration, which any protest in their circumstances necessarily implies, does not tWe 
inference seem to be a fair one that they are censured for protesting at all? I may 
add, that the language of the brethren in their protest, in which they say that they 
hold the decision null and void, is not stronger than that employed by the fathers of 
the Secession in their celebrated protest. Nay, your own published records contain, at 
least, one protest, which holds the same language respecting the decision protested 
against, yet no fault was found with it. 

2. The decision seems to imply the alarming doctrine that every instance of non- 
submission involves the guilt of “contemptuous opposition to rightful authority.” 
biog 3 must have clearer optics than mine who perceive any thing contemptuous in 
the language which the brethren employ. The contempt must be in the deed. And 
that this is the contempt meant by Synod seems clear from the language of the deci- 
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sion itself; for it declares, that by continuing to claim to be the Presbytery of Albany, 
they “contemptuously” refuse submission to Synod. If I understand the language 
of the Synod here, their doctrine is, that any and every act of non-submission involves 
the guilt of contempt of church courts and their authority. I do not charge the Sy- 
nod with holding this anti-protestant doctrine. But by the adoption of the report 
they have (inadvertently | trust) used language which seems to me fairly to imply 
it. Non-submission and contempt may be found together, but there is no necessary 
alliance. Still less are they one and the same thing. 

3. 1 consider the deed in question as incompatible with that Christian tenderness 
and caution by which church courts should always be characterized in the exercise 
of discipline. It has been usual in presbyterial courts, previous to the infliction of 
such weighty cehsures on brethren, first to try all affectionate and gentle methods 
to reclaim, before cutting them off. But by this act these brethren are preciritately 
suspended from the exercise of their office, and from the communion of the church, 
without any previous step taken to reclaim th@™. ‘To me it seems evident, that if 
these brethren were in error, it would have n more in the spirit of the gospel, 
previous to cutting them off, to dea! with them, either by the court itself, or a cam- 
mittee appointed for the purpose. Patience and long-suffering are no less becoming 
in the disciples of Christ, than unflinching fidelity to his cause. 

Respectfully submitted. 
May 21st, 1839. ANDREW HERON. 


Answers to the foregoing Reasons. 
7] =} 


1. The first reason of protest is, that the deed of Synod in question either denies or 
unduly limits the right of protest. That the Synod had no such intention, is evident 
from a previous deed expressly conceding to the brethren of the Presbytery of Albany, 
the right of protesting against the deed with which they were dissatisfied. The ground 
of the Synod’s action in this case, was not the protesting of these brethren, but their 
refusing all submission, declining the authority of Synod, and holding the deed pro- 
tested against to be null and void. If such insubordination is to be tolerated and jus- 
tified, it must put an end to all church government. The protester, however, says 
that there was “no middle ground between unconditional submission to the deed, and 
holding it to be null and void.” ‘To this we answer, that the submission required, 
was only to unite and act with their brethren of the Presbytery as before, and this 
they might have done without conceding a single principle for which they contended, 
so that we are at a loss to perceive how their consciences could be aggrieved, or how 
their case could be of such a character as to shut them up to insu ion and se- 
cession, as imperative duties, The present protester, taking the 
case as these exscinded brethren, yet does not appear to find him 
lemma, which he pleads as their apology. He does not put thel 
roll, nor refuse to acknowledge those whom the Synod has recognise the Presby- 
tery of Albany, to be that Presbytery ; but, while he protests, he submits to the deed 
against which he protests. Why then should he regard non-submission an impera- 
tive duty in them, while he yields submission himself inthe same case? If his views 
be correct, how can his conscience and principles be less affected than theirs? We 
cannot regard the deed of Synod as annihilating their presbyterial existence. It re- 
gards them as a part, but not as a whole of the Presbytery of Albany, and while it 
does not sustain their disorderly proceedings as presbyterial acts, it yet allows of their 
returning to their brethren, whom they had irregularly suspended fyom their seats. 

The language of these brethren, it is said, is not stronger than that of the fathers 
of the Secession, in their celebrated protest. We are, however, persuaded that our 








modern seceders have by no means the same grounds for secession, The protest of 


the fathers of the Secession originated in zeal for the truths of God, and the liberties 
of his people. ‘The protest of the present seceders has originated in attempts to defeat 
the discipline of the charch, and to injure the reputation of brethren by slanderous 
publications. In the other case of protest, supposed to be referred to by our brother, 
the language is not that the deed protested against shall be held to be null and void; 
but that “it is, and ought to be null and void,” which makes a radical difference. In 
a word, the whole of this reason is based on the supposition that persons may decline 
the authority of the church, and yet be retained in it, and that refusing them this li- 
berty may be construed as a denial of the right of protest. 

2. In the second reason, the protester infers a general principle from a particular 
act of Synod: because the Synod in a particular case, charges non-submission as im- 
plying contempt, the protester seems to think that they have adopted the general prin- 
ciple, “the alarming doctrine, that every instance of non-submission involves the 
guilt of contemptuous opposition to rightful authority.” As it is admitted by him, 
that “non-submission and contempt may be found together,” and as no argument is 
offered to prove that this is not a case of the kind, this reason may be dismissed with- 
out farther remark. 
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3. The third reason is founded upon the alleged precipitancy of the act of suspen- 
sion. So long as persons continue in their connexion with a church, the steps pro- 
posed in this reason may be very proper; but they are not, at least, commonly em- 
ployed towards those who, by declining the authority of a church, appear to shut the 
door against such dealings. In other cases of declinature, a vote of suspension has 
been instantly passed, in the present instance a declinature was twice offered, and 
twice committees were appointed to report upon them; we think also we are safe in 
saying, that nearly half the time of the last meeting of Synod was occupied upon 
the case of these brethren before the final action ef the court, so that there seems 
no room for the charge of precipitancy. JAMES MARTIN, 

JAMES P. MILLER, 
A. ANDERSON, 


Answers to reasons of protest by Mr. Heron against the deed of 
Synod last year in the case of Mr. Stalker, were read, and, on mo- 
tion, adopted ;—Mr. Brown craving to have it marked that he 
voted in the negative. 


Against the Synod’s decision of June 1, 1838, affirming the decision of the Pres- 
bytery of Cambridge, in the case of the Rev D. Stalker, 1 recorded my protest, for 
which I now assiga the following reasons :— 

1. Because the aforesaid decision tends to abridge the due liberty of speech. The 
charge against Mr, Stalker was based upon his speech read before the Presbytery, 
when a case of Dr. A, Bullions was unde: consideration, That speech was read 
with permission of the court asked and obtained. After having examined it with all 
the attention in my power, I can fine nothing in it which I consider sufficient to 
justify a prosecution. Mr. Stalker, indeed, expresses his honest conviction respecting 
the spirit manifested throughout certain proceedings of the Presbytery, with which 
he had felt himself aggrieved; and it is possible, that, in the expression of these con- 
vietions, his language may not always be the happiest selection that could be made. 
But to torture a man’s language, so as to put the most anfavourable construction on 
it that it can be made to bear, seems too near a kin to “making a man an offender 
for a word,” and seems not to be in accordance with that charity which “ bopeth all 
things, and believeth all things.” And are church courts, or those who compose 
them infailible, so that we must in no case think that an unehristian spirit is mani- 
fested, or an unscriptural course pursued? or, if we think it, must our lips be sealed, 
that we dare not speak it? It is admitted that liberty and licentiousness of speech 
are very different things; but surely great care should be taken that in our attempts 
to check the one, we do not infringe upon the other. This I consider the Presbytery 
of Cambridge as having done, and the Synod have, by their decision, said that they 
have done rightly. : 

2. Because no regard wes paid to the defendant’s solemn disclaimer. As the Pres- 
bytery’s proof of their charges was found in Mr, Stalker’s written speech, so his de- 
fence was presented in a paper of explanation and disclaimer. This paper was be- 
tore the Synod, and speaks for itself: and such, to my mind, is the spirit of honesty 
and candour that breathes through the whole, that unbiassed minds will be satisfied 
that the views imputed to him are nvt his. Yet the Presbytery considered the one 
paper as containing sufficient evidence for his condemnation, but attached no weight 
to the other for his exculpation: and the Synod sanctioned their procedure as correct. 

3. Because the decision involves the dangerous principle, that the Narrative of our 
Testimony is a term of ministerial and Christian fellowship. One of the charges on 
which Mr. Stalker was condemned, and that one which I believe operated most 
against him, was, his alleged disagreement with the Synod in their views respecting 
the United Secession Church in Scotland, expressed in a certain foot note inserted 
in the Narrative. Whether Mr. Stalker’s views respecting this note are currect or 
otherwise, I do not here inquire: but that an approbation of it should be required of 
any, as a condition of fellowship, is contrary to the Synod’s declaration in the act 
adopting the Narrative; and it is also at war with the fact, that when this note was 
adopted by Synod, a part of the members voted aguinst it, and some, I believe, re- 
corded their dissent. Yet the Presbytery of Cimbridge have virtually said, by their 
decision, that an approbation of it shall be required as a term of church fellowship; 
and the Synod, by sustaining their decision without limitation, have said the same 
thing. Respectfully submitted. 


ANDREW HERON. 


Answers to Reasons of Protest given in by Mr. Heron against a deci- 
sion of Synod, in the case of Mr. Stalker. 

1. The first reason alleges that the decision of Synod “tends to abridge the due 

liberty of speech,” because the charge against Mr. Stalker was based upon his writ- 
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ten speech, which was read before Presbytery. But Synod must not confound liber- 
ty and licentiousness. It is licentiousness to offer conjectures as facts, to assert 
for facts what is mere suspicion, and to make heavy charges without proof, and which 
cannot be proved. Mr. Stalker did not merely give his opinions, as the reason under 
consideration alleges, that the Presbytery manifested an unchristian spirit, but that 
in a certain cause before them they acted under this spirit alone, As little as could just- 
ly be required of him, certainly was, to acknowledge the fact contained in his written 
speech, and retract a grievous charge which he could not prove. But this he would 
not do, It is a strange plea advanced here, and often made in Synod, that to hold 
members responsible for slanders, or errors advanced in debate, is a restraint on liber- 
ty of speech. Do those who make this plea really believe that a liberty to advance 
gratuitous charges and hard suspicions, as facts, is necessary to the investigation of 
truth, or the maintenance of justice? Do they wish to see a Presbytery or Synod 
which is constituted in the name of Christ, a licensed house of slander, indecorous 
language, and ungoverned passion ? 

2. The second reason asserts that no regard was paid to Mr. Stalker’s solemn dis- 
claimer, which was made by him in a written defence. This is a gratuitous misstatement 
of fact. It is of a piece, therefore, with some publications against the Presbytery ot 
Cambridge and the Synod, and with some memorials which have been read, and 
speeches made at the present meeting. If it be free discussion to assert what might 
suit the attaining of an object rather than ascertained facts, let such free discussion 
be the privilege of our opponents only, and let them alone embrace it. It is, however, 
this liberty that is agitating the church so much at present, and perverting and 
alienating the minds of so many members. The Presbytery of Cambridge did pay 
regard to Mr. Stalker’s disclaimer; but as it was a disclaimer only of a meaning or 
intention, the Presbytery asked a retraction of the words or acknowledgment of fault 
in them, which he absolutely refused. It was impossible, therefore, to attach much 
weight to a disclaimer which was contradicted by unequivocal words still adhered to. 

3. The third reason alleges that the decision of Synod prctested against “ involves 
the dangerous principle, that the Narrative of our Testimony is a term of ministerial 
and Christian fellowship.” This is a mistake of the case. We request so much can- 
did attention to the matter in question, as to consider whether an approbation of his- 
toric statements in the Narrative, and adherence to an authoritative act of Synod, re- 
specting the principles of our profession, recorded not only in the minutes, but published 
in the Narrative, be the same thing. Does its publication in the Narrative destroy its 
obligation as an act of Synod? It was not the Synod’s Narrative, but this act pub- 
lished in the Narrative, that was required by Presbytery and Synod to be recognised. 
Nor would a special recognition of that act of Synod have been required of Mr. 
Stalker at the time it was required, if he had not called that act and its truth 
and authority in question. But this he did once and again, gratuitously. A dis- 
sent from, or protest against an act of Synod, to which this reason refers, does not 
warrant open opposition to it, or resistance of it; but Mr. Stalker’s declaration 
in Presbytery and Synod was open resistance. People may readily be found, who 
join in a profession, while they entertain sentiments utterly at variance with it. This, 
Mr. Stalker actually did, not only by acknowledging that many good things are 
found in the United Secession Church, which is not denied by us, but by justifying 
his connexion with them, in all their apostacy, and by refusing to testify against 
them, It was the duty of Synod to testify against that union as far as they deviated 
from that profession in which a part of them had been united with us, and they have’ 
a right to exclude from tieir communion all who justify that union which they have 
condemned. ‘The Synod did not require of Mr. Stalker to testiff against any thing 
which is found good in that cliurch, nor to be silent in approving of such things, but 
to unite with us in testifying against specified evils in her. 

A. ANDERSON, 
JAMES MARTIN, 
JAMES P. MILLER. 


The Presbytery of Cambridge asked and obtained leave to re- 
tire a short time for the transaction of presbyterial business. 

The committee on Missions reported on the petition of the 2nd 
congregation of New York, and the report of the Female Mission- 
ary society of Massie’s Creek, which had been referred to them. 

The report was, on motion, laid on the table. 

A communication from Mr. Stark, explaining the reason of his 
absence when the Synod finally passed upon his case last year, 
was read, and, on motion, laid on the table. 

Answers to Dr. Bruce’s reasons of dissent from the Synod’s deed, 
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in relation to the Presbytery of Vermont, were read, and, on mo- 
tion, adopted. 


Reasons of Dissent from a Decision of the Associate Synod, passed the 25th 
of May, declaring the Presbytery of Vermont suspended for one year 
from Presbyterial action, and attached, during that time, to the Presby- 
tery of Cambridge. 


My first reason of dissent is, Synod’s inconsistency of action in the present case, 
and in that of the Presbytery of Albany last year. At last meeting the principle of 
Synod’s action was, that a seat in Presbytery granted to a member, and occupied by 
him without a right to that seat, destroyed that Presbytery’s existence: this year, as 
it seems, the judgment of Synod not being founded on the immutable basis of truth, 
is not destruction of existence, but suspension for one year. Convinced that a man 
who sits in the superior court may be present also in an inferior, my vote in Synod 
in the present case was, that the Presbytery of Vermont exist and exercise her rights, 
till brought before us; but Synod could only be consistent with herself by denying 
the power of self-government and demolishing the Presbytery. ‘I charge thee be- 
fore God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these 
things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality.” 

My second reason is, a Presbytery insulated by itself, and a hundred miles from 
any other, with its hands manacled, is a useless and an unaccountable phenomenon. 
What is a Presbytery? It consists of ministers and elders, and the members of the 
congregations. A Presbytery is not made up of the ministers and elders separated 
from the people, but they are vitally connected together. The officers are overseers; 
and when you take out of their hand the key that the Lion of the tribe of Judah hath 
put into it, you disorganize that part of the church. The sheep are without a shep- 
herd. Can the ministers of Vermont baptize a child? They dare not judge of cha- 
racter, nor decide on that of an individual. This belongs to church discipline, and 
admits of protest and appeal. ‘They cannot hold a session. Their character there, 
and rules of acting are the same as in Presbytery. The elders are an essential part 
of representation in a Presbytery, but they cannot act by themselves:—they are bound 
to the idle gaze of listlessness, having their hands tied along with their pastors. 

My third reason is, that it is untender and unedifying to subject them to the act- 
ings of Cambridge Presbytery. It is untender, because the ministers of Vermont 
Presbytery had been, when united with it, deprived against their wills of their seats, 
and to force them now to go there, without the protection of their office upon them or 
the privilege of representing their own congregations, is to place them, like an idiot 
child, by a step-mother’s side: an object of aversion and of scorn, to the more favoured 
branches of the family. ‘his is also unedifying; because destroying presbyterian 
parity, an ordinance of God, it must, of necessity, kindle into a greater flame those 
discontents, which the fatherly eye of this Synod could not but see was unhappily 
in that quarter of her household. The Synod's words should be, and the Synod’s 
actings should be, “Love one another.” But when you punish one part without 
being tried, and constitute a sovereignty over them in the other, you place accounta- 
bility where nothing but sorrow can be in the humiliation, and words of the deepest 
discontent in almost every instance of the exercise of the superior power. This 
power, too, is that of the ancient Roman over his slave. The law committed abso- 
jutely to him the right of life and death. These ministers of Vermont, not bein 
private members in the church, and having no legal standing in Presbytery, can nei- 
ther protest nor appeal: they are in a state of tutelage rendering them incapable of 
action, except by the lifting up of the voice in the preaching of the gospel. The 
power which is over them, being undefined by any particular law, or regulated by 
usage, may, during the year, arraign for treason, and cut off or expatriate. Can Cam- 
bridge Presbytery summon, at pleasure, the ministers of Vermont to come before 
them? or are they never to interfere, during the year, with any member within the 
bounds of Vermont, except when application is made to them? If this last be the 
plan, we hope, before they apply often, that they will consider well the old proverb, 
** They shall surely ask counsel at Abel, and so they ended the matter.” 

My fourth reason of dissent is, that the Synod’s decision establishes a species of 
Episcopacy, and this in its worst condition. E-piscopacy is the superintendence of 
ministers in the church by other ministers, and the giving of these latter a power of 
prescribing to the former, and controlling their operations. The Presbytery of Cam- 
bridge is appointed by Synod to occupy this condition: and, I say, it is the worst; be- 
cause the superintendents are non-residents. he cure is in another state, and sepa- 
rated by great distance and mountains from the overseer’s eye. The eye of their 
own pastors is closed, and this arrangement of Synod is not, in form, an ordinance of 
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God: it destroys the parity which he hath appointed, and it is likely that his voice 
will be, * 1 am against the shepherds, and 1 will require my flock at their hand, and 
cause them to cease from feeding the flock, neither shall the shepherds feed them- 


selves any more; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be | 


meat for them.” 

My last reason of dissent is, because simplicity and consistency of conduct here are 
so easy, but not attempted. Ifthe Presbytery of Cambridge had not, at last meeting 
of Synod, been approved of in excluding four members against their will from their 
seats, the Presbytery of Vermont could not have acted as they have done. It is 
the first letting in of water which accounts to us for the channel which is worn so 
deep. One unguarded step leads to another. ‘The present decision of Synod may 
be almost certainly predicted to lead farther into the mire. ‘lhe power of men, when 
they mistake their will for the authority of Christ, in ecclesi:stical stations, is the ori- 
gin of many of the bitings and devourings of one another, which occupy the empty 
chambers of brotherly love. The Synod, as the remonstrants of last year against the 
exclusion of these members must believe, should leave the Presbytery of Vermont 
in the exercise of pastoral authority over their flocks, and next year call them to ac- 
count for their conduct. They should, like the holy king of Israel respecting Absa- 
lom, who was acting against the highest just authority, say in their council chamber, 
to each other, “ Deal gently.” Said Saul, to protect decision that had no foundation 
but his sovereignty, * God do so to me, and more also, if thou shalt not die, Jonathan;”’ 
but said David, “ Deal gently, for my sake, with the young man.” ‘This was some- 
thing like our Heavenly Father's voice, ** 1 will have mercy, and not sacrifice. 

Signed, ROBERT BRUCE, 
Pittsburgh, May 28, 1839. 


Reasons of a second Dissent, at the same sederunt, from a Decision of the 
Associate Synod, in the case of Vermont Presbytery, admitting Dr. Bul- 
lions to be a Member. 


The resolution of Synod is, that the Presbytery’s decision in the case of the Dr. 
was null and void from the very first. This case cannot be understood in its true 
bearings, till it be taken up among all its connected circumstances. Paul and Silas 
acted most uprightly in refusing to quit the prison till the authorities which confined 
them should come and release them. Yet, the Angel of God, in another arrange- 
ment of circumstances, opened all the prison doors, and carried off the prisoners. It 
was unlawful for any but the priests alone to eat the show-bread; yet David and his 
men eat of it, and were blameless. The circumstances show us the morality of an ac- 
tion, and not the name which marks the deed in the ordinary course of human af- 
fairs. 

Several points may be indefensible about an action, and yet the deed not null and 
void: yea, in subordinate stations, they may be deliberately adopted against the supe- 
rior authority, and yet the being of actions not be destroyed. The original Presby- 
tery of Seceders withdrew from the general Associate Synod, and that Synod never 
declared their organization null and void. ‘The Gibeonites ran to Joshua with a lie in 
their mouth, and beyond their own ancient or presbyterial land, and yet the league 
was sacred between them and the Israelites, and no man dared dissolve it. The con- 
duct of Vermont Presbytery was apparently, at least, contemptuous to Synod’s autho- 
rity, as well as it was unguarded to the prospect of their own existence. They could 
not ke ignorant, that in ordinary cases the step they were taking would be anti-pres- 
byterial, and it was impossible to forget the immediately preceding decision of Synod 
in the case of Albany Presbytery, that the admission of a member, who has no right 
to sit in a court, corrupts it and destroys its very existence; and they could not but 
see that the case of Dr. Bullions was much more glaringly out of order than Albany 
Presbytery’s admitting, when constituted by their regular moderator, one of their 
own members; and who, though under process before Synod, was admitted to a seat 
in Synod herself, and to the privilege of voting according to the principles of our dis- 
cipline in all neutral causes. The Presbytery, therefure, must have acted, and must 
be supposed as conceiving themselves acting, not as in the common course of affairs, 
but among a peculiar arrangement of circumstances; and hence, till they could be 
heard, the Synod should not have nullified Presbytery’s authority, but expressed a 
warning disapprobation of their deed. Dr. Bullions is not personally reached by the 
decision of Synod: it is the Presbytery, and that alone, on which the stroke of Synod 
falls; and it might have been sufficient to bring them and their act together, as is usual 
in the cases of the trials of men, to be examined and decided upon.—For what is Sy- 
nod to try the Presbytery of Vermont at next meeting? Have we any account of 
other disapprovable deeds of theirs than this? I know of none. Why try them at 
all? The thing is decided, and they are now under punishment for their deed. They 
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acknowledge the stolen property, and Synod says no possible combination of circum- 
stances can possibly justify the taking the bread off another's table, and she has shut 
them up not to be tried for this deed, for they are already under punishment for it. 
Of old it was said, ** Doth our law condemn any man before it hear him?” and our books 
of discipline suppose libel, prosecution, and defence, before any are condemned.— 
I dissent, therefore, from the decision of Synod because it looks at the deed of Pres- 
bytery as in common circumstances; because#in human courts men can be tried for 
actions only, and their action, their single and only action, is already tried; without 
citation too, and in the entire absence of the parties: and because it is contrary to the 
natural sentiments of men, and the usages of all nations to bring men to trial twelve 
months after they have been condemned. ‘The culprit who has robbed on the high- 
way is, indeed, sent to the penitentiary for safe keeping and reformation; but if he 
had not been first tried and found guilty, he could not have been sent there; and the 
just course of Synod would have been not to have acted in the face of all precedents, 
civil and ecclesiastical, but to have summoned them, as the Presbytery of Vermont, 
to appear at next meeting of Synod to account for their conduct. Then we could 
have said under the two olive trees of warning and citation, and the two candlesticks 
of the God of the earth, examination, and defence, that we lay hands suddenly on no 
man, neither are we partakers of other men’s sins. 
Signed, ROBERT BRUCE. 
Pitisburgh, May 28, 1839. 


Answers to Reasons of Dissent, by Dr. Bruce, against the decision of Sy- 
nod, suspending the Presbytery of Vermont from Presbyterial action for 
one year. 


Reason Ist. Synod’s inconsistency of action, in the present case, and in that of 
Presbytery of Albany last year. 

Answer. This reason is based on the supposition that the two Presbyteries were of 
the same character. This supposition, however, is not founded on fact. For, first, 
the Synod created the Presbytery of Vermont. ‘The Presbytery of Albany was self- 
created. Second, the Presbytery of Vermont owed obedience, but the Presbytery of 
Albany owed no presbyterial obedience to any power above, inasmuch as no power 
above had produced it. Third, the proceedings, alone, of the Presbytery of Vermont 
were unconstitutional, but the existence of the Presbytery of Albany was unconsti- 
tutional. 

Reason 2d, A Presbytery insulated by itself, and a hundred miles from any other, 
with its hands manacled, is a useless and an unaccountable phenomenon. 

Answer. This reason goes upon the supposition, that an ecclesiastical court above 
eannot suspend one below. For, if any conduct could justify the suspension of an 
inferior court, that of the Presbytery of Vermont did justify suspension. ‘The pro- 
priety of such suspension will appear by considering— 

First. That a court is as truly an individual as a man, and that the exercise of its 
power can be as truly controlled. 

Second. Neither the distance, nor the Green Mountains intervening between the 
Presbytery of Cambridge and that of Vermont, can alter the relation or give to the 
Presbytery of Vermont an independency to which, from their Presbyterial procedure 
they were not entitled. 

Third. If the * Lion of the tribe of Judah,’ authorized the Synod to put the key of 
Presbyterial government into their hands, whenever it became manifest that they 
were incapable of using this key, according to the laws of his house, the same autho- 
rity bound the Synod to take it away and never to restore it, but upon the clearest evi- 
dence of honesty and ability for the use of it. 

Fourth, It is absurd both in ethics and physics, to declare that the Synod can ere- 
ate a body, over whose being or action they have no control. 

Fifth. As the Synod’s deed only respected their presbyterial action, the latter part 
of this reason is entirely irrelevant. 

Reason 3d, It is untender and qnedifying to subject them to the actings of Cam- 
bridge Presbytery. 

Answer, This reason is doctrinally incorrect, and is based upon the prineiple that 
church courts may be formed by affinity. The dissenter intimates, that it will not 
do to put the ministers and congregations of the Presbytery of Vermont under the 
care of the Presbytery of Cambridge, because they cannot agree. But let the Dr’s, 
step-mother and children mutually perform their duty, and without doubt, they will 
agree. * ‘They should love one another,” and the Synod should never have separated 
theim, until they conformed to this law of mutual iove. They are brethren of the 
same family, under the same laws, and making the same profession of the truth, and 
should, therefore, be willing to remain together while Synod judges such connexion 
necessary for edification, Their power of memorializing Synod or complaining of 
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any improper procedure in the Presbytery of Cambridge is not, by Synod’s decision, 
taken from them; of course the last part of this reason is irrelevant. 

Reason 4th. The Synod’s decision establishes a species of Episcopaey, and this in 
its worst form. 

Answer. Suspended courts, like suspended individuals, should be under the care of 
some power for specific objects; otherwise, their conduct would be wholly irresponsi- 
ble; and why this should be called Episcopacy, we cannot tell, Episcopacy is one 
ruling over many; but in this case, we have the court above, controlling the action of 
an inferior, by committing them to the care of another. Neither can the fact that 
the Presbytery of Cambridge is non-resident, have influence in this matter; for sure- 
ly the Presbytery of Vermont cannot complain, as they themselves admitted Dr. A. 
Bullions when he was, in every sense of the word, a non-resident. But, farther, the 
Presbytery of Cambridge is not now any more non-resident than when the members 
of Vermont Presbytery were component parts of that Presbytery. 

Reason Sth. Because simplicity and consistency of conduct here are so easy, but 
not attempted, &c. 

Answer. We hope, for the credit of religion, and the standing of our brethren of 
the Presbytery of Vermont, that this reason of the dissenter is not true, Is it possi- 
ble that the members of the Vermont Presbytery, in order to be revenged on the 
Presbytery of Cambridge, for refusing them a seaton a former occasion, wherein 
that Presbytery believed they could not be impartial judges, would restore a brother 
deposed by that Presbytery? Would the dissenter, or any other minister of Christ, 
justify a course of that kind? It was certainly abhorrent to the feelings of every 
American, to hear members of the Jast congress justifying revenge on the floor of 
the house, how much more affecting to the followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, to 
hear gospel ministers justify the same principle in documents, to be spread before the 
whole church. 


Answers to Reasons of Dissent by Dr. Bruce, against a decision of Synod 
in the case of the Vermont Presbytery, admitting Dr. A. Bullions to a 
seat. 


To these reasons of dissent, we would answer, in general, and briefly, that the 
whole assumption upon which they are founded is incorrect. 

First. That suspension for trial, is trial and condemnation, which no person be- 
fore the dissenter, as far as we know, has ever assumed. 

Second. The conduct of the Presbytery of Vermont cannot be right under any cir- 
cumstances. Had they been a Presbytery of another communion, the whole matter 
would have been entirely different; but for one Presbytery, subordinate to Synod, and 
solemnly pledged to co-operate with a sister Presbytery, utterly to disregard both, and 
yet remain in the same communion, can never be right. 

Third. The reference to the covenant between Israel and the Gibeonites, cannot 
prove any thing for the dissenter in the present case, as that covenant was not im- 
moral in its nature, but only wrong in its circumstances, while the conduct of the 
Presbytery of Vermont was not only wrong in its circumstances, but in its very 
nature, JOHN G. SMART, 

JOHN WALKER, 


The Report of D. Houston, treasurer, was read, and, on motion, 
referred to the committee on the Funds. 


‘ 
Daniel Houston in account with Associate Synod. 





Dr. Dr. 
1838, | 
May 15th, To balance in trea- To amount brought forward, 
sury, as per report, 8,053.15} $8,143,154 
June 22, To cash contribution 
from North and 1838, 
South Buffalo, 16.00 | Nov’r. 5, To cash, received for 
22, To cash per Rev. Tho- interest, 33.00 
mas Beveridge from Dec’r. 17, To cash, received for 
eastern treasury, * 50.00 interest, 12.00 
Sept. 29, To cash received for 22, To cash, received for 
interest, 24.00 interest, 24.28 
$8,143,153 $8.212,434 





* This was money belonging to Wm. S. Young. Dr. B. paid it to Mr. H., who remitted a draft 
on@he eastern treasurer. See Report of Eastern treasurer, p. 31. 
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Amount bro’t forward, $8.2 
1839. 


Fe b’r 


) 
y. 5, To cash, for interest, 


April 1, To cash, interest from 


May 


treasurer on Erie 
Land, 

6, To cash, for interest, 

17, To cash, rent from 
William Anderson, 

13, To cash, contribution 
from Chartiers con- 
gregation, 

17, To cash, contribution 
from Sugar Creek 
congregation, 

27, To cash, from Xenia 
congregation contri- 
bution, 

To cash, from Cadiz 
congregation contri- 
bution, 

27, To cash from Balti- 
more congregation 
woe ST 

27, From Mrs. Jane Ste- 
venson, Cambridge, 


)~ 


mis 


New York, dona- 
tion, 

27, From Washington, 
Pa. con. contribu. 
tion, 


27, From Argyle congre- 
gation contribution, 
MN. Ba 

27, From Florida congre- 
gation contribution 

27, From Carmel congre- 
gation contribution, 
Ia., 

27, From Hebron congre- 
go contribution, 

ay, a 

27, Fs rom Salem congre- 
gation contribution, 
Ne Ke 

27, From Pittsburgh con- 
gregation contribu- 
tion, 

27, From Mount Hope 
congregation contri- 
bution, 

27, From Cross Creek 
congregation contri- 
bution, 

27, Donation from Daniel 
Williamson, Put. 
nam, N. Y,, 

28, From Monteurs con- 
gregation contribu- 


tion, 

28, From Truro congre. 
gation contribu. 
tion, 


28, From Slippery Rock 
congregation contri- 
bution, 
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aaa bro’t forward, $8.926,953 


on 28, From Pigeon Creek 
congregation contri- 
bution, 

38, Cash for interest, 

28, From Mr. John Rod- 
gers, Henderson con- 
gregation donation, 

28, From DeerCreek con 
gregation contribu- 
tion, 

28, Cash, received for in- 
terest, 

28, Cash, Wooster con- 
gregation contribu- 
tion, 

28, Cash, Dalton congre- 
gation contribution, 

28, Cash, Ligonier con. 


gregation contribu- 
tion, 

28, Cash, Carmel and 
North Union con- 
gregation contribu- 
tion, 

28, Cash, legacy from 


Mrs. Ann Lowrie, 
Xenia, 
28,Cash, legacy from 
Daniel Collins, Xenia, 
28, Cash, King’s Creek 
congregation con- 
tribution, 

28, Cash, Unity congre- 
gation contribution, 

28, C ash, Ist Philadelphia 
congregation quar- 
terly collection, 

28,Cash, Dumfries con- 
gregation, U. Cana- 
da, 

28, Cash, York and Co- 
Vington congrega- 
tion, N. Y., 

28, Cash, Thomas Burns, 
Genesee, N. Y., 

28, Cash, Londonderry 
congregation, 

28, Mount Pleasant con- 
gregation, Pa., 


23, Cash, West Union 
and Four Mile con- 
gregation, 

28, Cash, Liberty con- 
gregation, 

28, Cash, Albany congre- 
gation, 

28, Cash, Stone Valley 
congregation, 


29, Cash, interest on Mrs. 
E. Henry’s legacy, 


10.00 
32.25 


30.00 


1.00 


12.00 
10.00 


9.00 
5.00 
8.00 


10.00 


13.00 

5.06 
65.44 
10.00 


per Rev. J. P. Miller, 169,28 


9, Cash, South Buffalo 
congregation, 
29, Cash, Haysville con- 
gregation, 


$9.419,333 


10.00 


3.00 
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Dr. , Cr. 
To amount bro’t forward, § $9.419,33} | To amount bro’t forward, $283,314 
1839. 1839. 
May 29, Cash, Mansfield con- Jan’y 10, Cash paid J. Hart, for 
gregation, 1.43 chimney tops, 75 


29, Cash, North Wash- 
ington congregation, 1.44 
29, Cash, South Wash- 
ington congregation, 1.93 
29, Cash, Shenango and 
Salem congregation, 10.00 
$9,428.38} 
Contra. 
Treasurer claims credit for the fol- 
lowing disbursements. 


1838. Cr. | 


June 7, By cash paid Emery 
and Hanna for plas- 
tering, $9.25 
July 31, Cash paid executor of 
Rev. Samuel Douthet, 44.0 
Aug. 15, Cash paid postage, : 
Sept. 27,Cash paid Rev. T. 
Beveridge for books, 31.25 
Nov’r. 5, Cash paid school tax 
on moneys loaned, 4.00 
27, Cash paid postage, 183 
Dec. 10, Cash paid Levi Grif- 
fiths, in full, for 
wash-house, 175.00 
11, Cash paid M‘Culloch 
and Co., for door 
handles, 2.25 


22, Cash paid J. B. M‘Fad- 


1 oO 


by 


en, 
Dec. 24, Cash paid J. B. Enos, 
for chairs, 6. 
24, Cash paid G, W. Lew- 
is, for desk, 3. 
1839. 
Jan'y. 10, Cash paid S. Brobst, 
for sconces, 1,00 
10,Cash paid Robert 
Henderson, for door 
lock, 3.25 


$283,314 


3 
26, Cash paid J. Hart, for 
chimney tops, 3.75 
Feb’fy 1, Cash, Rev. T. Beve- 
ridge, half year’s 








salary, 250.00 
1, Cash paid Rev. T. Be- 
veridge, postage, 75 


| March 30, Cash paid room rent 
| for Titus Basfield, 10.00 
April 2,Cash paid Robert 
| Ralston, for putting 
tops on chimneys, 9.00 
12, Cash paid Levi Grif: 
fiths, for coal box, 
Cy 1.25 
17,Cash paid William 
| Anderson, room rent, 30,314 
| May 3,,Cash paid Rev. James 
Ramsay, D. D., sa- 
|. lary, 300.00 
| 3, Cash paid Rev. Thos. 
Beveridge, D. D.,sa- 
| lary, 250.00 
3, Cash, William Ander- 
son, coal for stu- 
dents, 5.00 
28, Cash paid Rev. A, 
Heron, Synod’s Cl’k., 100.00 
28,Cash paid Rev. J. 
Martin for printing 
Minutes, 40.00 
28, Incidental expenses, 10.00 


1,287,124 
Payments made as per account, 1,287.124 
1839. ideaaitiaies 
May 29, Balance in Treasury, 8,141.26 


The above account shows a balance in 
the treasury of $8,141.264, all of 
which is at interest, except what has 
been lately received. 

Respectfully, 
DANIEL HOUSTON, Treasurer. 





The report of the committee of Memorials, on the memorial 
from members of the congregation of Ryegate, was read, and, on 


motion, adopted. 


The committee to whom was referred the memorial from members of the Asso- 
ciate Congregation of Ryegate, Vermont, respecting the proceedings of the last meeting 
of Synod, report that they see no occasion for any thing to be done beyond what has 
been done respecting other memorials on the same subject. 


The committee appointed to 


T. BEVERIDGE, 
J. WALKER, 
J. SCROGGS. 


converse with Mr.. John Patrick, 


student of theology, reported, and their report was, on motion, 
adopted. 

he committee to whom the report of the Presbytery of the 
Carolinas for 1838 had been referred, reported, and the report 
being amended, was adopted. 
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Your committee to whom was referred the report of the Presbytery of Carolinas of 
last year, present the following report. 

1. The complaint of the Presbytery against the conduct of Synod in cutting off 
the appendages of the act on slavery, comparing this to the Egyptian taskmasters, 
is highly unjust and disrespectful. 

2. The demand which they make that the Synod give them a correct interpreta- 
tion of the act, that they may know the relation in which they stand to Synod, is al- 
together unreasonable, because the act is sufficiently plain and decisive, and requires 
no additional interpretation. 


3. This Synod cannot see, that physical impossibilities and legal enactments pre- 
sent such insurmountable obstacles to emancipation as are complained of in the re- 
port, because the way is still open for the removal into free states, and besides God 
must be obeyed in all cases rather than man. 


Your committee would, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following resolu- 
tions. 

1. That as we have no evidence that the Presbytery of Carolinas has made any ex- 
ertions heretofore, or are now using any to carry into execution the requisitions of 


the act, the Synod see no reason why they should any Jonger delay final action upon 
this subject. 


2. That the ministers, elders, and other members belonging to the Presbytery of 
Carolinas who still continue in the practice of slave-holding, and refuse to comply 
with the act of this Synod by which slavery is declared to be “ clearly condemned 
by the law of God,” and that no person holding a human being in the character of 
a slave “ be retained in the communion of this chureh,” are discharged and prohibited 
from dispensing and enjoying sealing ordinances in the Secession Church. 

J. SCROGGS. 
JAMES PATTERSON, 
The Presbytery of Cambridge gave into Synod the following 
Report; namely, “ Mr. Stalker, having appeared before the Asso- 
ciate Presbytery of Cambridge, and requested Presbytery to trans- 
mit to Synod a petition for the final settlement of his case, which 
Presbytery agree to transmit to Synod without passing any judg- 
ment, either on the paper or on his right to a hearing, under his 
disobedience to their former decisions. 


Pittsburgh, May 29, 1839. A. ANDERSON, Presbytery Clerk. 


A pamphlet accompanies, by Mr. Stalker’s request. The papers 
thus transmitted were, on motion, returned to the Presbytery of 
Cambridge. 

From this decision Messrs. Heron and Brownentered their dissent. 

Mr. John Robertson requested certain extracts from the mi- 
nutes of this and last year, in relation to matters connected with the 
business of the Presbytery of Cambridge. ‘The request was grant- 
ed, and the clerk and Mr. Robertson were appointed a committee 
to attend to this business. 

Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow morning. 
Closed with prayer. 


Thursday, May 30. 

The Synod met, and was opened with prayer: members pre- 
sent as above. The minutes of last sitting were read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Ferrier gave notice that he joined in the dissent taken last 
evening from the deed of Synod, returning the papers in Mr. Stalk- 
er’s case to the Presbytery of Cambridge. 

On motion, the reading of papers was dispensed with, in order 
to take up the case of Mr. Beggs. Certain papers connected with 
the case were read, and the following resolution offered, and after 
a brief discussion adopted; namely, 


“Resolved, that Mr. Beggs’ acknowledgments do not invalidate 
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Sarah Vaughn’s affidavit, but corroborate it in its material points, 
and therefore, that Synod judge him guilty of the sin charged.” 

Previous to taking the vote, a brother addressed the throne of 
grace in prayer. 

Mr. Heron asked and obtained leave of absence, and Mr. Han- 
na was appointed clerk pro tem. 

On motion, resolved, that Mr. Beggs be deposed from the office 

of the holy ministry, and suspended from the communion of the 
church, and referred to the Presbytery of Illinois, for farther deal- 
ing, and farther, that the papers connected with the case be trans- 
mitted to said Presbytery, as also a statement of the confessions of 
Mr. Beggs before this Synod. 

The committee to examine the records of the Presbytery of Al- 
legheny presented their report, which was, on motion, accepted. 

“The following motion was offered, and adopted, namely, 

Whereas, it appears from papers laid before Synod by Mr. D. 
Stalker, that he is labouring under such prejudices against several 
members of the Presbytery of Cambridge, as is a barrier in the 
way of submitting to the dealings necessary to his restoration in 
his proper Presbytery, — 

Resolved, that a committee be appointed to meet in conference 
with members of the Presbytery and Mr. Stalker, and ascertain 
whether there is a reasonable prospect of Mr. Stalker’s restoration, 
in consistency with the rules and principles of the church, and re- 
port what farther measures might be proper to be taken in this 
case. Messrs. S. Hindman and Clokey, and Dr. Beveridge, were 
appointed said committee. 

The committee to examine the records of the Presbytery of In- 
diana reported, and the report was accepted. 

The cémmittee appointed to inquire what can be done to en- 
courage and facilitate the education of young men for the ministry, 
reported, and the report was adopted, as follows; namely, 


Your committee appointed to inquire what can be done to encourage and facilitate 
the education of young men, who may be placed at Synod’s disposal as candidates 
for the gospel ministry, report for adoption the following resolutions. 

Resolved lst. That in view the Synod find themselves unable to answer the calls 
addressed to them for supply of preaching and a dispensation of gospeb ordinances, 
and in view, farther, that the glorious doctrines and principles of the gospel, are in 
many places through ignorance utterly shut out, or through grievous errors and cor- 
ruptions greatly obscured and prevented, and so multitudes of the people of the land 
are left in a benighted and perishing condition, Synod declare the great need there 
is for orthodox and learned and faithful men to fulfil the gospel ministry, that the 
pure and unadulterated word of truth may be propagated. 

Resolved 2, That Synod recommiend to Presbyteries, sessions, and church mem. 
bers, as is competent to them respectively, to look out young men, of suitable natural 
gifts, and endowments, and of piety, and to aid and to encourage them unto a course 
of education, and the acquisition of such classical and scientific attainments as may 
qualify them for the profitable exercise of their gifts. 

Resolved 3. That godly parents who love and pray for the welfare of Zion, and 
for the good of souls; who have sons possessed of suitable endowments, and who are 
in circumstances putting it in their power to bestow upon them a liberal education, 
are invited to dedicate them to the service of the Lord in the gospel. 

Resolved 4, That this Synod take what order may be necessary to create an educa- 
tion fund, for the aid of young men members in communion with us, of indigent cir- 
cumstances, who are dutifully and piously preparing themselves for the ministry, 

Respectfully submitted. 
JAMES TEMPLETON, 
JAMES P. MILLER, 
WM. M. MELWEE, 
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The following resolutions were offered in connexion with the 
above report, and adopted; namely, 


Resolved, that the following rules be adopted by the Associate Synod for the pur- 
pose of raising money for the Bible, Missionary, Students, and Synod’s funds. 

First, That Synod appoint a committee to draft a circular to the several congre- 
gations and vacancies under the inspection of Synod, setting forth the duty and ne- 
cessity of liberally contributing to the above named funds respectively. 

Secondly, That as our years are divided into four quarters, so let every congrega- 
tion and vacancy have quurterly collections for one or more of the above named 
funds. 

Thirdly, That Synod enjoin it upon the several Presbyteries under its inspection 
to direct the sessions of the congregations within their bounds, to see that the above 
collections are duly attended to, and the avails duly paid over. 

Fourthly, That it be enjoined on all the Presbyteries, under the care of this Synod, 
to report annually what has been done in the premises, the amount contributed to the 
different funds, and to whom puid over: 


Dr. Beveridge was appointed the treasurer contemplated in the 
3rd resolution, and Messrs. Anderson and Miller the committee to 
draught the circular. 


The committee to examine the records of the Presbytery of 
Chartiers reported, and the report was, on motion, accepted. 
The committee on the memorial from some individuals in Cadiz 


congregation, reported. The report was adopted as follows ; name- 
lv, 


The subscribers having had under consideration the petition of certain members 
of the Associate Congregation of Cadiz, in relation to some proposed additions to the 
bond used in covenanting, adapting it more particularly to the present state of things, 
respectfully report— 

That they consider this matter worthy of the attention of the Synod, and would 
recommend that a committee be appointed to make such additions to the acknow- 
ledgment of sins, prefixed to the bond, as they may judge called for, keeping in view 
the suggestions contained in the above-named petition, and report to the Synod at its 
next meeting. JAMES MARTIN, 

T. BEVERIDGE. 
Messrs. Hanna and Isaac were appointed the committee con- 
templated in the above report. 


The committee of Supplies presented their report, which, after 
some amendment, was adopted as follows; namely, 


Scale of Appointments. 


J. M. Scroggs in the Presbytery of Philadelphia till next meeting. 

William Y. Hamilton, Philadelphia, June, July; Cambridge, August, September, 
Carolinas, October, November, Decémber, January, February; Tennessee, March, 
April, May. . 

James Law, Cambridge, June, July; Philadelphia, August; Chartiers, September, 
October; Shenango, November; Ohio, December; Richland, January; Stamford, 
February, March; Albany, April, May. 

William H. Walker, Muskingum, June; Chartiers, July, August; Miami, Septem- 
ber; Indiana, October, November; Illinois, December, January, February, March; 
Indiana, April; Muskingum, May. 

Rev. D. R. De Freest, Albany, June, July, August, September; Cambridge, October, 
November, December; Albany, January, February, March; Philadelphia, April, May. 

Samuel M‘Lean, Philadelphia, June, July, August; Allegheny, September; Char- 
tiers, October, November; Shenango, December, January ; Ohio, February; Richland, 
March, April, May. 

_ William Smith, Philadelphia, June, July, August, September; Albany, October, 
November, December; Allegheny, January, February ; Chartiers, March, April; Phi- 
ladelphia, May. 

Thomas Gilkerson, Chartiers, June, July; Philadelphia, August, September; Ver- 
mont, October; Albany, November, December; Ohio, January, February; Allegheny, 
March, Ae May. 

David R. Imbrie, Ohio, June, July, August; Miami, September; Indiana, October ; 


Illinois, November, December, January; Indiana, February, March; Miami, April; 
Ohio, May. 




















58 MINUTES OF SYNOD. 


James A. Brown, Indiana, June; Miami, July; Mission to Lower Canada, August, 
September, October; Cambridge, November, December, January; Albany, February ; 
Philadelphia, March; Chartiers, April, May. 

Rey. ‘I’. Ferrier, Shenango, June; Allegheny, July; Ohio, August, September; 
Miami, October, November; Richland, December, January; Muskingum, February ; 
Ohio, March; Shenango, April, May. 

Rev. J. Templeton, Chartiers, June; Miami, July; Indiana, August; Illinois, Sep- 
tember, October, November ; Indiana, December; Miami, January, February; Rich- 
land, March, April; Chartiers, May, or in ‘Tennessee from October, at discretion, 

A. Boyd, Shenango, till next meeting. 

Rev. G. M. Hall, in event of dismission, Indiana, June, July, August, September; 
Miami, October; Albany, November, December; Cambridge, January, February, 
March; Philadelphia, April, May. 

Rev. T. Allison, Chartiers, June, July, August; Allegheny, September, October; 
Chartiers, November, December, January ; Shenango, February, March; Ohio, April; 
Chartiers, May. 

Rev. J. Banks, Allegheny, till next meeting. 

A communication, signed Samuel Creswell, containing a petition 
to Synod, in relation to his case, was read. Said paper was de- 
clared by the Moderator to be inadmissible, as being out of order. 

The following resolution was, on motion, adopted; namely, 

“ Resolved, that the overture on discipline be recommitted, and 
that Presbyteries be enjoined to report to the committee their 
amendments, and that the committee be required to have the over- 
ture ready at next meeting of Synod. Mr. Anderson was added to 
the committee, and Mr. Martin was substituted in room of Mr. 
Heron. 

The report of the committee on Appeals given in last year, on 
the appeal of David Jackson and Archibald Collins, from a decision 
of the Presbytery of Miami, in the case of the former of these ap- 
peals, was called up and read. Papers connected with the case 
were read. After some brief discussion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted, and is as follows; namely, 

The committee to whom was referred the appeal of Messrs. David Jackson and 
Archibald Collins, from a decision of the Miami Presbytery, refusing to sustain Da- 
vid Jackson’s appeal from the session of Massie’s Creek, upon the first charge of 
a libel preferred against him by Messrs. Wm. Currie and James M‘Coy, offer the fol- 
lowing as their report. 

The charge in the libel alluded to, is in these words: “ whereas it is contrary to the 
law of God, and the subordinate standards of our church, to speak evil of those over 
us in the Lord,” &c. ‘The specifications which are given in support of this charge, 
are from a certain publication in a newspaper called the “ Xenia Free Press.” ‘The 
appellants contend that the charge in the libel is not made good by any thing con- 
tained in this publication. With this your committee agree. For although there 
are expressions in said publication that are not strictly courteouss yet they seem not 
so much designed to cast odium upon any individual, as to place an argument or opi- 
nion in the most strong and prominent light. Therefore your committee are of opinion 
that the appeal ought to be sustained. T. BEVERIDGE, 

F. W. M‘NAUGHTON, 
J. G. SMART. 

On motion, the Presbytery of Chartiers were ordered to call Mr. 
French to account for absence from the meetings of Synod, with- 
out leave. 

The Presbytery of Richland were also ordered to call Mr. Ir- 
vine to account for absenting himself from Synod without leave. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 


Half past 2, P. M. 


The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. Members pre- 
sentasabove. ‘The minutes of last sitting were read and corrected. 
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Extracts from the minutes in reference to the Synod’s proceed- 
ings in the case of the Presbytery of Vermont, were asked on be- 
half of the Rev. Thomas Goodwillie, and granted. 

Resolved, that $20 be paid to Mr. Alexander Dickson for his ser- 
vices as sexton. 

A paper purporting to be a complaint from Mr. Stalker was 
read, and pronounced by the Moderator to be out of order. 

The committee of Bills and Overtures reported on the Ferguson 
case. ‘The papers in the case were read, and after some discussion 
the report being amended, was adopted, and is as follows; namely, 


The committee of Bills and Overtures, on the appeal from the Presbytery of Mi- 
ami, in the Ferguson case, beg leave to report, that certain members of a family 
by the name of Ferguson, were called before Massie’s Creek session, one of them 
for selling a slave, and all of them for holding slaves: which they left hired out in 
New Orleans. Every attempt to remove these slave-holders from the communion 
of the church by the friends of the Synod has hitherto failed, being arrested by 
protests and appeals. The consequence is, that about 14 human beings have been 
kept in bondage for more than two years, and are now, in all probability, reduced to 
perpetual slavery in the state of Alabama. 

The following resolutions are, therefore, respectfully submitted. 

1, That the appeal of the Rev. Andrew Heron and others, against the deed of the 
Presbytery on the Ferguson case, be not sustained. 

2. That all the Ferguson family having interest in the slaves, as stated to the ses- 
sion of Massie’s Creek, be by them suspended from the communion of the church. 

JOHN WALKER. 
THOMAS HANNA, 
JOSEPH CLOKEY. 

The committee on the letter from the Synod of Original Sece- 
ders in Scotland reported, and the report was, on motion, adopted, 
as follows; namely, 


The committee to whom was referred the Letter from our brethren of the Original 
Associate Church of Scotland, report as follows: 

The brethren, after stating that they were gratified when, after we had seen the 
new statement of their Testimony, we judicially declared that we were so fur satisfied 
with it as to continue in the connexion, which had by a former decision been so hap- 
pily formed between the two Synods, add,—our prospects, however, have been 
in a great measure overclouded by your late decision, in which you seem to disapprove 
of the doctrine of this Synod, respecting the magistrate’s power circa sacra, and na- 
tional covenanting. Your committee think, that as Synod cannot now consider 
these points with that attention which would be necessary, in order, if possible, to ar- 
rive at such a statement of our mind upon them as would satisfy our brethren, the 
subject should therefore be laid over till next meeting. JAMES RAMSAY, 

T. BEVERIDGE, 

On motion, a committee was appointed to draft an answer to 
the above letter to be laid before Synod at next meeting. Drs. 
Ramsay and Beveridge were appointed said committee. 

The committee appointed to consider the letter from the chair- 
man of the convention of Reformed Churches reported, and the 
report was, on motion, adopted, as follows; namely, 


The committee to whom was referred a letter from the chairman of the committee 
of a convention of some of the Reformed Churches which lately assembled in Pitts- 
burgh, ask leave to state, that from the known principles and usages of some of the 
churches represented in said convention, on communion, covenanting and other sub- 
jects, in which they differ from the public profession and practice of the Associate 
Church; and also, from the proceedings of the brethren composing the said conven- 
tion, in which no steps appear to have been taken to produce a greater approximation 
in principle to our public profession, there appears to be little encouragement to hope 
that measures will be adopted by them, in whic the Associate Synod could concur. 
However desirous of a scriptural union with others, who make a profession of the re- 
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ligion of our common Saviour, it is the opinion of your committee that it is not expe- 
dient at the present to appoint delegates to the aforesaid convention. 

JAMES RAMSAY. 

T. BEVERIDGE. 


The report of the committee on Missions, formerly laid on the 
table, was called up, and, on motion, adopted, as follows; namely, 


The committee on Missions hereby report on the two following papers, which have 
been referred to them for consideration, namely : 
ist. A petition from the second congregation of New York, praying for supply of 
preaching at the expense of Synod. ‘The committee consider the condition of this con- 
gregatiun is such as to deserve the serious attention of Synod. Its existence, as a con- 
gregation, must cease, if liberal aid be not afforded. ‘To meet, therefore, in as far as 
practicable, the prayer of their petition, your committee would recommend that as 
large a portion of the supplies as is consistent with the wants of other sections of the 
church be furnished to the Presbytery of Albany, that they may have it in their 
power to furnish this congregation with as frequent supply as possible, and that it 
be paid by Synod. 
2d. The second paper is a report from the Female Missionary Society of Massie’s 
Creek, containing a statement of funds collected for aiding in the support of a Fo- 
reign Mission. In relation to this paper, the committee would report, that although 
the present exigencies ‘of our church do not warrant our undertaking missionary 
operations in foreign countries, yet we as a church, witnessing for the cause of the 
Redeemer, ought not to feel insensible to the condition of the unnumbered multitudes 
of our fellow men who are perishing for lack of knowledge; but ought to be looking 
forward, and employing preparatory means for the erection of a banner for the truth 
in distant and foreign countries. They would, therefore, recommend that a fund be 
formed by Synod, entitled a fund for Foreign Missions, and that collections be soli- 
cited from the congregations belonging to Synod for aiding in this good work, 
ANDREW ISAAC, 
JOHN 8S. EASTON, 
SAMUEL WILSON. 


Mr. Wm. S. Young, of Philadelphia, and Mr. William Bell, of 
Pittsburgh, were appointed treasurers of the fund for foreign mis- 
sions. 

A request was presented by Mr. Thomas M‘Cleary to have the 
testimony of Mr. W. H. Walker taken in the case of the Presby- 
tery of Stamford, which has been before the Synod, either before 
the Synod itself, or a committee. ‘The prayer of the petition was 
granted, and Messrs. 8. Hindman and Henderson were appointed a 


committee for this. purpose. 

Messrs. Cummings and J. Stewart asked and obtained leave 
of absence during the remaining sittings of Synod. 

The committee on the Funds reported, and their report was, on 
motion, accepted, as follows; namely, 


The Report of the Commitee on the Funds.” 


The committee on the funds offer the following report, on the treasurer’s accounts 
submitted to them, 

On May 16th, the balance in the hands of Mr. Murphy, treasurer at Philadelphia, 
amounted to $478.09}. 

It may be proper to stute that one of the items in the disbursements stated in this 
account is the sum of sixty-three dollars, paid Rev. Joseph M‘Kee and Rey, A. T. 
M‘Gill, for expenses to New York and Cambridge, according to appointment of 
Synod last year: from the vouchers accompanying this report, it appears that, but 
$17.00 of this sum were received by Mr. M‘Kee; that $46 were claimed and re- 
ceived by Mr. M'Gill, namely, $16.00 as travelling expenses and $36.00 for three 
days’ preaching in New York. By reference to the resolution of Synod last year, 
appointing these brethren on that mission, it appears that the actual expenses were 
all that was provided for, in that resolution. And this committee are informed that 
each of the brethren received from the congregation, while in Cambridge, the full 
amount, at least, of Synod’s ordinary per diem allowance to her missionaries. 

The report of the treasurer at Canonsburgh shows a balance in the treasury at 
that place of $8,141.26, showing at this time in the hands of the two treasurers the 
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sum of $8,619.36; a sum $4.89 less than what was remaining in the treasury at the 
close of the last Synodical year. 

These documents show that the current expenses of the Synodical year amounted 
to $1,579.124, and that the current receipts of the year have been equal to the ex- 
penses, excepting $4.89. : 

The committee are of opinion, that the account, so far, at least, as relates to the 
expenditures, on improvements, &c., of the Theoiogical Seminary, should be audited 
by the board of trustees, as no committee can have the facilities necessary for 
‘judging of the propriety of the expenditures. 

* The committee farther report—that, in their opinion, the application of the Presby- 
tery of Miami, for the sum of $16.40, to defray the expenses of the commission in 
the case of the Rev. James Adams, ought to be allowed. Also, the application by the 
Presbytery of Illinois for the sum of 14.00 for aiding that Presbytery in paying off 
their supplies. And farther, the sum of $15.00 is due to Mr, James Law, for mission- 
ary services in Lower Canada. All which is respectfully submitted. 
JAMES P. MILLER, 
WM. MORRIS, 
C. WEBSTER. 
Messrs. B. Boyd and M‘Elwee were appointed to draught an act 
for a fast, to be laid before Synod at next meeting. 
Adjourned till half past 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed 
with prayer. 
Friday, May 31. 
The Synod met, and was opened with prayer: members present 
as above. The minutes of last sitting were read and approved. 
Mr. D. Blair craved to have his dissent marked from the decision 
of Synod last evening, accepting the Report of the committee of 
Missions in relation to paying for supply to the 2nd congregation 
of New York. 
On motion, resolved, that the papers in the case of Mr. Todd, 


from the Presbytery of Miami, be referred to a special committee 
to report at next meeting of Synod. 
Messrs. Hanna and B. Boyd were appointed said committee. 
The committee to draught an act for a fast presented a report, 
which was read, and being amended was, on motion, adopted, as 
follows; namely, 


Act for a Fast. 


Once more, we, the Associate Synod, call you, “ over whom the 
Holy Ghost hath made us overseers,” to the duty of fasting. 

We believe that periodical fasts, without some special call in the 
providence of God compared with the word, are superstitious. 
And yet, though we have held an annual fast for many years, we 
believe it is not at present uncalled for. 

The aspect of Divine Providence with respect to peace and 
health in the land, and the enjoyment of rain from heaven, and 
fruitful seasons, is more favourable than in some past years; for 
which we have great cause to be thankful; and yet there is ground 
to fear that this respite is not profitably improved, by the people 
generally turning to the Lord, and serving him in his great good- 
ness. ‘The carnal mind turns even the mercies of God into occa- 
sions of sin. Wealth, ease, and prosperity, where not attended by 
the sanctifying grace of God, excite and foster all the corrupt 
principles and appetites of our fallen nature. We have great rea- 
son to say, “ Ashe fed us, so we went from him.” “Jeshurun waxed 
fat, and kicked.” God's holy name is profaned in this land, not 
only by the profane swearer, in the vulgar throng, or in the com- 
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pany of the gay—but in superstitious and heaven-daring oaths, 
administered by non-legalized and irresponsible persons, in maso- 
nic and similar societies; by the light, irreverent, and corrupt 
manner of administering and taking of oaths of office, and in testi- 
mony bearing, in many of our civil courts, &c., and the use of the 
important ordinance of the lot; where God is often, not only by the 
confessedly rude, infidel, and profane, but by those who profess the 
Christian name, called in to decide, by his special providence, who 
shall be foremost, in vain sport, or the winner of money or proper- 
ty, for which the gainer never intends to give any just equiva- 
lent; thus asking the infinite God to trifle, and the most Holy One 
to go partner with thieves. Add to this, the setting aside, or ra- 
ther dedicating to scenes of pleasure, or purposes of worldly gain, 
that portion of time, which God, both as Creator and Redeemer, 
has in a special manner set apart for his own immediate worship 
and service, not only by idleness, pleasing ourselves, worldly con- 
versation, and that often at, or in the house of God,—running boats, 
keeping gates, driving teams, removing families or goods, running 
carriages, cars, wagons, &c., but especially by driving stages, run- 
ning packets, and keeping open offices on the Lord’s day, for the 
very purpose of disseminating news, and other communications of 
a worldly character, under the countenance of the highest civil 
authority in the land. 

In the midst of these scenes, and others of a similar nature, 
growing infidelity stands forth awfully conspicuous, either in de- 
nying the Bible to be the word of God, and the perfect and only 
rule of faith and obedience, or so perverting its doctrines, denying 
its claims, and corrupting its ordinances, as to make it not only 
useless to many, but a “savour of death unto death,”—to make 
heresy triumphant, and “ him that departeth from evil a prey.” 

The powers that ought to be a terror to evil doers, and a praise 
to them that do well, are, in many instances, not only bearing the 
sword in vain, but often turning it so as to produce a pernicious ef- 
fect, both on morals and religion. An idolizing coveting of the 
things of this world, too manifestly, not only absorbs all the atten- 
tion, and exhausts all the energies of the many who confessedly 
‘have their part and portion in this life,” shutting up their bowels 
of compassion from their fellow men, whence springs up also to a 
great height a spirit of fraud and oppression; buf, in many cases, 
under its perverting influence, even the officers and ordinances of 
the house of God, are denied, not only a reasonable, but even a 
necessary support, and that by those who have engaged to “ ho- 
nour the Lord with their substance,” and to set Jerusalem above 
their worldly cares and joys. The abounding of gross immorali- 
ties, in lying, stealing, counterfeiting, uncleanness, and shedding 
innocent blood, are for a lamentation. 

Systems of error, from bold-fronted atheism, throughout all: the 
principles of natural and revealed religion, are common in many 
parts of our Jand; and none of these, perhaps, doing more mischief 
than those which are directed against the substitutionary obedience 
and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and salvation by grace, in op- 
position to works, through the imputed righteousness of Christ, and 
the regenerating influence of the Holy Spirit. 

It is also to be noticed, and lamented, that even among many 
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who are endeavouring to stem these torrents of corruption, in some 
important points, corrupt modes of worship are not only counte- 
nanced, but warmly defended, and the rules of fellowship and the 
exercise of discipline, in the church, greatly relaxed or perverted. 

Slavery, in all its opposition to the law of God, and in its natu- 
ral and necessary mischief to the bodies and souls of men, in this 
world and the world to come, is not only legalized, by the consti- 
tutions and laws of a great portion of these United States, where li- 
berty and equal rights are the public creed, but even the church 
of the living God, with a few exceptions, is deeply involved in the 
evil, and many are zealously engaged in the defence and mainte- 
nance of the horrible practice of “ dealing in slaves and souls of 
men.” And though the Associate Church has for a period of thir- 
ty-eight years declared slavery to be a sin, and for eight years has 
had an official decision of her supreme judicatory recorded on her 
books and proclaimed through all her branches, there are stil! found 
in our midst some who are too favourable to the principle and 
practice thus judicially condemned. 

Though we have reason to thank God for some good degree of 
zeal for our holy profession, and of unity and firmness among our 
members, and in our church courts, in maintaining our scriptural 
covenanted profession; yet we have to lament the trouble which 
this costs, the obstinacy and turbulency of some, and the shameful 
apostacy of others. With some, church government seems to be 
but a mere name, and, with others, only a rock on which to dash 
themselves to pieces. 

For these, and all the consequent attendant evils, and especially 
the plagues of our own hearts, we ought to humble ourselves be- 
fore God, to lift up our ery to him for mercy, depending, in faith, 
on the imputed righteousness of the Lord Jesus alone, for pardon, 
acceptance, and peace; and on the sanctifying efficacy of his blood 
and Spirit by the means of his own appointment, for our sanctifica- 
tion. Let one and all of us come up to the help of the Lord against 
every thing which exalts itself against God and his law—against 
Christ and his cause, against the present and eternal interests of 
ourselves, of our children, of the church, and of our fellow men. 
Let us pray for the peace, purity, and prosperity of Zion, “ and 
give the Lord no rest day nor night, till he make her a praise and 
a glory in the earth,” and our land and nation be possessed of that 
righteousness, which exalts a nation in opposition to sin, which is a 
reproach to any people—looking to God to fulfil his own promise, 
that the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of the 
Lord and of his anointed. 


The 2nd Thursday of January was appointed as the day of fasting: 

The report of the committee to examine the records of the Pres- 
bytery of Ohio was read, and, on motion, accepted. 

The report of the committee to confer with the Presbytery of 
Cambridge and Mr. Stalker, was given in, and, on motion, accept- 
ed. 

On motion, resolved, that the same committee be re-appointed 
for the same purpose, and Mr. 8S. Hindman was excused from 


the committee to take Mr. Walker’s testimony, and Mr. J. Hind- 
man appointed in his room. 
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Mr. Boyd was appointed in the room of Mr. Clokey on the com- 
mittee to converse with Mr. Stalker. 

Resolved, that the minutes be published in the Religious Monitor, 
and that the expenses be defrayed from the Synod’s funds. One 
thousand extra copies were ordered. 

On motion, Synod went into committee of the whole, on the 
subject of the Bible Society. 

When the committee rose, they reported that the Report of the 
treasurer of the Bible fund had been given in; which report was, 
on motion, accepted, as follows; namely, 


Pittsburgh, May 29th, 1839. 


Report of the Treasurer of the Bible Fund for the Year ending May 29th, 
1839. 


1838, 
August, Donation _ received 
from Thomas Burns, 
Genesee Co., N. Y. 
May 25, Received from Balti- 
more congregation, 
per Rev. J.G, Smart, 
May 29, Received from Argyle 
congregation, Wash- 


1838, 
June 7, Amount of Bibles sent 

to Argyle, N. Y., 
Amount of Bibles sent 
to Baltimore con- 


gregation, 


Expenses of printing 
and binding 1000 


ington Co., N. Y., per Psalm Books, 260.00 
Rev. James P. Miller, 
Balance from last re- 
port, . . 
Interest on above ba- 


lance, 


Balance, . 241.42 





WM. 8S. YOUNG. 


On motion, resolved, that the edition of the Psalms published by 
Mr. Young be retained by him, as his property, with the under- 
standing that the money expended for the Bible Fund in the pub- 
lication be refunded. 


Resolution for disposing of Bibles by Probationers. 

Resolved, that the treasurer of the Synod’s Bible Society be authorized to give to 
probationers and other travelling preachers, Bibles to be given to the poor and des- 
titute, or disposed of at their discretion, and report to Synod accordingly. 

On motion, the executive committee and treasurer of Bible Fund 
of last year were re-elected. 

On motion, resolved, that the executive committee be instructed 
to republish the constitution of the Bible Society tn the Religious 
Monitor. 

The Presbytery of Chartiers gave in the following reference of 
certain cases which had been before them; namely, 


The Presbytery of Chartiers agreed to refer the following cases to Synod for judg- 
ment. 

1. A protest and appeal of the Rev. William M. M‘Elwee against a decision of 
Presbytery, by which they judged James Harper not guilty of bearing false testi- 
mony in a case in which he was charged with having done so before Presbytery. 

2. A protest and appeal of the said Rev. William M. M‘Elwee against a decision 
of Presbytery, by which they cleared David Ramsay of the charge of having violated 
a solemn agreement made before Presbytery, which violation he afterwards denied 
and endeavoured to prove his innocence by false testimony. 

JAMES RAMSAY, Presbytery Clerk. 


On motion, the reference was accepted, and a committee ap- 
pointed to report on said cases at next meeting of Synod. 
Messrs. Walker and Hanna were appointed said committee. 
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A remonstrance by certain members of Synod against the deci- 
sions of Synod, in the cases of the Presbytery of Albany, Dr. A. 
Bullions, and Mr. Stalker,'was read, and pronounced by the Mo- 
derator to be inadmissible. 

The committee appointed to take the testimony of Mr. W. H. 
Walker in the case of the Stamford Presbytery, reported, and the 
report was, on motion, accepted. 














Report of the Committee appointed to take the Testimony of William H. 
Walker, in the Case of the Memorialists against the Presbytery of Stam- 
ford. 

Your committee report that they called upon Mr. Walker for his testimony, in the 
above case. ‘That Mr. Walker expressed a hesitancy as to the propriety of his acting 
as a witness in the case, on account of the indistinctness of his recollection concern- 
ing the matter: and your committee deemed it not proper for them to insist. Re- 
spectfully submitted. JOHN HINDMAN. 

JAMES M. HENDERSON, 

The committee appointed to converse with the Presbytery of 
Cambridge and Mr. Stalker reported, and the report was, on mo- 
tion, accepted, as follows; namely, 









































Report of the Committee appointed to conduct a conference between the Pres- 
bytery of Cambridge, and Rev, D. Stalker. 


Your committee, after a careful interview held by the parties named, in our pre- 
sence and under our direction, have to report that the Presbytery and Mr. Stalker stil! 
adhere to their respective positions, with reference to the alleged charge of false 
swearing, brought in Presbytery by Mr. Stalker against two members of said Presby- 
tery. And that Mr. Stalker still adheres to his declaration made in Synod last year, 
respecting his submission to Synod’s requisition then made; and also refuses to ac- 
knowledge that he did wrong in exercising his ministry contrary to the order of Pres- 
bytery and Synod. SAMUEL HINDMAN. 

lr. BEVERIDGE. 
B. BOYD. 


The minutes of this sitting were read and approved, and the 
Synod adjourned, after prayer, singing the 122nd Psalm, and the 
apostolical benediction pronounced by “the Moderator. 


ANDREW HERON, ! Synod Clerk. 





























































STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CHARTIERS. 























Ministers | Congregations. | Nearest P.O. | Counties. | States. | Fam. | Com 



























nen 5 Monteur’s Ran Clinton. . . Alleghen Penn. 40 140 
Wa, Wilson ? Robinson,. . : Washington do 42 150 
David T! . 4 Mt. Hope. . W. Middletown do do 33 85 
ave — Cross Creek . - Brooke. . Va. 24 64 
Jas. Ramsay, D.D.Chartiers . . Canonsburgh Washington Penn,122 430 
David French . N.&S. Buffalo Ww ashington ‘ do do 110 240 
Alex. D Mt. Pleasant. Hickory Se do do 105 220 
Burgetstown . ‘ P do do 85 180 
Wm. M. M‘Elwee Service & King’s c, Frankfort . Ee. . « BC. ae 
Bankhead Boyd Pigeon Creek . MC ullough’s Washington do 
T. Beveridge . Washington. . Washington . do do 
James MCarrell Tumbleston’sRun ..... . «..s a2. 3 53 
(Noblestown . .... . Allegheny do 50 
[ee « + SO. « «2 eee. Oo PR 
Vacancies . . 4 Peter's Creek . + « » + Washington do 
| Wheslie . . W. Alexandria do do 
Wheeling . . Claysville. . cis ole 





Without charge 
Thomas Allison 









6* 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY. 





Ministers | Congregations | Nearest P. S. Counties. | States. | Fam. | Com. 
Peter Campbell Florida Schenectady Schenectady N.Y. 42 140 
James Martin Albany Albany Albaity. . do. 70 153 
John Graham Bovina Bovina Centre Delaware . do. 82 158 

( New York Ist. New York New York ke aah ts 
| New York 2d. do, do. do. 
, . Troy Troy Rensselaer do. 
Vacancies. . { Johnstown Johnstown Montgomery do. 
| Newark ee, 3s gS a eta a ae 


(| Fall River Fall River 
Without charge 


David R. De Freest 


West Troy 


Albany a UN. CY... ; 





STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALLEGHENY. 





Ministers. 


Robert Bruce, D. ‘D. 


John Dickey 
Joseph Scroggs 


David Blair 


John Hindman 


Wim. Galbraith 


John M‘Auley 


James Rodgers 


Vacancies . 


Without charge 
Joseph Banks 


Oe cle ‘on gre gations. 
. Pittsburgh 

§ Rich-Hill . 

? Buffalo 

§ Fairfield \ 
Donegal 


Indian: a 


ac rooked C reek . 5 


Mahoning 
Glade Run 


| Concord : 

Berachah . 
Freeport ° 
Bethel. . 
Turtle Creek 


Warren 
Jefferson . 


) Upper Piney. 





| Nearest P. O. 
Pittsburgh . 


Kittaning . 
Ligonier 


Indiana 


Glade Run 


Freeport 


Brookville 


Cherry Run . 


Allegheny 


(Conemaugh . 


| Lower Piney 
4 Kittaning 
Gibson’s 


(Clearfield . 


Allegheny 

Saltsburgh 

Kittaning 
do 


Punxetawny . 
Curwinsville . 


Countres. | 


"Allegheny 


Armstrong 
Westmoreland 


Indiana 


Armstrong 


Armstrong 


Jefferson 


Allegheny 
Indiana 
Armstrong 
do 
Jefferson . 
Clearfield . 


Pittsburgh 





Allegheny 


States 
Penn 


do 
do 


do 


do 


do 


do. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA. 














| Nearest P. O. 





Ministers. | Congregations. | Counties. | States. | Fam. | Com. 
. Mercersburgh. Mercersburgh Franklin Penn. 102 
F.W. M‘Naughton M‘Connels sburgh do. 2 do. do 
Octorara Sunflower . Lancaster . do 65 
W. Easton E. Nottingham do. do do 57 
Muddy Run QB. a « do. do 20 
Guinston L. Chanceford York do 100 
John Adams Lower Chancef'd | bea —s » do 50 
, Stone Valley Brown’s Mills Mifilin . do 
John S. Easton . Kishacoquillas do. do. do 
Lewistown . #2 do. . do 
C. Webster . 1 Cong. Phila. Philadelphia . Philadelphia do 86 230 
John G. Smart . Baltimore . . Baltimore . Baltimore . Md. 39 70 
Jos. T. Cooper . 2d Cong. Phila. . Philadelphia . ‘Philadelphia Penn. 80 
Carlisle . Carlisle Cumberland do 
Dickinsen . do. ays « do 
Wheatfield . . « = .''» » do 
Vacancies Huntingdon Huntingdon . Huntingdon do 
Belfonte Belfonte Centre . do 
Sinking Creek Potter’s Mills do do 
Rehoboth a es Union do 








7 | 


rors 


a a a | 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CAMBRIDGE. 


67 











~~ Ministers. | | Congregations. | Nearest P.O. | Counties. | States. | Fam. | Com. 
James . Miller Argyle Lake P.O., N.Y. Wash’n, N.Y. 120 300 
A. Gordon Putnam Putnam do do 48 105 
D. Gordon Salem . Anaquasscook do do 50 = 80 
A. Anderson. Hebron Salem . do do 72 #157 
(Cambridge . Cambridge . do do 150 
| North Argyle North Argyle do do 110 
Vacancies 4 Hemmingsford Ba?» fs do Lc 
E ech Ridge . do do . 
Hinchingbrook do do 


“STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF SHENANGO. _ 








Ministers. | Congregations. | 
m 1... 9 Venango 
iel M‘Lean < - 5 
Daniel M‘Lean, PA 
John France, Glade Run 
Coneaut 


French Creek 

Cherry Run 

Wm. C, Pollock, ) Uaity : 

Springfield 

? Rocky Spring 

( New Castle 
Neshannock . 


Matth. Snodgrass, 


E. Small, . 


Vacancies 


Without charge Mercer . 


A. Boyd 


Mount Prospect 


~ Nearest P.O. 


Bakerstown . 


Meadville . 


Harrisville 


New Castle 


Mercer . . 


Counties. 


Butler 
Crawford 
do 
Venango 
Butler . 
do 
Mercer . 
do 
Mercer . 
do 
do 











‘earest P.O. | States. | Fam. | Com. 
Hart’s x roads Crawtord . Penn. 200 


60 
25 
32 
20 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF OHIO. _ 


500 


200 
50 


30 





| Congregations. 


| WNearest P. O. 


| Counties 























Ministers. r | States | Fam. | Com 

me . § Darlington. . Darlington . Beaver . . Penn. 60 140 
David Imbrie . } Bethel . . Waite. do. do 70 150 

= 5 Mountville . Portersville Butler do 70 140 
Alex. Murray Slippery Rock . ee do. do 80 150 
Elijah N.S West Union New Lisbon . Columbiana Ohio. 75 150 

yal NX. Scrosss » 4 Mile Square i dhaice ls ae 

— -:. § Poland Poland. Trumbull . do 67 139 
David Goodwillie 4 Titerty . Bani ks. ae ee 

\ Milton ds Warren Trumbull . do 
Wm. Douthet Palmyra , Carroll . do 8 
Newton . = ee a pe me: do 18 = 87 
James P, Ramsay Deer Creek New Bedford . Mercer . Penn.103 210 
Northfield Ohio, 
Vr ; | Stow ‘ do 
eaten ) Springfield do 
| West Beaver do 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF VERMONT. 

7 Ministers. | Congregations. a 9. Nearest P.O. | _ Cou nities. Bi States | Fam ‘| Com. 
T. Goodwillie . Barnet Barnet . Caledonia . Vt. 80 200 
Wm. Pringle Ryegate Ryegate do. do 65 143 

STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF INDIANA. 

Ministers | Congregations. Nearest P oe 7 __ Counties. | States | Fam. | Com. 

sl § Burnett's Creek Lockport . Carroll . Ind, 

Nath. Ingles ? Pleasant Run . ae er do 
Dine Binders {cack — _— oe rn 69 160 

camomns SEES, - «MOAN MAE | & 
James Dickson. Raccoon . - Portland Mills Putnam do 41 96 
Das » 

J. L. M‘Lean ; Pham Princeton . Gibson . _ 

Vi , Otter Creek iat sala do 

acancwes . . Bloomington : de 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE CAROLINAS. 


inteters. | Congregations. | Nearest P.O. | Counties. | States.| kam. | Com 

: Steel Creek 27 =o 

A. Whyte, jr. ; Bethany Charlotte . Mecklenburg N.C. 39 9g 
Ebenezer . Lexington Rockbridge Va. 
Horatio Thompson ¢ Timber Ridge Timber Ridge do. . . do 
Old Providence Steel’s Mill Augusta . do 












































‘Broad Creek Natural Bridge Rockbridge do 
New Lebanon Union . Monroe . do 
New Stirling Statesville Iredel Co. . N.C. 50 100 
Cambridge Mm + « whe do 20 43 
Virgin Spring Bogles. . . do. . do 12 2 
Nob Creek Wilsonville Lincoln . do ll 20 
yr. ; McGalliard’s Morgantown. Burke do 7 #12 
wwe Cochran’s Vale Old Fort do. . do 5 9 
Piedmont Franklin . Macon. . do 7 18 
Sharon Yorkville . York Diss. S.C. 16 40 
Neiley’s C reek Coates’ Tav.. York do 23 60 
Smyrna . Chester Chester . do i 50 
Little River . Young’s Fairfield do 8 16 
[Sardis . Smithsford Union do 6 14 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MUSKINGUM. 
~~ Manisters. — | Congregations. ; | Nearest P O +a a Counties. | States. | Fam. | Com- 
John Walker . Unity . . . New Athens. Harrison . Ohio 90 209 
Thomas Hanna. Cadiz . .. . Cadiz... is « do 84 174 
— ; Bloomfield N, Concord Muskingum do 103 221 
oats Northfield. . a. a <b -. « do 
J h Cloke § Mount Pleasant Smithfield . Jefferson . do 33 ~—s«60 
ae Piney Fork . do. . do. . . do 45 100 
bis tems {1 Londonderry . Londonderry . Guernsey . do 65 160 
; Sharon. . . es: « a Oe & & do 17 38 
4 Carmel . Carrollton . Carroll. . do 
Thomas Wilson Sandy... Ge. « « as. & 
¢ North Union . do. . yok » do 
Scroggsfield . Scroggsfield . Carroll. . do 70 150 
James Patterson Yellow Creek ae Gee w & do 
Glade Run. mo Ss eae do 
. McMahon’s Cr’k St. Clairsville Belmont . do 29 55 
Samuel McArthur | Belmont . . i. 2s ew > do 360566 
Cambridge Cambridge Guernsey . do 
James McGill Claysville . . Ges + « Diino ~-& 
Clear Fork . ee Gis. << do 
Siienitis Jefferson . Harrison . Harrison . do 
@Salem . . . @. = s do. . . do 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF STAMFORD. 
Ministers | Congregations. | Nearest P.O. | Counties. | States. | Fam. | Com. 
John Russell Stamford . Queenston, . ys ot Se 
James Strang een. + . eae. area (eae res 230 
D.Strang .. York . . . ~ Peoria. Genesee . N.Y. - 63 
D. Coutts . Esquising Esquising. . ees « VG 70 
Vi > London .. we + « ~ ta ae ee do Il 
en Sm ; Chinguacousey ...., . oes s 25 





STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ILLINOIS. 











Ministers. | Congregations. | Nearest P.O | Counties. | State. | Fam | Com. 

James C. Bruce Henderson Monmouth Warren. Lil. 90 207 

William Bruce. Bethel , Eliison Creek Warren . do 20 41 
Unity e.* Columbus . Randolph . do 


Apple Creek . White Hall . Green . . do 








SugarCreek. ... . Madison . do 
Vacancies . Hennepen . Hennepen . Putnam . do 
Baffalo . Louisiana. . Pike . . Mo, 
Sharon . Lincoln. . do 


Crooked Creek Wopalaw . ‘ Louisa . . Towa 





et et et et TD 2S OOOO. 





aot - 


2 


vvcrnec 


lpraces 


a) 
36 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE P RESBYTERY OF MIAMI. 








Ministers. | rans: | Nearest P.O | Counties. | States. | Fam. | Com. 

on — — ee ———————— — 
A. Heron. . . Cc esar Creek . Jamestown . Greene. . Ohio 45 120 
Samuel Wilson. Xenia... . Xenia... ?. i do 75 186 


. § Cherokee . . Cherokee. . Logan . . do 30 & 
James Wallace . g Desks Lyre at af ee a) 











ThomasS. Kendall Fork Creek . . Madisonville. Monroe. . Ten. 

Jas. P. Smart . Massie’s Creek Xenia . . . Greene. . Ohio 91 202 
(Sugar Creek Centreville . Montgomery do 50 120 
Big Spring. to 4s Se ls se 
Pistol Creek . Maryville. . —. 2. do 
Salem... Se eee ane? oo th, do 
Limestone . gt 7 a ae do 
Rocky Spring Abingdon. . Washington Va 

Vacancies 4 Tuscaloosa . Tuscaloosa . + + * oe 
Salt River. ee a a "3's « wee 
Poplar Ridge Ottoway . . Putnam. . Ohio 
Planefield . Finley. . . Hancock . do 
Kenton. . . Kenton . . Hardin, . do 
Round Head Round Head . es . « do 
__(Cherry Fork Che rry Fork . _ Adams — ee do 




















Mi inis ters. | Congregations. | Neares " P. a I Counties. | State. | an. | | Com. 


~§ Salt Creek ~ ‘ , Fredricksburgh Wayne. ._ . Ohio 7a 120 
? Millersburgh . 





Samuel Docins : 


Mansfield . . Mansfield . Richland ‘ 25 57 
Samuel Hindman < Clear Creek . _ oe Se ie << 
N. Washington .... . ee 50 
Jona’s. Creek Wooster . . Franklin . 17 27 
David Lindsay . ose 
Licking gig a. sey 5 
, : atte — 96 
Joseph McKee ; aig “3 Wooster . . Wayne. : o = 
Robert Forrester Truro. ... Reynoldsburgh Franklin ; 28 =«60 
(Killbuck . . - « « « Wayne. 
Mohican > an , 
Vacancies .. Clear Creek . Vermilion . Richland , 18 Al 
| Delaware . “eae : 
{| Bucyrus . . cs es « CR 








SUMMARY OF THE PRECEDING TABLES. 








PRESBYTERIES. g 3 2 ¢ r- 
2 £* = 2 
ama 
a te o 
Cambridge . 4 9 S47 1431 
Carolinas 2 19 248 554 
Ohio 6 16 690 1431 
Chartiers 10 15 828 1926 
Miami ; 5 19 392 638 
Philadelphia 7 20 198 912 
Allegheny . 8 24 
Muskingum 9 21 572 1223 
Albany 4 9 194 451 
Shenango 6 14. 679) «1557 
Stamford 4 6 35 479 
Indiana 5 11 110 256 
Illinois 2 9 110 248 
Richland 5 16 205 447 
Vermont , a 2 2 145 343 
Ministers itinerating 10 








Total 





co 
v=) 


210 4.953 11.869 








MINUTES OF SYNOD. 


Art. 11.—Obituary of the Rev. Robert Laing. 


Drep, at Bovina, Delaware County, N. Y., on Wednesday, 29th 
May, Rev. Robert Laing, in the 89th year of his age, and the fifty- 
second of his ministry. 

It is nearly four years since he was. able to attend public wor- 
ship, and the last time he was at church he assisted in the dispen- 
sation of the Supper, and sat downat the table of the Lord for the 
last time with those among whom he had, as their Pastor, formerly 
broken the bread of life. Since that time his bodily health decayed, 
and infirmities of old age increased so that he was, until the day 
of his death, unable to walk any distance. His mind, at times, 
when conversing about family affairs, gave symptoms of weak- 
ness and confusion; but when speaking about spiritual and eternal 
things, showed its former strength, accuracy, and clearness. He 
spent much of his time in reading, meditation, and prayer, and was 
glad when any one called upon him to converse about the affairs 
of the Church, in which he took a deep interest, and of which he 
spoke with the greatest feeling and concern to the last of his mo- 
ments. He said, he had loved to see the Associate Church in this 
country spread her influence far and wide, and many congrega- 
tions erected, and faithful ministers set over them to maintain the 
cause which he had espoused in his youth, and which, by the help 
of God, he had endeavoured to defend and promote; but it grieved 
him to the heart that she had been wounded in the house of her 
friends, by the late unwarrantable separation which had taken 
place, and the sinful means employed to break up her unity and 
seuet and all this done by those who had been nourished and 

rought up in her very bosom. 

He was anxious to know the result of the late meeting of Synod 
at Pittsburgh, but it pleased the Lord to take him away from the 
troubles and concerns of the Church below, before the news 
reached him, to give him a place, we trust, in the mansions of ever- 
lasting day. His funeral was attended by many who knew his 
value when he was a minister of Christ, and who mourned his de- 
parture from them. A sermon was preached on the following 
Sabbath, to an attentive audience from a suitable text: ‘ And his 
disciples came, and took up the body, and buried it, and went and 
told Jesus.””—Matth. 14. 12. 

Mr. Laing was a native of Scotland, born a few miles south from 
the city of Perth, where he enjoyed many advantages for acquiring 
the rudiments of his education from distinguished teachers, and he 
had the benefit of the godly example, and prayers of intelligent and 
faithful Seceders, who composed the congregation of Abernethy, 
of which, in his early years, he became a member. 

After having completed his classical studies at College, he at- 
tended the Divinity Hall, under Professor Moncrieff, at Alloa, and 
was licensed to preach the everlasting gospel. 

His popularity as a preacher, even when he was a young man, 
was unusually great, being possessed with a strong, well-regulated, 
and commanding voice, a dignified appearance, a ready flow of 
words, accompanied with solid learning, and a clear, comprehen- 
sive and practical knowledge of divinity, he failed not to attract 
the attention, and gain the affections of the people wherever he 
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was sent to preach. He soon obtained a call from the congrega- 
tion of Dunse, in the south of Scotland, which he accepted, and 
was afterwards settled among them, much to the satisfaction of 
their former minister, who was still living, and the other members 
of Presbytery. He was highly esteemed by some of the most dis- 
tinguished ministers of the Secession at that time, and was fre- 
quently employed in assisting them, viz. Mr. Gibb, of Edinburgh, 
Dr. Pringle, of Perth, Dr. Young, of Harwick, Mr. Arnot, of Mid- 
holm, Mr. Morrison, of Norham, and many others, the mention of 
whose names and places are dear to many readers of the Monitor. 
After being at Dunse for nearly eight years, the Presbytery 
thought it most for the edification of the church to loose him from 
his charge, after which he came to this country about the year 
1795. He was employed immediately upon his landing, and 
preached some time in New York with great acceptance, as well 
as in other places. ‘The clear scriptural manner in which he un- 
folded the unsearchable riches of Christ, and the energy with which 
he enforced them upon the attention of his audience, must be fresh 
in the remembrance of many who were favoured with hearing him; 
and to his accurate acquaintance with church rules and order, his 
brethren in the ministry are prepared to attest that few ever ex- 
celled him. Few men in the ministry have endured more trials 
and changes than Mr. Laing, and we may say few ever had such 
a share of divine grace, and bodily strength granted to surmount 
them. He was setiled in three different congregations; first in Buf- 
falo, Pennsylvania, then in South Argyle, Washington Co. N. Y., and 
last in Bovina, Delaware Co., N. Y. It appears that he had been 
about the same number of years in each of these places as their 
minister, and about the same length of time also in Dunse. In these 
three first mentioned places, he had to contend with many hard- 
ships; for he went among them when their numbers were small, 
their means of support not adequate, and their places of worship 
far from being suitable. Both in Buffalo and Argyle he preached 
in log-houses in the winter, when he went first among them, and 
in the summer he preached in the fields or woods. When he came 
to Bovina he had to preach in barns, school-houses, or dwelling- 
houses. Now, in these places, there are numerous and wealthy 
congregations, with commodious places of worship, and the peo- 
ple able and willing to support their ministers. It would be well 
if these and other congregations would remember God's kindness 
to them, in sending his grace to find them in the wilderness, in 
blessing their small beginnings, and causing their latter end greatly 
to increase, while others have been left destitute of the means of 
grace, and their eyes never permitted to see their teachers: also, 
that they would lay to heart what the Holy Spirit says, Hebrews 
13. 7, 8, “ Remember them which have the rule over you, who 
have spoken to vou the word of God; whose faith follow, con- 
sidering the end of their conversation: Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever.” To say that Mr. Laing was en- 
tirely free of vanity, that his own natural temper never involved 
him in difficulties, or obtained the ascendency over his judgment, - 
or that in a debate he felt no desire to tease and vanquish an op- 
ponent, is what none of his friends will maintain. But though he 
was not without his faults and failings, yet these, we are disposed 
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to believe, were too often magnified, dwelt upon, and circulated, 
and that too frequently by those who were deeper in the mire of 
guilt, in.the sight of God, than he was, though they escaped the 
censure of men. A conviction of this, and a sense of his inno- 
cence when called upon in Presbytery to face his accusers, tended 
to rouse his mind and summon all his powers to defend himself, or 
assail his adversaries, not only with strong arguments, but with 
sharp, pointed and poignant sarcasm, so that he caused to lie pros- 
trate before him, rank and file, a host of written documents, the 
questionable testimony of prejudiced witnesses, and many a long 
speech, which had been carefully prepared and eloquently delivered: 
or, to use a favourite phrase of his, “he cut them all to pieces.” 
He often said that he had been a man of war from his youth, and 
was determined to die with his face to the enemy; but long before 
he left this world of troubles, he changed his sentiments, and put 
on the bowels of forgiveness, patience, meekness, and love. For 
these two years past he was never heard to speak a word unfa- 
vourable even of those whom he thought had injured him. His 
latter end was peace. He has left a widow; also, four sons and 


. three daughters to lament his departure. He was a kind husband, 


an affectionate father, and an able minister of Jesus Christ. He 
had written some able prayers on divine love, which were published 
in the Monitor. They are specimens of the sermons he used to 
preach, and of his acquaintance with Owen and Bradbury, his two 
favourite authors. ‘There is only one sermon left in readiness for 
the press, being the last he prepared with his own hand, and which, 
perhaps, will be published in the Monitor. J. G. 





Art. III. Explanatory Remarks. 

Our readers are requested to suspend their judgment respecting 
the typographical execution of the Monitor till they receive the 
July number. It will be seen that the minutes of Synod contain 
nearly or quite double the usual quantity of matter. Although we 
have adopted as large a page as could be conveniently printed by 
the present publisher, and very near the former size, and have 
printed all the Reports, &c., in small type, the minutes have ex- 
tended to seventy-two, instead of forty-eight pages, the usual size 
of anumber. This must be our apology for detaining the first 
number so long beyond the usual time of publication. In the anx- 
iety and haste to issue it with as little delay as possible, some 
errors have no doubt escaped correction, yet it is hoped they are 
not numerous, nor of a serious character. 


To Cornnesponpents.—“ A. R.” may be looked for in the next 
number, and probably, also, “Pilgrim.” “A Friend of Dr. B.” is 
inadmissible, because altogether of a personal nature; and we have 
already declared that matters merely of a personal character can- 
not be admitted. Such cases belong to the church courts having 
jurisdiction over the individuals concerned. Farther, it cannot be 
reasonably expected, that we should insert an anonymous produc- 
tion contradictory of statements made under the authority of a re- 
sponsible name. The manuscript will remain subject to the wri- 
ter’s order. 
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